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A friend in my fourth-grade class invited me to church 

because she wanted to win a contest for bringing the most 

people. (The prize was a trip to Nashville’s Opryland USA, a 

former amusement park with live entertainment and rides.) 

During the next few weeks, I learned that Jesus died for 

me, rose again and wanted to have a relationship with me. 

My friend won the contest, but I was the real winner 

because I confirmed my future trip to an eternal home with Jesus.

In this issue, we focus on people who invested their resources to transform the 

lives of neighbors and nations with the Good News of Jesus. Through tragedy, 

perseverance and patience, these individuals illustrate that the Lord uses a 

variety of people to take the Gospel around the globe.

Like most people, sharing my faith began at home, but also reached other parts 

of the world. For example, many years of conversations with a co-worker, who 

was an Iraqi artist, led him to trade his Muslim traditions for the Christian faith. 

Through intense discussions, a German elementary school teacher from my 

neighborhood began searching her German Bible to find the Truth. And, even 

sharing my faith with a sorority sister played a role in her developing a personal 

relationship with the Lord and leading a small group Bible study.

After reading this issue, I hope that you will be inspired to declare the Lord’s 

glory throughout your neighborhood and beyond!

Cindy Elmore 

Editor

WON'T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR?
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“ Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 

because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance 

finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” James 1:2–4

by Lynn Kirk

   Shining
     light into   
 darknessc
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“Mountains Beyond Mountains” intrigued 

Bryan like no other book. As author Tracy 

Kidder traced Dr. Paul Farmer’s selfless 

journey from Harvard to Haiti, Bryan was 

motivated by the physician’s mission to 

transform healthcare and human rights 

on a global scale. Shortly after finishing 

the book, by God’s perfect timing 

Bryan crossed paths with a graduate 

student just returning from Haiti. He 

shared heart-wrenching stories about 

the islanders’ hardships and contact 

information for Pastor Leneus Joseph of 

Legliz Baptist Cange, whose members 

were praying for a partner church in  

the U.S. to support their ministries.  

“I wanted to understand how faith 

helped Haitians deal with grief,” Bryan 

said. So, he packed a carry-on bag and 

flew 1,377 miles to Haiti. 

HELP FOR HAITI

The Caribbean island of Haiti is 
the western hemisphere’s poorest 
county. When Bryan arrived in 2008, 
unemployment and illiteracy were a way 
of life. The average annual income was 
$1,108. Minimal public infrastructure 
existed, and even today the country lacks 
clean water, electricity, transportation 
and sanitation. Everyday misery is 
compounded by sporadic political 
violence and social injustice, as well as 
natural disasters, such as a tropical storm 
and three hurricanes that devastated the 
island during the summer of 2008. 

A popular Haitian proverb came to 
life during Bryan’s visit: Dye mon, gen 
mon. Translated from Creole, it means 
behind mountains there are mountains, 
expressing how Haitians face seemingly 

rofound grief is pervasive, powerful, even paralyzing. 

Initially, we mourn —as is our right and our need—but 

our response over time defines us. We can fall into the 

black hole of despair from which we never emerge. Or, with God’s 

loving support, we can seek His purpose and plan amid the pain. 

Renee and Bryan Cloyd exemplify the latter: people who persevered 

through faith. Twelve years ago, they faced sorrow of a magnitude none 

should ever experience. Their world turned upside down, their hearts 

inside out. Bryan, a soft-spoken professor, processed his pain initially by 

reading countless books about others’ search for renewal after despair.  

His charming wife, Renee, coped by nurturing others at home and afar.

Remarkably, over time both discovered purpose they never imagined. 

God not only comforted; He transformed their anguish into meaningful 

missions. “We realized grief wasn’t going to be a pity party for us,” 

Bryan said. “We chose to do something that would help us find healing 

rather than more grief.”

Their sorrow continues, but now, so does joy.

P
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unsurmountable struggles one after 
another, time and again. “Yet they are 
a very spiritual people,” Bryan noted. 
“Their nightly worship services lasted 
for hours, and I awoke each morning to 
the sound of music as the church choir 
practiced. Despite their pain, I sensed 
faith in their prayers and joy in their 
song. It was monumental, because I 
knew what it was like to suffer, to have 
grief and loss. Their faith motivated me 
to try and help them. God gave me a 
purpose. In my search for renewed faith, 
I knew I had come to the right place.” 

In 2009, Bryan returned to Haiti with 
Rev. Reggie Tuck from Blacksburg United 
Methodist Church. They spent the first 
week in Port-au-Prince with Pastor Leon 
Dorleans of Haiti Outreach Ministries. 
Pastor Leon encouraged Bryan “to 
dream a dream so big that when it’s 
done, you’ll know that God did it.” 

When they arrived in Cange the 
following week, Pastor Joseph took 
them to the remote village of Ti Peligre 
where Legliz Baptist Cange had recently 
planted a mission church. They drove 
until the road ended, then hiked and 
waded across the Thomonde River to 
an earthen-floor hut in the mountains, 
where some 100 villagers gathered to 
meet them. They listened to the villagers’ 
stories about the difficulties of living 
in Haiti and their prayers for better 
conditions. By the time they returned 
to Cange that evening, Bryan was set on 
a course that would ultimately involve 
three major construction projects in Haiti 
over the next four years and a long-term 
commitment to a partnership with Legliz 
Baptist Cange. Though his expertise is 
accounting, God provided this willing 
leader a cadre of student volunteers and 
generous funds, including long-term 
support from Blacksburg Baptist Church 
where he and Renee are members. 

Members of the Ti Peligre mission 

church had fervently prayed for a 

school. “As a professor and the son 

of an elementary school teacher, 

the village’s need for a school really 

connected with me. I went there 

seeking purpose. God’s short answer 

was, ‘Build a school,’” Bryan recalled. 

So, while he sought funding—which 

included his own savings—design and 

construction of a school commenced. 

Villagers carried river rocks on their 

heads, earning five cents for each 

delivered to the worksite. “There 

they broke the rocks with a carpenter 

hammer into small gravel for mixing 

with cement to make concrete,” Bryan 

said. “The rest of the construction 

supplies were carried partway by truck, 

then by a donkey or a rented cow.” It 

took nearly three years to complete 

the building, delayed in part by the 

January 2010 earthquake that killed 

an estimated 250,000 Haitians, injured 

300,000 and destroyed homes and 

businesses of at least 1,000,000 others. 

But under Pastor Joseph’s guidance, 

the Gospel School Garden of Learning 

at Ti Peligre began operations under 

temporary shelters in just three 

months, in October 2009, with teachers 

recruited from Port-au-Prince and close 

B 
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B y the time they returned to Cange that evening, Bryan was set on a course 

        that would ultimately involve three major construction projects in Haiti 

over the next four years, including a school to educate the next generation.

Haiti is one of poorest countries 

in the western hemisphere with 

80 percent of residents living 

in poverty. The Gospel School 

Garden of Learning seeks to 

break the cycle of illiteracy. 
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to 200 kindergarten through second 

grade students. 

Now beginning its eleventh year of 

operation, the school offers classes from 

kindergarten through ninth grade for 

nearly 450 students. “It’s breaking the 

cycle of illiteracy and providing hope 

for a new generation,” Bryan noted. God 

miraculously answered Bryan’s and the 

Haitians’ prayers through one another.

BRIDGING CONNECTIONS

The next project was to build a 200-foot 

footbridge over the Thomonde River, 

which separated Ti Peligre residents 

from the closest market town. The 

villagers often could not cross the 

river to sell goods or seek medical 

care, particularly during the rainy 

season when river depths and current 

speed could rapidly and dangerously 

increase. “Virginia Tech (VT) civil 

engineering students responded by 

designing a bridge not for, but with 

the community,” Bryan said. “Most of 

the construction work was done by 

Haitian laborers because we wanted 

the children to know that their dads 

built the bridge.” The suspended bridge 

connected Ti Peligre with the world; 

it also connected VT engineering 

students with Haitians.

T    he suspended bridge connected Ti Peligre with the world;  

it also connected VT engineering students with the Haitians.
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Praise overflowed during 

Haitian worship, as did 

crowds into a temporary 

tent that proved useless 

during the two rainy 

seasons. 

Demolition of the former 

building made room for 

the new church and school. 

