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Pain poignantly pierces the soul as the Lord’s peace softly eases the 

agony. In the last year, confusion and sorrow cloaked the globe. While 

many people falter, those whose faith is unwavering find true solace. 

As God’s plans unveil, they often are puzzling and 

saturated with irony. For example, members of 

the Church of England never intended for Eagle 

Eyrie to become a Baptist conference center, but 

God did. No one knew that a camp counselor, 

dining hall worker and softball pitcher at Eagle 

Eyrie would one day become a key team member 

of VBF’s staff, but God did. Who would have dreamed in the 1960s 

that a pastor would seek training in psychotherapy and spend decades 

counseling hundreds of individuals? God did. No one would think a 

home-decorating store owner would take on the battle against gun 

violence through research and education, but God did. Who would 

have planned for a young man to lead the student ministry at Virginia 

Tech and his son to take the helm 30 years later? Again, God did.  

UNIMAGINABLE IRONY 

In March, my father-in-law, who spent his life creating 

a tight-knit family, died from COVID in an ICU bed 

with no loved one at his side. Just like all the other 

stories featured in “Imagine,” God planned every 

intricate detail and spiced it up with irony. Joe spent 

his life working hard, faithfully serving others and 

following the Lord’s leading. Truthfully, he was 

never alone because His Father was by his side. 

Now, his strength is fully renewed as he soars like 

an eagle in the presence of the Lord.

Cindy Elmore 

Editor
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they shall mount up  
with wings as eagles;
they shall run,  
and not be weary;  
and they shall walk  
and not faint.

But they that wait 
upon the LORD shall
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“ Come and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord ... and 
He will teach us His ways, and we will walk in His paths.”  

—Micah 4:2
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“I gave my life to Christ at 
Eagle Eyrie when I was age 9,” 
shared Eddie Stratton, who later 
served 12 years as BGAV’s chief 
financial officer. “I went there 
the first year Eagle Eyrie opened, 
since my mom was on the board 
for development, and from then 
on, I went to every music camp 
until I graduated from high 
school. RA camps, too!”

Former faculty treasure similar 
memories. “Eagle Eyrie always held an endearing 
place in my heart, but never more so than when my 
second-oldest son and my niece both received Jesus 
into their lives one weekend in 1993,” recalled Joan 
Foster, retired Virginia Baptist youth specialist. 

The Greens—Barry, a retired minister of music and 
his wife, Ann, an attorney experienced in special 
needs trusts—shared their recollections of service, 
which continues today. “We first helped with the 
Retreat for Youth and Adults with Special Needs 
while we were dating in 1988. We married the next 

year and have returned for the 
retreat every year since! Our 
two children haven’t missed 
a year either. While teens, 
they started bringing friends, 
and now we’re up to 20-some 
helpers who love taking part. 
The teens give of themselves, 
but what’s so special is that 
they also receive so much in 
return, including pure love and 
acceptance. It’s such a sweet 
community of people, and 

they’ve become our family. In fact, our oldest son, 
now age 28, flew in from California last year so he 
wouldn’t miss out.”

For many, their annual Eagle Eyrie visit was 
the highlight of the year. “Our parents, Rev. Jim 
and Barbara Wright—who pastored Bruington 
Baptist and three other churches—never had 
much money, so several summer vacations were 
spent at Eagle Eyrie. We would come as a family, 
but youth groups often invited us to join in their 
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THE ONLY THINGS SURPASSING EAGLE EYRIE’S MOUNTAINSIDE VIEWS 
ARE ITS MOUNTAINTOP EXPERIENCES. 
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devotions, trips to the pool and just hanging 
out,” reminisced Dave Wright and his sister, 
Beth Wright Seder. “Mom and Dad continued 
to lead preschool classes even after we went to 
college. They loved seeing the same families 
year after year, while also making new friends.”

Indeed, fellowship and fun were ever present 
at Eagle Eyrie, but discipleship and worship 
remained the focus. “I first attended Eagle Eyrie 
in 1956, as a 16-year-old, when there were only 

daytime assemblies,” recalled Rev. Rod Hale, 
who today serves as a consultant for the Baptist 
Extension Board. “After seminary and serving 
out-of-state churches, I returned to Virginia as 
a pastor of College Hill Baptist in Lynchburg. 
That’s when I became an Eagle Eyrie regular — 
especially while serving as director of Sunday 
School Growth and Development for the 
Virginia Baptist Mission Board. What a thrill 
it was to celebrate, sing and lead discipleship 
training among 500 or 600 people at Eagle Eyrie’s   
organized events! I still serve with senior adult 
retreats, and all my Eagle Eyrie experiences 
continue to be memorable.” 

Lasting memories like these continue to be made, 
as Eagle Eyrie enters its 65th year.

RETREAT. RENEW. REFOCUS.

Situated atop Locke Mountain in Lynchburg, 
Eagle Eyrie is a sanctuary dedicated to the Lord. 
The 425 acres of Blue Ridge splendor are blessed 
by breathtaking mountain vistas and James 
River valley views. Rustic trails wind through 
mature forests, strewn with moss-covered 
boulders as old as time itself. Bird songs call 
adults—conference attendees, couples, seniors 
and pastors—to pause and sense His presence. 
Devotions gain significance. Insight grows. 
Prayers prompt submission and sometimes, 
revelation of God’s plans. Attendees refocus 
through retreat and renewal.

From another perspective, Eagle Eyrie Baptist 
Conference Center is the state’s largest Christian 
camp for children and teens. Laughter echoes 
across the mountaintop as enthusiastic 
youngsters score goals on the soccer field and 
dodge opponents in the gaga pit. Fellowship is 
fostered through group worship and singalongs, 
while discovery and understanding are nurtured 
through Bible study and discussion. Spiritual 
lives awaken. Commitments ensue. Young lives 
change not only for the weekend, but for eternity.

Eagle Eyrie means different things to different 
people. But for all, Eagle Eyrie means that  
Christ is near.

MORE THAN A MILLION  

Up to 25,000 guests visit the center each year, 
totaling a remarkable 1.2 million visitors since 
1956. Initially all were Baptists, but since 1977, 
doors have opened to other Gospel-based 
organizations — whether individual churches 
seeking restoration or a group of churches 
participating in denominational gatherings. The 
center remains open year-round, with July and 
October being its busiest months. 

Lodging options span two hotel-style buildings 
and a pastor's cabin, as well as 33 independent 
lodges that are fully equipped, one and two-
story brick houses. An expansive auditorium, 
glass-enclosed conference room, multi-purpose 
classrooms and dedicated children’s building 

Up to 25,000 guests visit the 
center each year, totaling a 
remarkable 1.2 million visitors 
since 1956. Initially all were 
Baptists, but since 1977, doors 
have opened to other Gospel-
based organizations.

PHOTOS ERIN MAY
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EAGLE EYRIE BAPTIST CONFERENCE CENTER IS THE STATE’S 
LARGEST CHRISTIAN CAMP FOR CHILDREN AND TEENS. 
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WHILE ADULTS RETURN YEAR AFTER YEAR FOR WMUV WOMEN’S GET-AWAY OR IGNITE 
MEN’S IMPACT WEEKEND, YOUNGSTERS LOOK FORWARD TO CAMPS LIKE CENTRIKID, MC2,  
MUSIC & WORSHIP ARTS CAMP, PASSPORTKIDS AND THE EVER-POPULAR MOM AND ME.
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round out the meeting alternatives. God also 
calls Christians to worship from the pews of the 
chapel, as well the outdoor benches encircling 
the prayer labyrinth.

At Eagle Eyrie, break time is fun time, regardless of 
one’s age or interest. In addition to areas dedicated 
to traditional sports, such as soccer, basketball 
and volleyball, the complex boasts an inviting 
pool with two waterslides, two playgrounds, disc 
golf and even an indoor game room. 

COME AGAIN!

Eagle Eyrie’s regulars are high-profile 
organizations: BGAV, LifeWay, CBF Virginia, 
Virginia Lutheran Synod, Virginia United 
Methodist Conference and the Mid-Atlantic 
Chinese Christian Conference, to name a few. 
While adults return year after year for WMUV 
Women’s Get-Away or Ignite Men’s Impact 
Weekend, youngsters look forward to camps like 
CentriKid, MC2, Music & Worship Arts Camp, 
PASSPORTKids and the ever-popular Mom and Me.

Most events provide their own programming, 
while Eagle Eyrie supports with flexible package 
plans that can include lodging, meeting space 
and meals, as desired. Group meals, when 
included, range from picnics, buffets and 
cafeteria-style service to the occasional fine 
dining. “Our stability and size give us lots 
of options, so we customize every package, 
whether for nine or 900 people,” explained 
Director Rod Miller. “After 65 years, many of our 
guests are repeat customers, and our retention 
rate is extremely high.” 