Virginia Tech engineering 

students supervised the 

construction.
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NEW CHURCH OPENS 
DOORS FOR OUTREACH

A new church building for Legliz Baptist 

Cange was the third construction 

project. The church had so outgrown 

its old building that it was necessary 

to replace an exterior wall with 

large plywood doors that opened on 

Sundays to accommodate overflow 

crowds. Empowered with confidence 

and purpose, Bryan sought even more 

financial support and expertise to 

build Cange a new church. Again, God 

provided. Nick Mason, an engineering 

student who had played a key role 

with the bridge project and had just 

graduated from VT. He volunteered to 

spend a full year in Cange as the on-site 

engineer for new church construction. 

“Together we built a church six times 

larger that’s strong, beautiful and 

functional,” Bryan said with humble 

pride. “It was on time and on budget, 

too, which is a miracle in Haiti.”

Other opportunities to share God’s 
love arose during and after these 
construction projects: summer 
Bible schools, Legliz Baptist Cange’s 
efforts to feed and house earthquake 
refugees, Haitian college students’ 
internships at Virginia Tech and 
stateside medical care for a severely 
burned Haitian child. 

“I have lost count of the many people 
involved in all these efforts,” Bryan 
said, “but four lines of an old gospel 
hymn neatly capture how my faith 
grew through my experiences in 
Haiti. ‘When upon life’s billows you 
are tempest-tossed, when you are 
discouraged thinking all is lost, count 
your many blessings, name them one 
by one, and it will surprise you what 
the Lord has done.’”

MINISTRIES ON THE 
HOMEFRONT
While Bryan focused on Haiti’s needs, 
Renee focused first on her extended 
family’s needs. Bryan’s aging parents 
and her mother had relocated near 
them. “I took care of them and cooked 
and cooked and cooked to deal with the 
pain,” Renee said.

She also recalled mission trips to 
Appalachia. As a former director of 
youth ministries, Renee had previously 
taken youth groups to the region, 
including her daughter. For four 
summers, they had tackled repairs on 
rundown homes to make them “safer, 
drier, warmer” through the Appalachia 
Service Project. They witnessed 
incredible need, and they witnessed 
for Christ. “Through Appalachian and 
international travels, our family had 
seen all sides of humanity,” Renee said. 

Pastor Leon encouraged 

Bryan “to dream a dream 

so big that when it’s done, 

you’ll know that God did it.”

Bryan dreamed, prayed and 

worked unceasingly, but he 

declares with fervor that 

God was the one who did it.
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Bryan and Renee established an endowed 

scholarship that encourages collegiate students 

to pursue a cause that improves social, economic 

or political conditions of the poor. To date, 11 

students have been named Cloyd Scholars.
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DONOR-ADVISED FUNDS: GIVING BOTH NOW AND IN THE FUTURE

While fundraising for Haiti, Bryan began thinking about a donor-advised fund (DAF). “It’s a vehicle for people to donate 

funds with oversight and trust,” he said. “We’re now using a DAF to build a nest egg for the Haitian school.” A DAF 

maximizes gifts by investing the fund for future distribution, and consistent giving can flow through the DAF without 

the administrative requirements of a private foundation. A loved one may be memorialized through a DAF that gives to 

charity annually and, depending on the distribution level, in perpetuity. “VBF makes it easy,” Bryan added. “The process 

is seamless because they’ve done all the legwork.”

The Cloyds also are planning to create a trust in their passing that would provide grants for international mission 

partnerships. “We need a continuous strategy for the (Haitian) school,” Bryan said. Planned giving accomplishes this goal 

when charitable organizations are named beneficiaries through the estate or an established donor-advised fund. 

So, after the tragedy, it was no surprise 
when Renee sought solace through 
hands-on work among those hurting 
like her. Inviting college students to 
join her and Bryan, they worked with 
more than 150 students during five 
memorable weekends. “We worked 
while healing our wounds,” Renee said.

In addition, the couple established an 
endowed scholarship that encourages 
collegiate students to pursue a cause 
that improves social, economic or 
political conditions of the poor. To 
date, 11 students have been named 
Cloyd Scholars. Renee also served on 
a memorial dedication committee and 
became involved on campus with VT 

Engage. The university program equips 
student volunteers to serve as change 
agents for equity and justice in their 
community and beyond. Their mantra, 
“Ut Prosim, that I may serve,” reflects 
Renee’s approach to life.

“I continued to redefine who I was,” 
Renee shared. “I am an encourager. 
I like to encourage students because 
they are our future.” So off she went to 
work in Appalachia, time and again. 
While continuing to heal, she eventually 
accepted a university position. Today, 
she nurtures students as assistant 
director of graduate student programs 
in VT’s College of Engineering. “Through 
my work, I help students become the 

best they can be, so no life is wasted,” 
she explained. She also encourages 
women through an annual prayer 
retreat, which takes place at her and 
Bryan’s mountaintop home every spring. 
“We’re all in this together, so we need to 
help each other as we manage pain.

“Everyone has their own way of 
grieving,” Renee added. “I had 
experienced the worst grief, but I had a 
vision of what I needed to do. I also had 
two dreams that encouraged me to cry 
for now, but then to get up and go again. 

“Bryan and I are just normal people, but 
we learned if you put pain in perspective, 
it helps you move forward. You can only 
do that through the grace of God.”  

Renee felt called to work in Appalachia, 

having formerly served there with her 

family and church groups.



15imagine I fall 2019

Their Source of Grief   

he Cloyds’ deep grief stemmed 

from the death of their precious 

daughter, Austin Michelle Cloyd. On 

April 16, 2007, Austin was one of 32 

innocents killed during the deadly, 

unfathomable rampage known 

as the Virginia Tech Massacre. 

Austin is remembered by her 

parents and community as a lovely, strong-willed 

redhead who lived life fully. She attended concerts 

and travelled extensively. As a child, she went with 

her father to Mexico, Australia, Curacao and with the 

family to much of Europe. A scholar and athlete, she 

played volleyball and basketball and participated in 

the Model United Nations, Appalachia Service Project, 

International Relations Organization, church mission 

activities and various peace conferences. With eyes 

opened to social injustice, Austin was pursuing a 

double major in international studies and French. 

The 18-year-old freshman’s heartfelt dream was 

to positively change the world … and she still 

does. In her memory, her parents continue to 

faithfully support missions at home and abroad.

“Somehow in the darkness of tragedy, certain 

truths about life become clearer,” Bryan shared. 

“No one can do everything, but everyone can  
do something. And if everone does something,  

then together we can change the world.”  

“When our hearts are broken and our dreams are 

shattered, we must somehow pick up the broken 

pieces of our lives and put them back together. And 

we must do this with wisdom that distinguishes what 

really matters in life. Pain doesn’t end, but the good 

news is that what we learn through adversity can 

help us live more purposeful and meaningful lives. 

“Merci Bondye! Thank you, God.”

T

  —Austin’s favorite quote, author unknown 
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From an early age, Bill’s passion for missions grew 

along with his faith. It all began in 1944, on a 200-

acre tobacco farm in Halifax County, Virginia.

SEEDS OF FAITH 

“My grandfather was my signal influence, though 

he never finished high school,” Bill said. “He had 

dropped out to run the family farm.” Bill, his 

two younger siblings and parents lived on that 

farm, helping his grandparents with the crops 

and livestock. “We had cows and two mules,” 

Bill recalled. “I drove the mules bareback with a 

bridle when we plowed. One mule was named 

Willing and the other was named Able, but Able 

wasn’t willing and Willing wasn’t able,” Bill said 

with humor that surfaces now and again. “I also 

fed and watered the chickens, mowed the grass 

and snapped beans. Mama had a garden as big as 

Texas, and you could go out to the swimming hole 

if you finished snapping the pile of beans. Those 

beans seemed to go halfway to Mount Everest!”

Faith, not material things, was the family’s 

mainstay. “My grandfather was the deacon chair 

and Sunday School teacher, and I still have the 

desk where my father studied his Sunday School 

lesson,” Bill said. Their pastor alternated between 

two churches because membership was small, but 

faith was great.