Remarkably, Rod has quite a retention record 
himself. His Eagle Eyrie tenure began in the 
summer of 1989, as a part-timer while attending 
Liberty University. After completing his ministry 
training, Rod remained with the conference 
center and became a full-time employee. By 
2003, he was named director. He confessed, “I 
had no idea whatsoever that I’d be at Eagle Eyrie 
for the next 32 years!” 

His associate Baylor May experienced a similar 
journey. While pursuing a camp and outdoor 
adventure leadership degree at Liberty, Baylor 

was offered an internship—Eagle Eyrie’s first—
and today he serves as director of marketing 
and development. “Eagle Eyrie saw the value 
of interns, so now the door is wide open 
to students at other universities and BGAV 
churches, too,” Baylor said.

Even when the Baptist Conference Center 
was just a vision, partnerships supported 
its development and success. Today, local 
and state collaborations continue to provide 
streams of newfound revenue while extending 
Christian opportunities to inner-city youth, 

EAGLE EYRIE
    by the numbers

 1,200,000 Total guests since 1956

 $31,500 Purchase price in 1950

 22,513  Average number of annual 
guests since 1990

 2,760  Conferences and retreats 
since 2010

 1,000 Maximum group size

 865  Spiritual decisions during  
CentriKid Camps since 
2008

 860 Beds 

 279 Rooms

 65 Years of service

 65  Employees on staff  
in peak seasons 

 36 Housing units

 35 Meeting spaces

 1  Your invitation to  
experience Eagle Eyrie!
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special needs children and more. Additionally, 
a cadre of volunteers assists with Eagle 
Eyrie’s recreation offerings and landscape 
maintenance. Through LU Serve, Liberty 
University students logged 1,000 volunteer 
hours, last year alone.

SELL IT OR FIX IT?

Age caught up with Eagle Eyrie in the 1990s. 
BGAV, which owns and operates the facility, 
tasked its CFO Eddie Stratton to provide 
guidance concerning Eagle Eyrie’s destiny. 
“It had been underutilized for a long time, so 
one theory was to just sell it. But I thought it 
was in good shape for its time. It just needed 
some updating and amenities to make it more 
pleasant.” A committee evaluated the options 
and recommended selling the Peaks of Otter 
complex instead. From that sale, $1.2 million in 
proceeds were then redirected to Eagle Eyrie. 
Thereafter, J.E. Jamerson & Sons took those 
limited funds and revitalized Eagle Eyrie by 
remodeling the hotel as a conference center.  

From 2006 through 2008, renewal also extended 
to select lodges. “First Baptist Richmond 
renovated theirs into a 11-bedroom mini-
conference center, and that snowballed with 
great effect among others,” Eddie said. “It was 
just a godsend that we were able to make things 
start happening again.”

HOW VBF SUPPORTS

VBF is the trustee of multiple perpetual trusts and 
donor-advised funds (DAFs) from which annual 
distributions benefit Eagle Eyrie (see DAF info 
on page 11). In addition, VBF has managed the 
BGAV Endowment Fund since 1973, from which a 
portion benefits Eagle Eyrie. Contributions to this 
fund may be made by visiting the VBF website at 
vbfinc.org and clicking on Donate Now.

VISION 

Eagle Eyrie continues to adjust with the times, 
but its vision remains constant: “To see lives 
changed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
spiritual awakening and renewal.” 

Even Jesus rested. So, 

when pastors, ministers 

and missionaries need 

to rest and recharge, 

they reserve Catalpa 

Lodge, better known 

as the pastor's cabin. 

With upper and lower 

apartments, it also can 

accommodate the entire 

family for a vacation 

getaway. Everything is 

cozy—from front porch 

rockers to quilt-covered 

beds—thanks to a recent 

renovation funded by 

VBF. Ministerial staff 

associated with the 

BGAV enjoy the cabin at 

no charge, while others 

pay a nominal rate.  
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HISTORIC IRONY
In 1761, King George III of England granted 31,797 acres of 
Virginia’s piedmont to Welshman Nicholas Davies. The new 
owner’s land spanned Bedford and Amherst, and he named 
the lofty abode Eagle Eyrie, which means Eagle’s Nest. 

In the years that followed, ownership changed several times, 
as did use of the buildings and grounds. Eagle Eyrie became 
a hunting lodge, and later a tavern and guest house for 
stagecoach travelers. In 1915, Baron O’Quarles von Ufford 
and his family purchased the mountain retreat after fleeing 
the European turmoil of World War I. As transportation 
improved, so did access to the mountain. Subsequent owners 
advertised a roadside tearoom, and later, catering facilities. 