“I was active in Royal Ambassadors (RAs) and 

Baptist Training Union, and I was vice president 

D O N O R 

STORIES 
charitable 

 trusts

This past July, New York City was 92 degrees, crowded and noisy, but 

it didn’t phase 75-year-old Bill Greenwood. He was on mission, literally, 

alongside a group of Messianic Jewish believers with Chosen People 

Ministries. “There are more than a million Jewish people in New York City 

we can witness to,” Bill said with fervor. He stayed 11 days, braved the 

subway and shared the Good News with anyone who would listen. This 

is no surprise to those who know him, for Bill’s life verse is Psalm 2:8 ...

by Lynn Kirk

“I WILL GIVE YOU THE NATIONS”
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“I WILL GIVE YOU THE NATIONS”
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of the Virginia RAs,” Bill recalled. At 
age 17, he won the Baptist Training 
Union statewide speakers’ contest 
and went on to represent Virginia at 
Ridgecrest in North Carolina. There 
he preached his first “sermon”: a two-
minute message on the ninth chapter 
of John. Bill’s family later returned 
to Ridgecrest every year for Missions 
Week, and Bill worked summers as a 
lifeguard at Camp Piankatank. 

“Seeds had been sown in my home 
church during World Mission Week, 
and then stirred by a church near 
the summer camp that was on fire for 
missions,” Bill said. Though his mother 
encouraged a career in the pharmacy, God had another 
idea. “It became very clear I was to become a pastor,” Bill 
said. So off he went to the University of Richmond as a 
Bible religion major. “The professors were bold Christian 
witnesses back then,” Bill said. “Religious Emphasis Weeks 
were powerful, too.”

During the summer of 1965, the rising senior embarked 
on a six-week journey to Jamaica, sponsored by the state 
Baptist Student Union (BSU). The 20-year-old minister-
in-training had never been out of the country or on a jet 
plane, yet he eagerly travelled to Jamaica and trekked the 
island sharing the Good News. Typically, he led children’s 
Bible School in the morning and adults’ worship at night. 
“There was no electricity in the bush, so they arrived 
carrying lanterns and I preached by candlelight."  

Bill explained, “That trip was a defining moment in my 
life. It exploded my whole worldview, and my interest in 
global missions took root.”

While attending the University 

of Richmond, Bill journeyed to 

Jamaica on a collegiate mission 

trip. The experience opened his 

eyes to global needs and his heart 

to world missions.

LATER LIFE AND A WIFE

The next year, God blessed Bill with the Adoniram Judson Scholar 
Award to Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, then the flagship 
Southern Baptist missionary work. While completing his master’s 
degree, he met his future wife, Sheryl Shoaf of Lexington, North 
Carolina, who likewise was attending the seminary. “She had a 
degree in social work, and we met in my elective class. We became 
study partners and then dating partners,” Bill said. 

When Sheryl returned to her hometown, Bill asked for her 
hand in marriage. Their engagement announcement prompted 
the newspaper’s features editor to contact Bill with an offer 
of employment as associate pastor for First Baptist Church in 
Lexington, North Carolina. Bill accepted just one month before 
their marriage. During the next 30 years, he achieved his 
doctoral degree from Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Wake Forest and pastored four Baptist churches. He also 
taught Old Testament and New Testament classes at Gardner-
Webb University’s satellite campuses as an adjunct professor. 
Meanwhile, Sheryl focused on raising their two children and 
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substituted part-time at elementary 
schools. Bill said, “She also kept the 
home fires burning when I was away.”

TO THE NATIONS

Missions always remained on Bill’s mind and heart. “I just 
wanted to be on the frontline of what God was doing,” he said. 
“In 1980, we sought an International Missions Board (overseas 
missionary) appointment but were turned down. God 
opened other doors,” including 25 overseas mission trips.

Twenty years after his first visit to Jamaica, Bill returned 
and partnered with the same pastor. Later Bill discovered 

construction was needed for a manse, which is a 
pastor’s home. “I took a team of six men to put on a 
roof,” he said. By then, Jamaica had numerous evangelical 
churches, perhaps more than any other Caribbean island, 
and the Jamaica Baptist Union was very strong.” Bill returned 
to Jamaica two more times in subsequent years.

“In 1991, the (Berlin) Wall went down, giving us freedom 
to preach in the Russian schools. We wanted to get there 
before things changed,” Bill explained, so he also traveled 
to Moscow in 1993 and again in 1996. On his first trip, 
former Communist tour guides had paid for an ad in the 
local newspaper about his upcoming sermons. They also 

” WE SOUGHT AN INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS BOARD APPOINTMENT BUT WERE TURNED 

DOWN. GOD OPENED OTHER DOORS,” INCLUDING 25 OVERSEAS MISSION TRIPS.
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interviewed him on the former 
Russian Communist radio station. 
“They said they had a vacuum in their lives, and we had 
Christ, whom they needed.” 

Bill and his team delivered God’s message of love, as 
well as medical supplies. One hospital receiving them 
had no more than one bottle of aspirin in inventory. 
The administrator was so appreciative that he invited 
Bill to speak to the student nurses during their break. “I 
preached the Gospel, which they hadn’t heard in 70 years. 
Several nurses began to weep. I asked the translator what 
was going on. He said, ‘They are repenting!’ Before we 
left, the nurses arranged for a weekly Bible study. Their 
spiritual hunger was phenomenal. One man who attended 
a session said, ‘I thought I was the only Christian in the 
world. I can’t get enough of this fellowship.’” Bill returned 
three years later to the same remote city, 500 miles east of 
Moscow. Again, he witnessed, taught and gifted supplies 
to an orphanage and hospital.

God sent Bill on numerous other overseas mission trips, 
including the United Kingdom, Israel, Ukraine, Holland, 
Greece, Ireland, Uganda, Belize, St. Lucia, Barbados and 
Hawaii. Domestic missions became the norm, too, from 
New York City cross country to California and Alaska. Sheryl 
joined him on about half of the trips. “She was a valuable 
team member. I couldn’t have done it without her,” Bill said. 
Their last shared assignment before she passed was in 
2014, when they served the Peoples Church in Toronto. 

TODAY

Most mornings Bill heads to Starbucks for his second cup of 
coffee. There he chats with his pastor from Oak Lawn Baptist 

GOD SENT BILL ON NUMEROUS OVERSEAS MISSION TRIPS, INCLUDING THE UNITED KINGDOM, ISRAEL, 

UKRAINE, HOLLAND, GREECE, IRELAND, UGANDA, BELIZE, ST. LUCIA, BARBADOS AND HAWAII.  
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GOD SENT BILL ON NUMEROUS OVERSEAS MISSION TRIPS, INCLUDING THE UNITED KINGDOM, ISRAEL, 

UKRAINE, HOLLAND, GREECE, IRELAND, UGANDA, BELIZE, ST. LUCIA, BARBADOS AND HAWAII.  

CHARITABLE TRUSTS: 
FOCUSED GIVING FOR 
SUSTAINED IMPACT
Bill and Sheryl established the 

Greenwood Family Global Mission 

Fund through VBF. The income 

generated by planned-giving vehicles 

maximizes his family’s missions 

support today and after their passing. 

“We support more than 20 mission 

agencies, so we reinvest for long-term 

gains,” Bill stated.

Additionally, Bill and Sheryl 

established a NI-CRUT (net-income-

only charitable remainder unitrust). 

“It’s an amazing giving instrument 

because it does not invade the 

principal to pay our quarterly 

dividends. The principal stays intact 

and has grown dramatically,” Bill said.

Interest from his father’s charitable 

trust supports global missions 

through the International Mission 

Board, the Cooperative Baptist 

Fellowship and the Baptist World 

Alliance. A codicil to his father’s 

will outsources dividends to family 

members who choose how the 

annual interest is spent on unfunded 

projects for three different mission 

organizations. “This involves the 

next generation in philanthropy,” Bill 

shared. Bill’s father also established 

a charitable fund with VBF. Half 

of the interest is designated to his 

home church, Mount Vernon Baptist 

in Vernon Hill, and the remainder is 

distributed to the Virginia Baptist 

State Missions Offering.

“VBF has been exceedingly helpful at 

every stage of the journey," Bill said. 

The foundation invests the money 

wisely, and they have all my accounts 

in a secure online site with quarterly 

updates. This has been an excellent 

investment route for us.”

Only God knows 

how many 

neighbors and 

nations were 

transformed 

as individuals 

heard the Truth 

through the 

efforts of Bill 

and his wife 

Sheryl.
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Church Kernersville, and others who drop by to visit. 
Even Bill’s hobby involves pastoring, for he mentors 
young pastors serving in their first church. 

“I would hope our churches would have a global 
view so more people would become involved in 
missions. But it must start with the pastor, who is the 
gatekeeper,” Bill said. “If he and key folks would be 
more involved, his church would gain more sacrificial 
giving, more earnest prayer and more response to 
Kingdom work. Renewal and revival in the local 
church begins with missions.”

With a servant's heart, Bill added, “I hope to be a 
goer, sender, prayer and giver as long as I live.”   
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SCHOLAR 

successes

By Lynn Kirk

“I really have no idea what I want to be when I grow up,” 

Rev. Mary Beth Foust blogged years ago. “I’m an ordained clergy 

woman, and most days I have no idea what that means.” 

A career related to service had filled Mary Beth’s mind as mission trips 
had filled her childhood. After all, her mother was a mission minister 
in the Baptist church. “We lived in Texas, and we went on a domestic 
mission trip every summer to volunteer in various capacities," Mary Beth 
shared. “When I was 12, my mom and I also went on an international 
trip to Macedonia in 2000, after the Kosovo crisis. “Peacekeepers were 
there, and I felt the unrest. We were very safe, but there wasn’t peace.” 

Her family, deeply impacted, returned two more 
times. “That was when I realized I’m part of 
a larger world,” she said. From then on, Mary 
Beth perceived her life and faith walk through a 
different lens. “I had my feet in two worlds, so I 
always felt out of place in my Texas community. 
I had life reflections of friends in Macedonia 
whose lives were affected by war, so my teenage 
problems at home seemed trivial” in comparison.

Mary Beth’s concern for world needs resurfaced 
during her sophomore year at Samford University 
in Birmingham. She and her peers became 
involved with the United Nation’s Millennium 
Development Goals to measure certain 
benchmarks of global development.  

HER MISSION:

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT  
FOR WORLD CHANGE

As a teen who 

traveled with her 

mission-minded 

parents, Mary 

Beth witnessed 

adversities among 

the nations abroad. 

The experiences 

changed her 

worldview at home 

and prompted a 

university career in 

civic responsibility 

and social 

innovation.
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“Our group traveled 12 weeks, this 
time to Romania, Ethiopia, Uganda and 
Nicaragua, and I developed a deep love 
for cultures around the world,” Mary 
Beth explained. The trip culminated with 
the students serving as delegates to the 
International AIDS Conference in Mexico 
City, where the president of Mexico and 
President Bill Clinton were speakers. 

Mary Beth went on to achieve a B.A. in 
religion, graduating summa cum laude. 
She also met her future husband, Caleb, 
in a religion class. Mary Beth became 
Mrs. Foust in 2010, and a couple months 
later the newlyweds moved so both could 
pursue their Master of Divinity at Baptist 
Theological Seminary at Richmond. 
“My calling then was missions through 
nonprofit work,” she said. 

Both graduated in 2013, after which they 
stayed in Richmond. Caleb secured a 
position as youth pastor, and Mary Beth 
became the ministry coordinator for 
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of 
Virginia. She preached and taught across 
the state while also coordinating mission 
partners and programs. Following budget 
cuts, she accepted jobs with HumanKind 
and then Family Lifeline to continue 
working with the underserved. 

In addition to becoming an educator, 
advocate and ordained preacher, 

Mary Beth developed her talents as a 
curriculum writer, event coordinator  
and communicator.  

In 2016, following an unexpected turn of 
events, the couple relocated to High Point, 
North Carolina. High Point University 
hired Mary Beth as the assistant 
director of civic responsibility and social 
innovation, which is a new and growing 
field in the university setting. Also 
serving as a Bonner Leader coordinator, 
she prepares undergraduate students of 
lower economic status for community 
service and leadership. She equips 
employees serving through AmeriCorps 
VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America), 
focusing on education and food security 
for the High Point community. “My 
students are doing instead of just talking. 
As the next generation, they are pushing 
for proactive innovation, not reactive 
fixes, to change their world.”

Mary Beth had realized her pastoral role. 
“The students are my congregation, and 
supporting them is my mission,” she 
shared with conviction. “My job doesn’t 
look like an overseas mission assignment. 
However, I offer pastoral care every day, 
and I engage with community workers, 
members and students. 

“It’s been a process, but I’ve learned  
who I am.”  

 “ THE STUDENTS ARE MY CONGREGATION, AND SUPPORTING THEM IS MY 

MISSION. MY JOB DOESN’T LOOK LIKE AN OVERSEAS MISSION ASSIGNMENT. 

HOWEVER, I OFFER PASTORAL CARE EVERY DAY, AND I ENGAGE WITH 

COMMUNITY WORKERS, MEMBERS AND STUDENTS.”
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Rev. Mary Beth Foust lives in  

High Point, North Carolina, with  

her husband and two daughters. 

Someday, she and Caleb may 

work together at a mission 

organization. “We have a shared 

calling and vision. Until then, our 

goal is to be faithful and listen as 

steps unfold before us.”

VBF provided tuition assistance to 

Mary Beth during graduate school. 

“The Virginia Baptist Foundation 

scholarships impacted my ability to 

afford my education at the Baptist 

Theological Seminary at Richmond,” 

Mary Beth said. “I often struggled 

to find scholarship money because 

I could not say for certain that my 

congregation would look like a 

traditional church. Thankfully, the 

foundation understood that one’s 

calling can unfold in myriad ways.  

I was able to attend seminary and  

be as faithful as I knew how because  

of the foundation’s generosity.” 
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HIS MISSION:

IS RIGHT AT HOME
By Lynn Kirk

Middle school is not when most people first sense God’s 

calling, but there’s always an exception. This exception 

is Cameron Lee. “Fairly early in life, in late middle school, 

I felt a calling to the ministry,” Cameron shared. “God 

continued to affirm it through the years as He refined 

what that looked like.” 

God hadn’t revealed much about Cameron’s future by the time college 
came around. “I did not feel called to student ministry or as a lead pastor 
right away,” he said. But he knew no other details. So, he kept the faith and 
kept in school. Cameron attended the University of Richmond, where he 
majored in leadership studies and minored in rhetoric and communication 
studies. Despite a full course load, he participated on the leadership team of 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, worked as a Speech Center consultant and 
served as a program and worship assistant for the Office of the Chaplaincy.

During one summer in college, Cameron served as a summer intern in 
his home church, Bon Air Baptist, working with the youth at the James 
River Campus. This not only was a summer of ministry and learning, but 
Cameron’s first experience working in a multi-site church. The following 
two summers, Cameron continued ministry opportunities working at Camp 
Piankatank, where he also met his future wife, Nicole. “Camp gave me 
opportunities to lead and grow through ministry experiences,” he recalled.

God stepped in around graduation and connected 
Cameron with Pastor Allen Jessee, who was starting 
an internship program at Highlands Fellowship in 
Abingdon, Virginia. God provided Cameron two 
summers as an intern. Cameron continued to learn 
about multi-site churches as he worked with many 
of the staff members at each campus, from children’s 
ministry, student ministry and small groups to 
worship, creative arts and facility management.  

SCHOLAR 

successes

Cameron's 

mission field is 

not global. It is 

the neighboring 

region of 

Johnston City, 

where God is at 

work growing 

His church.
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“I look back at that summer and realize 
that God was affirming my calling 
through those experiences,” he said.

Still lacking specifics about his pastoral 
calling, Cameron was accepted by 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 
in Charlotte. While attending seminary, 
he worked part-time as a Sears 
backroom associate and then as a 
lead teacher at a local non-profit, The 
Dream-Center, where he mentored 
at-risk elementary school students. He 
then spent a year as a campus pastor 
resident at Highlands Fellowship. This 
residency training program prepared 
him to take on a full-time role after 
graduating seminary.

He was hired as the campus pastor for 
the Johnson City, Tennessee Campus 
of Highlands Fellowship. After serving 
there for a couple years, in the fall of 
2018, God was speaking to many staff 
members about what He wanted to do 
with the Johnson City campus. The 
campus had existed for about 10 years, 

in three different locations throughout 
Johnson City. In the present location, 
there are approximately 60,000 people 
who live within a 15-minute drive. 
There was incredible potential to reach 
more people with the Good News of 
Jesus. As God was speaking to the 
staff, He was sharing bits and pieces 
with each of them. These pieces didn’t 
make sense in and of themselves, 
but when they came together, they 

“ ONE OF MY CORE ROLES AS CAMPUS PASTOR IS 
TO EMPOWER OTHER BELIEVERS TO BE WHO GOD 
IS CALLING THEM TO BE, SO THAT THEY CAN DO 
WHAT GOD IS CALLING THEM TO DO.”

realized that God wanted to do 
something special and He was already 
at work. “None of us is able to look 
back and say it was any particular 
person’s idea, but He was speaking to 
us collectively,” Cameron shared. The 

staff had an opportunity to do things 
differently than ever before, to join 
Him and to truly make a difference.