By 1950, the Baptist denomination recognized the 
mountaintop’s potential to accommodate large assemblies. 
The Virginia Baptist Board of Missions and Education 
purchased 195 acres, as well as the 12-room mansion, gate 
house, 150-year-old cottage and outdoor equipment − all 
for $31,500. The BGAV partnered with Baptist churches and 
associations across the state to build the conference center 
and lodging accommodations, including 33 lodges owned and 
financed by individual churches and associations. The grand 
opening took place in 1956, and close to 1.2 million guests 
have visited to date.

How ironic that the original owner, a devout member of the 
Established Church of England, served on a grand jury that 
imprisoned early Baptist preachers as heretics. Some 200 
years later, his homeplace serves as the state’s Baptist 
Conference Center. Indeed, God works in mysterious ways!

SOURCE: Annie L. Carlton. (1960). “The Romance of Eagle Eyrie.”

PRESERVING AND ENHANCING 
EAGLE EYRIE FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION
Eagle Eyrie also welcomes direct gifts for continued 
enhancement of its facilities, services and outreach. Consider 
a contribution, whether you’re a former camper with fond 
memories or a grandparent who wants future generations 
to experience Eagle Eyrie’s ministries. Current funding 
opportunities include renovation of the Voight Conference 
Center and improvements to outdoor recreation programs:

Roof for conference center  .......................... $50,000

Carpet in Voight lobby  .................................. $26,000

Waterslides for pool  .................................... $24,000

Flood lights for rec field  ................................$16,500

New basketball goals ..................................... $6,500

Security camera system ................................. $6,000

Retractable projection screen ........................ $5,500

Guest room renovation  ................................... $5,000

DONOR-ADVISED FUNDS 
DAFs can fund the immediate needs of nonprofit 
organizations, such as Eagle Eyrie. DAFs maximize 
gifts by allowing the donor to take an immediate 
tax deduction and avoid capital gains taxes, 
while investing the funds for future charitable 
distribution(s). Although the gift is irrevocable and 
an annual distribution is required, the donor has 
the opportunity to recommend gifts to nonprofits 
and churches that are meaningful to the donor. 

A DAF can be established with a $5,000 
minimum contribution, and additional 
contributions can be added during the donor’s 
lifetime or as part of an estate plan.

If a DAF sounds like it might meet your needs, 
give the VBF staff a call. They can answer all your 
questions and provide friendly, responsive support. 

E
R

IN
 M

A
Y



12 vbfinc.org12 vbfinc.org

Grief. Anger. Guilt. Anguish. Unchecked 

emotional turmoil and undiagnosed 

mental illness can paralyze, trigger 

mood swings and manifest as 

hopelessness. When too difficult to 

bear, many cope in worldly ways. 

Others realize their need for pastoral 

counseling, which is where psychology 

and Christianity intersect. 

Not every minister is equipped to  

serve as a pastoral counselor, but  

Dr. Bob Whitten made certain that he 

was. In response to God’s leading, he 

began post-doctoral studies in pastoral 

psychotherapy and soon joined part-

time the staff of a pastoral counseling 

agency. He later helped found two 

counseling agencies, shared therapeutic 

resources, best practices and leadership 

in regional and global realms, and 

counseled hundreds.

But a lot happened before that, including 

marriage, ministry and missions.

DONOR 
STORIES

charitable  
trusts

O
ver a game of donkey ping pong at Baylor 
University, Bob met Barbara in 1953. Neither 
remembers who won the game, but they 
definitely won each other’s heart. Three years 
later, Bob Whitten and Barbara Hutchen 

married. Bob had graduated as a history major with minors in 
philosophy and religion. Barbara graduated three months after 
they married with a degree in education.

God had called Bob to ministry a few years earlier, but he had 

Called to Compassion

Dr. Bob Whitten helped found not 

one, but two counseling agencies. For 

more than three decades, he counseled 

hundreds of individuals, couples and 

families, as well as congregations 

and pastors who faced pressure and 

dysfunction within their church.
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Called to Compassion
another career in mind. “My father was a building-
insulation contractor, and from boyhood I worked with 
him in both sales and labor. I knew I didn’t want to 
spend my life working with fiberglass and rockwool, 
but I wasn’t planning on ministry. I was going into 
business.” Bob wrestled with God’s call, but God’s 
will prevailed. The newlyweds moved to Louisville, 
Kentucky, so Bob could attend The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. While working on advanced 
degrees, he pastored local churches.