The name changed to New Collective 
Church and the message morphed from 
satellite broadcasts to live presentations 
by one of the local pastors. “Our goal 
was to reach more people, especially 
those that churches in the area weren’t 
reaching,” Cameron shared. The first 
Sunday of the relaunch, God blessed 

them with a miraculous response: “just 
shy of 600 people” showed up to worship 
− close to double the regular attendance. 
During the next five months, more than 
80 people accepted Christ, dozens more 
took other next steps and new people 
continue to come every week.

Does Cameron consider the campus 
pastor role a true mission? “Absolutely,” 
he declared. “God has given us all a 
mission, whether in a job or church 
setting. We’re all called to minister. 
We all have opportunities to love and 
serve,” he said. “I believe that one of 
my core roles as campus pastor is to 
empower other believers to be who God 
is calling them to be, so that they can 
do what God is calling them to do.” 

Cameron Lee received VBF  

scholarship support while an 

undergraduate and graduate student. 

“The VBF scholarships were an 

incredible help to put me in the 

position I am in,” he said. “I am so 

thankful for them and for those who 

have given. Their generosity allowed 

me to have this opportunity as a 

campus pastor.”
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MAN WITH  
A PLAN

LEADING 
THE WAY

“ Ralph Waldo Emerson 
wrote, ‘Every great 
institution is the 
lengthened shadow 
of a single man. His 
character determines 
the character of 
the organization.’ 
For Virginia Baptist 
Foundation, that one  
man was Harry Snead.”  
—  Ron Hall, CEO,  

Virginia Baptist Foundation
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The history of Virginia 
Baptist Foundation is more 
than trust accounts and 
investment portfolios. It is 
the chronicle of stewards 
whose heart’s desire was 
furthering His Kingdom. VBF 
is the fulfillment of visionaries 
determined to maximize 
Virginia Baptists’ investments 
for the benefit of individuals, 
churches, missions and 
charitable nonprofits.

VBF was established in 1923, 
following a careful study of 
the already successful Baptist 
foundation in North Carolina.  
One of VBF’s early organizers and 
mainstays was a man who truly 
loved everything Baptist. (In fact, 
Petersburg Baptist Association 
recorded his perfect attendance at 
50 consecutive annual meetings!) 
He tirelessly promoted and guided 
the foundation while running his 
successful law firm and faithfully 
serving his community and church. 

His story is the VBF story.
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MEET THE LEGEND

Fork Union, in the heart 
of central Virginia, was 
Harry Lamont Snead’s 1890 
birthplace. He was the 
fifth of 12 children born to 
James and Fannie Ellis. The 
Sneads actively supported 
construction of Fork Union 
Academy, which Harry 
attended following Baptist 
preparatory school. In 
1909, Harry graduated 
from Richmond College, 
then also a Baptist 
institution. While 
working as a high school 
teacher and principal, 
Harry achieved his law 
degree from the T.C. 
Williams Law School, 
becoming the first 
of many Sneads to 
pursue a career in 
law and justice. That 
same year, 1913, 
he married and 
over the years was 
blessed with four 
children. 

In 1919, Harry and 
his family relocated 
to Chester, and daily 
he rode by streetcar 
to his law practice 
in Petersburg. Early 
on, he was a member 
of the Virginia 
General Assembly 
(1920), followed by 
commonwealth’s 
attorney for Chesterfield 
County (1920−1924) and 
the first city attorney 
for Colonial Heights 
(1930−1958). He also 
was instrumental 
in establishing 
Petersburg’s City 
Savings Bank and Trust 
Company in 1923, for which he served 
as president and board chairman.

Harry later partnered with two 
attorneys: his grown sons John A. 
Snead and Harry Snead, Jr. They formed 
the law practice of Snead & Snead in 
Petersburg’s Union Trust Building. 

“He worked all the time and wasn’t 
much on vacation,” recalled John W. 
Snead who is the oldest of Harry’s six 

grandchildren 
and today lives 
on Snead Avenue 
in Colonial 
Heights. “His 
idea of vacation 

was Saturday fishing.” 
Together, sometimes 
with a few of Harry’s 
pals, they would fish 
the Swift Creek ponds 
from old cypress-wood 
boats. “We caught pan 
fish—brim, blue gills 
and of course bass—but 
never on Sundays.”

Sundays were 
sacred. “Pop (as his 
grandchildren called 
him) had his own pew 
at Colonial Heights 
Baptist Church,” his 
grandson John said. 
“He went to both 
Sunday services and 

Wednesday night prayer meetings. 
He was very religious and very 
conservative in every way.” Harry 
devotedly served the church as a trustee 
for 39 years, as a teacher of the Snead 
Bible Class for 33 years and as a deacon 
for 15 years. 

FOUNDING VIRGINIA 
BAPTIST FOUNDATION 

After years of planning, the Virginia 
Baptist Foundation was established 
in 1923, and Harry’s dedication to its 
cause only increased with each new 
client. Petersburg resident W. J. Crowder, 
who died in 1926, provided the first 
significant example of giving. He left 
Virginia Baptist Foundation the bulk of 
his estate, which was equivalent to a 
$1.1-million gift today. 

“He (Harry Snead) was one of the first 
to see the practical Christian wisdom 
of investing his estate in a foundation 
so that his philanthropy could be 
implemented even after his death,” 
observed a colleague. Harry was 
convinced that there were members in 

A LIFE OF SERVICE
1913  GRADUATED FROM 

RICHMOND COLLEGE

1915  STARTED LAW PRACTICE

1920  ELECTED TO VIRGINIA 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1920  COMMONWEALTH'S 
ATTORNEY FOR 
CHESTERFIELD COUNTY

1923   PRESIDENT OF CITY 
SAVINGS BANK

1930  CITY ATTORNEY FOR 
COLONIAL HEIGHTS

Harry Snead as 

a young man 

(facing page), 

and pictured 

here with his 

fiancé in 1911, 

on the campus 

of Richmond 

College.
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every church who were like Crowder, 
wanting to claim “the opportunity of 
witnessing for Christ 
when they shall 
have been called 
home by leaving a 
sum of money to the 
foundation which 
will bear interest 
through eternity for 
the benefit of the 
causes they loved.” 
Seemingly ahead of his 
time, Harry proposed 
that philanthropic 
education among 
Virginia Baptists was 
critical to their support 
of the foundation. 
He advocated among 
ministers and 
congregations about the foundation’s 
potential for transforming charitable 
contributions and estate proceeds into 
long-term financial support of nonprofit 
organizations and churches. 

50-YEAR VOLUNTEER

Ever dedicated to the foundation’s 
mission and vision, Harry volunteered 
his expertise and time – for more than 
50 years! He was a stabilizing influence, 
for he served in every VBF leadership 
capacity between 1924 and 1975.  
“He was dedicated,” his grandson  
John said. “Pop latched onto something 
and stayed with it.” 

For 30 years, Harry also generously 
provided pro bono legal services that 
included will preparation. Dr. Linwood 
Horne, pastor of Walnut Hill Baptist 
Church, wrote that Harry “has been 
wont to say: ‘If it’s for the Baptist cause, 
get it done, and send me the bill’.”

The number of private investors and 
church-managed accounts grew in 

strength, based on the foundation's 
emphasis on security, reasonable 

income and the 
possibility of capital 
gains — all of which 
continue today.

In 1972, the 
foundation relocated 
its office from 
Petersburg to the 
Baptist Building in 
Richmond. That 
same year, long-
tenured president 
Harry Snead was 
elected to the newly 
created position of 
chairman of the 
board. The incoming 
secretary publicly 
thanked Harry “for 

the incomparable, distinguished, and 
important service … rendered to the 
foundation across the years … [and 
expressed people’s] high regard for  
him as a man of honesty, integrity,  
high character, commitment, and  
best ability.”

HARRY’S LEGACY 
CONTINUES

Harry passed away in 1979 at age 
89, leaving the foundation a $25,000 
bequest in his will. The Harry L. Snead 
Scholarship Fund was established, and 

its principle continues to grow. Harry’s 
foresight has provided scholarships to 
University of Richmond students for 
four decades, positively impacting more 
than 100 students in need.

Harry noted during the foundation’s 
early days, “The trustees have the 
highest hopes and ambitions for the 
ultimate success of the foundation, 
believing as they do that there 
should be some central organization 
or corporation whose duty it is to 
solicit and hold in trust the gifts 
of the denomination and then to 
administer the same according 
to the wishes of the donor and 
for the best interests of the 
denomination.”

Today, VBF continues to uphold 
the founders’ goals and the 
Almighty’s commandments 
related to Christian stewardship, 
ethics and outreach.  

Background information provided by 
grandsons John W. Snead and David 
Snead, and by Fred Anderson, “Acorns 
to Oaks: A History of the Virginia 
Baptist Foundation, Inc.,” 1998.

THE TYPICAL VBF CLIENT? 

Today, VBF manages church 
finances and estate trusts 
of all sizes, for faithful 
stewards desiring to share 
their blessings through 
missions, scholarships 
and designated gifts.

NO ORDINARY VOLUNTEER
51 YEARS  VIRGINIA BAPTIST 

FOUNDATION

30 YEARS  PRO BONO LEGAL 
SERVICES

39 YEARS  TRUSTEE  
COLONIAL HEIGHTS 
BAPTIST CHURCH

33 YEARS  SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TEACHER

15 YEARS DEACON

“ Months before I was born, 
mother wanted me to be a 
minister. However, I feel I have 
been able to do so much more 
as a layman.” 
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HARRY’S VBF SERVICE

1926-53 SECRETARY

1954-70 PRESIDENT

1971-72  CHAIRMAN 
OF THE 
BOARD

1973-75  HONORARY 
CHAIRMAN
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The Clarion Call of Christianity
By Ron Hall

Depending on your translation preference, there are approximately 8,000 verses in the 

New Testament. Of these at least two are seared, usually in the King James tongue, on 

the hearts and minds of Christians:

“ For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.” —John 3:16 

“ Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 

commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even until the end of the world. Amen.”

—Matthew 28: 19–20

Martin Luther referred to the former as the “Gospel 

in Miniature,” while Rudolf Bultmann noted the 

latter as the “Table of Contents of the Gospel.” For 

Christian believers, these verses have been a source 

of comfort, assurance, instruction and a clarion call 

to action for nearly 2,000 years.

On the bookshelf in my office is a booklet titled,  

“A Man and a Leather Globe.” Published by the 

Virginia Baptist Historical Society, the booklet 

chronicles the life story of William Carey, the Father 

of Modern Missions. More than 400 years ago, 

upon accepting the commissioning of the Baptist 

Missionary Society to go to India to share the 

Christian message, Carey uttered his now famous 

words, “I will descend down into the mines, but you 

must hold the ropes of support.”

Some think of VBF as a will-writing ministry, others 

as a scholarship-award ministry and still others 

as a money-management ministry. However, did 

you know that the foundation distributes millions 

of dollars annually to hundreds of donor-directed 

charitable organizations? In fact, VBF distributed 

more than $66 million to 3,600 ministries over the

last 10 years! This time period represents nine of the 

top 10 distribution years in this ministry’s 96-year 

history. Praise be to God for these faithful stewards!

While some have indeed gone across the street and 

to the four corners of the world to carry Christ’s 

Great Commission, others have stayed at home and 

just as faithfully held ropes of support. Their names 

are unknown to most, but they are a legion who 

surely are written in the Lamb’s Book above. They 

are or were faithful teachers, mail carriers, farmers, 

car salesmen, cab drivers, insurance salesmen, 

real estate agents, bankers, pilots, factory workers, 

business owners, homemakers, dentists, government 

employees, college professors, secretaries and 

telephone operators — all foot soldiers for the 

Kingdom of God.

I am thankful they entrusted VBF 

as their stewardship partner in 

fulfilling the Great Commission. 

Can we assist you in honoring 

God through your Christian 

stewardship and giving? Contact 

our office today to find out how. 
Ron Hall  
CEO
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CELEBRATING THE 2019-2020 VIRGINIA BAPTIST FOUNDATION  

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Each year, undergraduate, graduate and seminary students are encouraged to apply 

for VBF scholarships. Applicants are members of  Virginia Baptist churches, and awards 

are based on need and merit. Some funds are restricted for particular fields of study, 

areas of the state or specified educational institutions. Other funds are awarded at the 

discretion of the foundation’s scholarship committee. The scholarship  dollars come to 

VBF though visionaries whose planned gifts—including trusts, bequests and outright 

gifts—support the next generation’s educational goals.  

For the 2019-20 academic year, VBF awarded 107 scholarships, totaling more than 

$180,000, to undergraduate, graduate, doctoral and seminary students. A scholar 

reception, hosted by VBF on May 19, 2019, celebrated these recipients.

The next round of scholarship application begins December 1, 2019, with a deadline 

of January 31, 2020. Visit vbfinc.org/scholarships for more information on application 

submission and funding opportunities.

UNDERGRADUATE 

Ann Garrett Allred
James Madison University

First Baptist Church of Richmond

ChangHee Bae
Virginia Commonwealth  
University

Shining Star Community Church

Chang-Hyun Bae
California Baptist University

Shining Star Community Church

Meghan Elizabeth  
Bailey
Bridgewater College

Wilroy Baptist Church

Hannah Nicole Barnett
UVA Wise

First Baptist Church of Appalachia
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Sean John Basey, Jr.
North Carolina A&T

Emmanuel Christian 
Fellowship Church

Joelle Faith Beals
Huntington University

Warrenton Baptist Church

Seth Christian Bliley
William & Mary

Beulah Baptist Church

Samantha Ryan  
Boehmer
Radford University

Atlee Community Church

Sarah-Anne Burrell
University of Lynchburg

Rose Union Baptist Church

Kaylee Morgan  
Butterworth
University of Richmond

River Road Church, Baptist

Rebecca Button
Carnegie Mellon University

Salem Baptist Church

Frances Carlton
Averett University

West Main Baptist Church

Claire Carter
Christopher Newport University

First Baptist Church of Richmond

Sarah Catherine Castle
University of Illinois

New Highland Baptist Church

Kieland Grace  
Chandler
University of Virginia

Linden Heights Baptist Church

Lauren Grace  
Chewning
George Mason University

Salem Baptist Church

Jazmine N Conley
Christopher Newport

Coan Baptist Church

Emma Cook
Virginia Tech

Northstar Church

Amanda Curley
Virginia Tech

Cool Spring Baptist Church

Micah Dance
Liberty University

Lynn Haven Baptist Church

Hannah Page  
Dankenbring
Longwood University

Second Baptist Church  
of Petersburg

Edson Chu  
De Guzman, Jr.
University of Virginia

Chinese Baptist Church  
of Richmond

Aaron Michael Evans
Virginia Tech

West Lynchburg Baptist Church

Grace Geng
Virginia Tech

Chinese Baptist Church of Richmond

Eunice Hahn
California Baptist University

Shining Star Community Church

Elizabeth Jihie Hahn
California Baptist University

Shining Star Community Church

Andrew Haley
Wofford College

Salem Baptist Church

Allison Nicole Haran
Averett University

First Baptist Church of Ridgeway

Joshua Clarke Hawkins
Virginia Commonwealth University

Hillcrest Baptist Church

Brooks Alexander 
Henderson
Virginia Commonwealth University

First Baptist Church of Waynesboro

Rachel Kathryn Hughes
James Madison University

West End Baptist Church

Brianna Skye Janey
Liberty University

Blackberry Baptist Church

Seth Alan Janey
Patrick Henry Community College

Blackberry Baptist Church

Mikayla Jane Jenkins
Christopher Newport University

Mountain View Community Church

Jennifer D Keene
Carson Newman University

First Baptist Church of Gate City

Grace Kim
Virginia Tech

New Life Baptist Church of Richmond

Abigail Grace Kiss
University of Virginia

Bethany Baptist Church

Jenna Nicole Kitts
The College of William & Mary

James River Baptist Church

Sebastian James Kocz
Oxford College of  
Emory University

Blacksburg Baptist Church

Anna Catherine Kueng
University of Lynchburg

Mount Hermon Baptist Church

June Amelia Kwak
University of Virginia

Virginia Agape International 
Baptist Church

Lauren Ashley Lalk
Liberty University

Immanuel Baptist Church

Cassidy Paige Largen
Lees-McRae College

High Point Baptist Church

Ling Lin
James Madison University

Chinese Baptist Church  
of Richmond

Jordan Lyon
Lee University

Shiloh Baptist Church

Eric Nathaniel Maroney
Union University

Urbanna Baptist Church

Kayleigh Elizabeth  
Maroney
Union University

Urbanna Baptist Church

Marshall Seth  
McGlothlin
University of Virginia 's 
College at Wise

Rosedale Baptist Church

Ethan McManamey
Virginia Tech

Chestnut Hill Baptist Church

Joyner Miller
The College of William and Mary

Memorial Baptist Church
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Virginia Baptist 
Foundation 
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MINISTRY 
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Tyler Grey Miller
Bridgewater College