Meanwhile, Barbara taught during a daunting 
era: desegregation. She began her career with the 
Louisville Public Schools (LPS) in 1956, which was 
the year that LPS became the first school system in 
the south to desegregate. Barbara felt the impact, 
as did the 37 second graders packed into her urban 
classroom. Only her Christian faith sustained her 
through that stressful year. Like her husband, 
Barbara’s focus on education naturally dovetailed her 
ministry of compassion. 
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After Bob achieved his doctoral degree in 1964, the 
couple packed again. This time they headed to Fairfax 
County, Virginia, to pastor a mission congregation. 

This call met all Bob’s prayerful 
criteria: “mission work in a 

metro area with a vital 
Baptist life.” Westwood 
Baptist Chapel’s 80 
attendees met Sundays 
and Wednesday nights 
in a local school 
cafetorium. They had 

no building, no land 
and no constitution to 

call their own ... but now 
they had Bob and Barbara. Bob 

rigorously researched and wrote a constitution, a task 
he described as “one of the most onerous, yet valuable 
projects I ever did.” He also faithfully visited members 
and prospects and led a visionary transformation in 
remarkable time. Within three months, the mission 
organized as a church, bought five acres and launched 
a construction campaign. Meanwhile, Barbara 
developed a church library contained in a portable 
cabinet, since both she and Bob believed an informed 
congregation is a foundation for faithful witness. She 
also volunteered as church secretary from a temporary 
office in the rec room of their home.

A church building with a dedicated office and permanent 
library came none too soon, for the couple became a 
family in 1966. First, they adopted 4-month-old John,  
and two years later, they adopted baby Elizabeth. 
Barbara left the workforce to raise them, but always 
remained active with Bob at Westwood Baptist.

ACT TWO

The West Springfield community often turned to 
Doctor Bob in times of need. From his work as pastor, 
he developed a keen interest in counseling. “It was a 
growing experience, both personally and spiritually. 
So along with developing a church, Westwood 
commissioned me to expand its ministry into the 
community through counseling.” Bob kept a limited 
caseload and began to experience that pastoral 
counseling not only helps individuals and families; it 
fosters well-functioning churches. “I am thankful to 
witness the healing that occurs when Christian faith 

‘shakes hands’ with behavioral science,” Bob said. He 
eventually became a Fellow in the American Association 
of Pastoral Counselors.

By 1975, Barbara decided to reenter the workforce, and 
like Bob, she wanted to be fully prepared. She entered 
Catholic University in Washington, D.C., and attained a 
master of social work in between caring for the children. 
The Fairfax Public Schools System hired her as a social 
worker, and once again, the times were challenging. 

“ I am thankful to witness the 
healing that occurs when 
Christian faith ‘shakes hands’ 
with behavioral science.” 
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Public Law 94-142, Education for All Handicapped 
Children, had just passed, requiring schools to welcome 
and accommodate all students with special needs. With 
many languages spoken in the region, Barbara dealt with 
the additional complexity of reliance on interpreters. 
She endured and then thrived, not one year, but for the 
next 21. Following retirement in 2000, she continued 
serving God as an ESL teacher and as captain of a team 
in Westwood’s annual hypothermia ministry. 

Barbara joined Bob on his sabbatical to Scotland in 
1989, where he studied early Celtic Christianity at 
Trinity College. Afterwards, he retreated to the sacred 
island of Iona, which is a historic place of pilgrimage 
and spiritual renewal. Many years later, Bob would 
travel to India to teach a pastor’s class through 
ServeTrust—a non-governmental social ministry 
that works with the underserved and homeless—and 
would serve on the board of directors.
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But back to 1999, when the time had come to retire 
from Westwood Baptist. Bob had led four successful 
building campaigns, and membership had grown to 
about 1,000. “I don’t know if I was too tough to drive 

off, or whether no one else would have me, but 
I was blessed to serve at Westwood Baptist 

for 35 years.” 

SOLE FOCUS: COUNSELING

Bob had worked with a counseling 
agency in Greater Washington, D.C. 
for about 15 years when he and 20 

colleagues left to launch a new Virginia-
based agency, dubbed Center for Pastoral 

Counseling of Virginia. Seven years later, he 
and three associates withdrew to establish yet 

another practice, Pastoral Counseling of Northern 
Virginia. “These centers further extended my 
ministry because I had the capacity of bringing 
resources of my faith to the insights of behavioral 
science for a holistic approach,” Bob explained.  
He worked with most all needs and a diversity of 
people, including the “nones” who identified no  
faith connections. 

Though Bob never proselytized during his counseling 
sessions, he readily relied on biblical teachings. 
“I used the Joseph story with family relationships 
because it addresses the power of forgiveness 
and reconciliation. Joseph’s family was about as 
dysfunctional as you can get, yet he forgave and 
sought healthy renewal.” When appropriate to 

discuss steadiness in hard times, Bob applied the 
story of Jacob wrestling the angel of God. “This was 
an act of finally growing up from being a devious 
child to one who became an authentic person. It 
speaks to the spiritual struggles most of us know  
and the importance of staying the course.”

Bob’s impact grew exponentially when he helped 
establish a professional association known as 
the Mid-Atlantic Imago Therapists. The specially 
trained therapists apply a form of relational therapy 
that transforms through connection. During the 
organization’s second year, he served as president. 
Bob also belongs to the International Human 
Learning Resources Network, which was founded by 
Virginia Satir, a pioneer in the field of family therapy. 
Colleagues annually gather from around the world 
to explore ways to create a more compassionate 
world, as well as innovative tools for therapy. Bob’s 
global influence grew during his five annual terms 
as president, 2010 through 2015. He and Barbara also 
savored the related travel. Between professional, 
private and missional journeys, their passports were 
stamped in Egypt, Dubrovnik, Prague, Ukraine,  
Russia, Rarotonga and beyond. 

SECOND RETIREMENT

“It was important to know where and how to begin, 
as well as where and how to stop. I had executed the 
beginning and end of ministries in two ways: a definitive 
stop when retiring from Westwood in 1999, and then 
gradually when retiring from therapy in 2016,” Bob said. 

Bob and Barbara are in their late 80s now. She enjoys 
needlework and working in their landscape, having 
attained her Master Gardener Certification. Bob no 
longer skis or plays golf, but he relishes his time 
as a reader and life-long learner. Neither is ready 
to end their Christian service, though. Barbara 
continues her ministry of handwritten notes for 
special occasions. Meanwhile, Bob teaches an adult 
Bible study at McLean Baptist Church, where he and 
a colleague also launched the first phase of a new 
ministry, The Open Doors Project, when COVID-19 
struck the nation last year. Their vision is to build 
healthy communities through trusted relationships 
and meaningful inclusion of those who are 
economically and educationally marginalized. “We 
not only help them; we learn from them,” Bob said. 

“While age brings its limitations, Barbara and I are 
thankful to be so mobile and still serving. Truly, the 
best years of my pastoral ministry were the last five. 
And now, still to be active in ministering — what an 
incredible blessing from God!” 

“ It was important to know where 
and how to begin, as well as 
where and how to stop.”
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“A deep sense of stewardship 
was learned at my father’s knee. 
He tithed and taught his children 
this spiritual discipline,” Bob 
shared. “Barbara tithed before 
she met me, and we continued 
to tithe in the early days when 
we couldn’t afford to, like in 
grad school.” Later, living in 
Springfield cost more than they 
earned, so their tithe sometimes 
dipped into their savings. 

“Tithing is an important spiritual 
discipline because it keeps 
a person sensitive to God’s 
presence in one’s life,” Bob 
explained. “I’ve realized that the 
first half of life must be devoted 
to gathering: education, skills, 
relationships, finances and 
properties. During the second 
half of our lives, we need to 
develop a different toolkit to 
dispose of all our resources 

intelligently — and that requires 
even greater skills.” Neither 
Bob’s nor Barbara’s careers 
involved high salaries, yet they 

now enjoy a secure retirement 
and consider disposition of 
their possessions a continuing 
stewardship of life. 

Desiring to do “the most good” 
with their funds, they began 
considering how to allocate 
their estate, starting with 
their mountain retreat in West 
Virginia. “VBF offered multiple 

options and made it easy to set 
up a CRT (charitable remainder 
trust) benefiting future music 
students. We could not be 

happier with VBF because their 
processes are fiscally sound, and 
we truly treasure our relationship 
with the people there. They are 
respectful and personally warm.”

In addition to VBF investments, 
the Whittens established at 
Baylor University the Whitten 
Lectureship on Christian Faith 
Intersecting the Public Square, 

which explores how faith engages 
all aspects of society. The first 
lecture, held last September, was 
an extraordinarily relevant two-

part series titled “Myth, Race 
and the Media: From Pandemic 
to Protests.” 