West Lynchburg Baptist Church

Caroline Taylor Mullins
Radford University

Wise Baptist Church

Micah Nehemiah 
Montgomery
Liberty University

Fairway Baptist Church

Jared Nichols
George Mason University

Berea Baptist Church

Kassidy Janaye Mullins
Lincoln Memorial University

First Baptist Church of Appalachia

Ju Hee Park
University of California, Irvine

Charity Korean Baptist Church

Carley Ann Peacock
Liberty University

Smithfield Baptist Church

Sidney Lynn Rudolph
Liberty University

Beulah Baptist Church

Zoie Ann Sadler
Virginia Tech

Bethany Baptist Church

Brandon Sample
Virginia Tech

Rosedale Baptist Church

Kennedy Wilson Schultz
Virginia Tech

New Prospect Baptist Church

Jakob Robert Schneider
Cornell University

Northside Baptist Church

Lydia Rachel Shearin
Christopher Newport University

New Highland Baptist Church

Valerie Shough
Patrick Henry Community College

High Point Baptist Church

Timothy Sloane
Bluefield College

Melrose Baptist Church

Sherin Crosby Stewart
University of Virginia

Mathews Baptist Church

Marcia Elizabeth Swann
Liberty University

Coan Baptist Church

Sophia Kathleen Taddeo
Christopher Newport University

Gayton Baptist Church

Morganne Talley
University of Lynchburg

Madison Heights Baptist Church

Ashley Tiller
Liberty University

Mill Creek Baptist Church

Kayley Grace Turner
Mary Baldwin University

Derbyshire Baptist Church

Savannah Carol Turner
University of Lynchburg

Derbyshire Baptist Church

Jacob Lee Wageman
University of Virginia

New Prospect Baptist Church

Joshua Caleb Walker
Liberty University

Hebron Baptist Church

Victoria Lee White
University of Virginia

Haran Baptist Church

Caleb P. Williams
Bluefield College

Falling River Baptist Church

Nathan Williams
Liberty University

Falling River Baptist Church

Morgan Wilson
Christopher Newport University

Coan Baptist Church

Thomas Woodrow 
Wilson, III
James Madison University

White Stone Baptist Church

Luke Yates
Liberty University

Harman Memorial  
Baptist Church

GRADUATE

Margaret Chi
Liberty University College 
of Osteopathic Medicine

Chinese Baptist Church 
of Richmond

Injoo Choi
New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

Korean Church on the Rock

Woongje Chun
New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

Korean Church on the Rock

William Moncure Cumbia
McAfee School of Theology, 
Mercer University

Chancellor Baptist Church

Kenneth Leon Daniel III
Union Presbyterian Seminary

Chamberlayne Baptist Church

Samantha Dunn
Virginia Tech

Antioch Baptist Church

Yasenia Elizabeth Edwards
Milligan College

Hillcrest Baptist Church

Katherine Anne Gaines
Virginia Commonwealth University

University Baptist Church

Libby Mae Grammer
Mercer University McAfee 
School of Theology

First Baptist Church of Martinsville

Eliza Lidie Green
Drexel University

Blacksburg Baptist Church

Ainee De Guzman
Edward Via College of 
Osteopathic Medicine

Chinese Baptist Church 
of Richmond 

Eison De Guzman
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School

Chinese Baptist Church 
of Richmond

Rebekah Koch
Emory University

Columbia Baptist Church

Ga Young Lee
George Mason University

One Way Church

Jackson McKinley  
Miller
Boston University

West Lynchburg  
Baptist Church

Justin Pierson
Union Presbyterian Seminary

Bonsack Baptist Church

Kaya Prasad
Duke Divinity School

Gayton Baptist Church

William Kyle 
Richardson
Virginia Commonwealth 
University

Fairview Baptist 
Church-River Club

Kiera R Rohan
Radford University

First Baptist Church - 
West Main Street

Jordan Glenn Secrist
Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

South Run Baptist Church

Morgan Stacy
Lincoln Memorial University

Bethany Baptist Church

Katy Martin Terrill
Dallas Theological 
Seminary DC Campus

Northstar Church

Nathanael Blessington  
Thadikonda
Virginia Union University 
- School of Theology

Deep Run Baptist Church

Joshua Thompson
Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Chancellor Baptist Church

Morgan Tyree
The College of William and Mary

Lakewood Baptist Church

Marilee Abel White
Central Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Bon Air Baptist Church
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TAKING A LEAP 
OF FAITH 
By Jeff Ukrop

If you walk down the street in Bristol, Virginia, you are 

closer to six other state capitals than Richmond. Crazy! 

Even though working at VBF has me traveling all over 

the state, I live in the Richmond area and have for the 

majority of my life. However, just recently, I officially 

moved into the City of Richmond. Finally, I can say that 

I live in our state’s capital!

Over the last several months, it has been apparent 

that moving to a new home is a lot like giving to a 

ministry. You commit to something because you like 

it and want to be part of it, but you don’t know  

if you will love it once the commitment is fulfilled. 

What if you donate your IRA’s required minimum 

distribution to a church and end up not liking the 

pastor’s preaching? What if you buy a new home and 

don’t care for the layout once you move in? While 

neither scenario is fatal, each involves a step of faith. 

God placed on my family’s heart the desire to move 

to the city, and we have no idea what adventure, what 

friendships and what learnings He has planned for us 

in the years ahead. Based on our recent walk to the ice 

cream shop, while weaving through the side-streets’ 

potholes, we suspect plenty of asphalt (and sugar!) 

will be involved.  

God places a generous spirit within each individual 

and family. When a family gives appreciated stock 

to set up a VBF Endowed Scholarship to support 

students from their hometown or when an individual 

contributes a Christmas bonus to a donor-advised 

fund to ultimately support the BGAV’s Disaster 

Response efforts, the donors have no clue who will 

benefit from their gesture. That’s why VBF explains 

many perspectives when assisting families with 

charitable planning … helping them consider as much 

due diligence as possible prior to making their gift.

That same due diligence takes place when we decide 

to move — schools, streets, churches and yes, ice 

cream shops are all considered. There might be a 

bumpy road, grumpy neighbor or awkward sermon 

along the way, but we know these are part of being 

involved in a community geographically, charitably 

and most importantly, spiritually.

What is on your horizon? A move? 

A planned gift? Or, maybe both?  

Be prepared to take steps that will 

ultimately provide direction toward 

a street of gold in a city that is 

actually closer and definitely more 

meaningful than any state capital!  
Jeff Ukrop 
Development Officer

God placed on my family’s heart the desire to move to the city, and we have no 

idea what adventure, what friendships and what learnings He has planned for us.
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Mission teams take care of those 
lacking food and shelter – but who 
takes care of mission teams? 

It’s especially difficult when serving in the nation’s capital, 
where average room rates exceed $270 per night. Group 
leaders, desperate for help, are quick to call Northern 
Virginia churches. With sleeping bags in tow, the teams 
ask permission to camp in church gyms and multi-purpose 
centers for up to a week. Generous, yes, but there’s still the 
need for showers and group meals. 

Twenty years ago, God began 
crafting a solution. Manassas 
Baptist Church bought a vacant 
middle school adjacent to its 
property. Church leaders had no 
idea how the building would be 
used, but they knew God would use 
it. Throughout the years the church 
has used the spacious building 
for their contemporary worship 
service, church office, weekday 
preschool ministry and other 
ministry endeavors.  However, the 
building still had plenty of space 
that was not utilized.

Earlier this year, God’s purpose 
for that extra space became clear: 
a lodging and retreat center for 
mission groups and churches.