Bob and Barbara continue to 
demonstrate their strong-held 
belief about finances: “Parting 
with funds is soul-satisfying 
when you are responsibly 
committed to serving the world 
for Jesus Christ.” 

Stewardship 
through VBF

“ The first half of life must be devoted to gathering: education, skills, 

relationships, finances and properties. During the second half of 

our lives, we need to develop a different toolkit to dispose of all our 

resources intelligently — and that requires even greater skills.” 

J
A

Y
 P

A
U

L



18 vbfinc.org

by Lynn Kirk 

For close to a century, churches have turned to Virginia Baptist Foundation for management 
of their special funds for maintenance, construction and cemetery upkeep.

VBF monitors the accounting, provides comprehensive reporting and safekeeps 
historical information. And unlike a well-meaning church volunteer, 
Vanguard—the foundation’s investment advisor—manages the 
funds with rock-solid financial expertise.

Read on to discover how VBF is helping different 
churches successfully empower their varied goals 
for construction, fundraising and Kingdom growth ...
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ROCK SOLID
Churches across Virginia rely on Virginia Baptist Foundation  
to manage special funds, giving them added expertise and  
freeing them to focus on moving their mission forward.

GALAX

Ease the weight of paperwork and responsibility for church funds by calling the VBF team 
at (804) 672-8862. Or visit vbfinc.org and click on the CHURCHES/MINISTRIES tab. 
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HILLCREST BAPTIST 

RAISING THE ROOF ON CHURCH GROWTH

A 
group of Galax women 
were God’s visionaries.     
 They dreamed of a  
  missional church with 

a Vacation Bible School that 
would connect children with 
the Gospel. Their prayers were 
answered in 1948, when First 
Baptist Church Galax began 
a new plant: Hillcrest Baptist 
Church. It was deemed a 
success when membership 
increased from 15 to 20 the 
first year. Land was purchased, 
and a traditional brick church 
was built and opened for 
worship the following year.

Decades passed and 
membership grew 
significantly, but available 
parking did not. Then in 
2003, Lowes Food announced 
its plans to close. The retail 
complex offered a huge 
facility and abundant parking 
directly across the street. In 
time, Hillcrest’s members 
sought God’s guidance by 
fasting and praying around 

the clock for one month. 
By 2005, they approved the 
purchase and launched 
Operation Relocation! A New 
View − An Eternal Vision.

The first stewardship campaign 
kicked off, resulting in the 
greatest one-time single 
offering in the church’s 
history. A generous member 
funded the building of Sunday 
School classrooms, and soon 
numerous construction teams 
volunteered. Some came with 
as many as 100 people and from 
as far away as Florida. “It’s like 
they adopted us,” said  
James Cowley, who has 
pastored the church since 1991. 
“The volunteers worked so hard, 
sometimes up to a month at a 
time, and we were encouraged.” 
Hillcrest Baptist began 
worship services in a portion 
of the new location in 2010.

Today, the church has sufficient 
space for continued growth. 
However, every rainstorm 

reminds James about another 
priority: a new roof. “We have 
a bucket in the attic, and I go 
and empty it after every heavy 
rain,” he said. “Years ago we 
got a bid for $200,000 to fix 
and insulate the roof, but who 
knows what it would cost now.” 

A deacon recommended 
taking a long-term financial 
perspective, so a roof fund was 
launched. VBF has managed 
the fund since 2018, returning 
13.8 percent annually. VBF also 
manages the Mabel Bottomley 
Memorial Fund, established by 
her family at her passing. Mabel 
was a charter member who 
raised nine children. Proceeds 
from the fund have purchased 
playground equipment and 
funded Mom and Me Camp 
scholarships to Eagle Eyrie for 
girls who attend Hillcrest via 
the church’s bus ministry.

Faith remains strong at 
Hillcrest, as does its outreach 
for Christ!

20 vbfinc.org
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REEDY SPRING BAPTIST 

GIVING A HISTORIC CHURCH  
FORWARD-THINKING TOOLS

The Reedy Spring community 
derives its name from an 
age-old natural spring whose 
waters still surface not far from 
the modern-day church. In the 
early nineteenth century, the 
community was close to the 
stagecoach stop for Hunter’s 
Tavern, as well as the home 
for the Reedy Spring Academy 
for young boys. In contrast, 
the church now hosts a wi-
fi hotspot and little library 
to support the public school 
COVID efforts.