“I had stayed in mission centers 
in New York,” said Dee Whitten, 
executive director of NorthStar Church Network, which 
now operates the facility. “I had a heart for doing a missions 
center for a number of years, and no one else was doing 
this on a large scale in D.C. When Manassas Baptist Church 
invited NorthStar staff to check out their unused space, it 
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by Lynn Kirk
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MANASSAS 
BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
BOUGHT 
A VACANT 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 
ADJACENT TO 
ITS PROPERTY. 
CHURCH 
LEADERS HAD 
NO IDEA HOW 
THE BUILDING 
WOULD BE 
USED, BUT THEY 
KNEW GOD 
WOULD USE IT.

J
A

Y
 P

A
U

L



42 vbfinc.org

took us only five minutes to decide. It 
was the perfect location, just 35 miles 
outside of D.C.” 

At that point, a strong vision was 
crucial. How could a former public-
school building be updated to today’s 
standards and guest expectations? 
Bryan Jones, associate executive 
director of NorthStar, led the 
renovation project and was thrilled 
when 150 volunteers from 50 churches 
signed on to help. With a master 
plan as their guide, the projects were 
completed one by one, from installing 
drywall to painting and remodeling. 
Two of the larger rooms were divided into four dorm rooms 
for bunk beds, each room accommodating 10 to 18 people for 
a total 54 overnight guests. Showers, remnants of the school’s 
former gym facility, were updated and refreshed. Another 
area was transformed into a full kitchen and dining center 

that doubles as worship space for 60 people, and a conference 

room was outfitted with teleconference capabilities. The patio 

eventually will feature a grill and outdoor seating. Since most 

mission groups involve youth, Manassas Baptist graciously 

allows Mission Center guests to enjoy the football and 

soccer fields, as well as the gym and basketball courts. Giant 

wall games, which line the hallways, enhance the fun and 

welcoming atmosphere. “It’s clean, comfortable and safe, plus 

a fun location,” Dee said.

GUEST ARRIVALS

Just a few months after construction began, the NorthStar 

Mission Center DC (MCDC) launched a trial run. Fifty students 

from Judson University in Illinois were the first overnight guests.

The fully repurposed, redesigned back wing of the middle 

school was completed in July of this year. A group from 

Sunset Beach, North Carolina, who operated a sports camp 

with Providence Baptist in Tyson’s Corner, was among the 

first mission teams to serve directly with a NorthStar church.

BRYAN JONES 
LED THE 
RENOVATION 
PROJECT 
AND WAS 
THRILLED 
WHEN 150 
VOLUNTEERS 
FROM 50 
CHURCHES 
SIGNED ON 
TO HELP.
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The newly opened 

NorthStar Mission 

Center DC (MCDC) 

in Northern Virginia 

offers comfortable 

(and affordable!) 

dorm-style lodging 

for youth and adults 

traveling on short-

term mission trips 

and ministry retreats. 

Other amenities range 

from a worship and 

dining facility to use 

of a gym and outdoor 

soccer fields for fun 

after work is done.
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“The mission needs are great in this region with hundreds 
of thousands of refugees and newly arrived immigrants, as 
well as locals experiencing hard times,” Dee noted. “Mission 
teams can stay at MCDC and have mission projects already 
lined up, or we will help connect them to one of our churches 
or nonprofit partners. We are using our resources to help 
churches carry out their God-given mission,” Dee said. 

The mission teams typically host backyard Bible clubs, 
Vacation Bible Schools, music tours, church renovations and/or 
food distribution.

In addition to domestic guests, the state-of-the-art center is 
expected to attract international groups when they travel to 
Washington, D.C., to connect with churches sharing their culture.

“This facility is a great place for men’s and women’s retreats,” 
Dee added. “Our location is convenient for groups visiting the 
Museum of the Bible, and we can arrange a local tour guide for 
Christian heritage tours of D.C., too.

“NorthStar Church Network is here to support, encourage and 
energize our churches. We’re not inventing new resources; 

Staff with  

NorthStar Church 

Network provides 

helpful resources 

and multi-cultural 

connections to 

churches and groups 

carrying out their 

God-given missions 

in Washington, 

D.C. and Northern 

Virginia.
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we are the liaison between resources 
that already exist. The success of this 
project depends on the churches. We 
invite them to use this real estate for 
God’s purposes.”   

MORE ABOUT NORTHSTAR 
CHURCH NETWORK

Around 175 Baptist churches comprise 
NorthStar Church Network, which is 
Virginia’s largest local association. 
Associational membership reflects the 
Northern Virginia region, with more 
than 70 international congregations, 
including those whose native 
language is Arabic, Spanish, Korean and more. “There’s a good 
mix, and they’re all part of the Baptist family,’’ Dee said. Like 
many other local associations, NorthStar Church Network 
continues to look for new and creative ways to meet financial 
needs of their growing association. MCDC will allow NorthStar 
to offer vibrant ministry in service to their churches.

RESERVATION INFO: 

MCDC lodging is 

available at $30 per night 

per person. Linens and 

towels are provided, as is 

full use of the facility and 

parking. A continental 

breakfast is available for 

a few dollars per person. 

Visit northstarcnet.org 

for policies and 

reservations, or email 

info@northstarcnet.org 

or call (703) 941-6822.

MONEY MANAGEMENT: 
SOLID INVESTMENTS FOR 
FINANCIAL STABILITY
The NorthStar Church Network is an 
agency client of VBF, meaning VBF 
invests funds on the association’s 
behalf. The funds can be requested 
at any time by the appropriate 
organizational liaison. Quarterly 
reports are provided with detailed 
account activity.

Several other associations and 
churches rely on VBF for management 
of designated funds, such as funding 
for missions, children’s ministries, 
scholarships, endowments, cemetery 
upkeep and building maintenance. 

Mission photos: River of Life Baptist Church, Sunset Beach, NC
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I would have never thought volunteering 

almost 20 years ago would have led to 

such long-term relationships.

ANOTHER KIND OF MISSION FIELD
By Todd Fuller

In March of 2001, I became a volunteer coach for the 

soccer team of my 5-year-old daughter, Tori. I don’t 

know if you have ever watched 5-year-olds play 

soccer, but the soccer ball is basically a magnet that 

youngsters chase wherever it goes. Little did I know 

that group of little girls would stick with me every  

fall and spring for the next 13 years. 

Over time, they all became “my girls.” I was invited 

to school sporting events, band performances, dance 

competitions and school plays, and of course I tried 

to attend as many as I could. That core group of eight 

girls grew to 20 our last few seasons. Not only did 

the group grow, but each girl grew into a young lady 

with big plans ahead. High school graduations came, 

and again, I attended as many as I could, proud as 

could be of each and every one. I stayed in touch with 

many, even meeting them at their college for lunch 

during football games at Virginia Tech, Virginia, 

William & Mary and Christopher Newport. 
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vbfinc.org/imagine

They have now graduated 

from college, except for a 

few medical doctors-to-be 

and one working on her 

PhD. They live all over the 

country, too: Texas, Missouri, Colorado, Washington, 

D.C., etc. They graduated with degrees in engineering, 

finance, forensic science, teaching and nursing.  Some 

married, and a few have children. And yes, most of 

them still keep in touch with me on social media.

I would have never thought volunteering almost 20 years 

ago would have led to such long-term relationships. It 

means more to me than they will ever know.

In October 1990, a young man fresh off of three years 

in the world of public accounting was hired by VBF 

to develop the foundation’s first computer software 

accounting system. As I worked with the accounts,  

I began to develop relationships with many individuals 

and organizations. Invitations were extended for 

birthday parties and church business and committee 

meetings, and I attended as many as I could. I also 

provided materials about the foundation, including 

services that assist individuals with charitable  

estate planning and churches with investment 

management services.

Over the years these relationships have been so 

rewarding. I have developed great friendships with 

great individuals. I have also seen churches grow, 

thrive and support many life-changing missions that 

began as dreams.

I never thought accepting the 

VBF position almost 29 years ago 

would have led to such long-term 

relationships. Like the soccer 

team, the VBF friendships mean 

more to me than they, or you, 

will ever know.   
Todd Fuller
CFO

The girls' soccer team 

that Todd coached wear 

jerseys representing 

the colleges that they 

planned to attend.
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MIRACULOUS GENEROSITY blends timeless truths from the Bible with modern-day 

examples to encourage your church to step out in faith. The FREE four-part video series 

has been used in Bible studies and Sunday school classes throughout Virginia. Now, 
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