The community organized 
Reedy Spring Baptist Church 
in 1832, with members initially 
meeting in the academy 
building. That structure no 
longer stands, and its next 
iteration was lost in a forest fire 
in 1943, but numerous rebuilds 
and additions occurred through 
the years. Today, Reedy Spring 
Baptist is an inviting church 
where several families are 
descendants of the original 
members. 

Though Reedy Spring Baptist 
boasts a rich past, its leaders 
share a forward-thinking 
financial perspective. In 
2019, they contacted VBF to 
manage two special funds. The 
thought process was explained 
by Laurie Harris, a finance 
professional who has served 
her church in treasury positions 
for nearly 25 years. “Our funds 
were languishing in checking 
accounts and CDs at low rates. 
We knew we should seek 
better rates and a long-term 
approach, but our membership 
is conservative. Their comfort 
level is important.” Having 
already partnered with VBF 
for management of two other 
nonprofits’ funds, Laurie 
considered VBF a good match 
for her church, too. “It is a 
familiar and trusted entity,” 
she said. The church cashed 
out its CDs, closed its checking 
account and established 
cemetery and building funds 
through VBF.

A different financial approach is 
applied to each account. “With 
the cemetery fund, we didn’t 
want to continue drawing down 
at a rate that could eventually 
exhaust the fund. So now, 
we just withdraw funds at a 
4 percent rate to help cover 
mowing costs, to allow the 
fund to grow.” Meanwhile, the 
building fund continues to grow 
with income reinvested for 
future use.

“Since there are so many 
financial scams these days, we 
wanted to give our members 
comfort in knowing who we 
were dealing with. VBF offers a 
market return at an acceptable 
fee, and they make the process 
easy,” Laurie said. “Unlike 
corporate investment firms, we 
know other Baptists are watching 
the operations of the VBF.”

21imagine I spring 2021

Dan Davis 

has pastored 

Reedy Spring 

Baptist since 

2014. The 

church mantra 

is "Bonded in 

Christ, Serving 

in Love."
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[OV]CHURCH, [OV]CHRISTIAN ACADEMY AND PRESCHOOL

FUELING THE DESIRE TO SUSTAIN  
AND MULTIPLY MINISTRY

The Bible calls Christians 
to prepare mind, body and 
soul for service. Ocean View 
Christian Academy and 
Preschool demonstrate this 
scripture by “equipping future-
generation leaders for the glory 
of God.” Weekdays from 6 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., the Ocean View and 
Colonial Heights campuses 
deliver Christian education and 
nurturing to children 6-weeks-
old through high school. This 
Gospel-centered approach 
extends to summer camps, 
extracurricular activities and 
family counseling services, too. 

[OV]Church in Norfolk is the 
sponsor of the school, as well 
as the owner of Coaster Coffee, 
a local nonprofit coffee shop. 
Though more than 100 years 
old, [OV]Church revitalized 

during the last seven years. 
Senior Pastor Aaron Dininny 
describes it as a “modern-
traditional, multi-cultural 
church that connects people 
with people and then sends 
them out into a world in need.”

Director of Finance Crystal 
Johnson oversees all fiscal 
activities and manages two 
funds invested through 
VBF. The first account is the 
schools’ Annual Fund that 
provides supplementary 
income to help the school 
achieve its mission across 
Hampton Roads and beyond. 
The second is the Multiply 
Fund, which is related to a 
visionary capital campaign 
of [OV]Church. “The Multiply 
Fund will help us plant 
40 new churches in south 

Hampton Roads over the next 
10 years,” Crystal explained. 
With a desire for effective 
administration and efficient 
stewardship, the family of 
new churches will initially 
share financial support, as 
well as staff, office space and 
assistance with graphic design 
and media. Additionally, the 
fund will help multiply the 
Gospel by training leaders and 
growing healthy disciples. 

Both funds are invested in 
money market accounts. 
“That makes it easier to save 
because we can’t touch the 
money whenever we want,” 
Crystal said. “The funds are 
earning money, and they’re 
safe” — which is every 
church’s desire for missional 
fund management.
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re you still trying to catch your 

breath after being dangled 

over the deep crevices and 

jagged ledges of 2020? 

A relentless virus, 

dissenting political 

views and even vicious 

blows from Mother Nature whisked around 

the globe, creating volatility in worldwide markets. Investments hit 

significant lows in the early spring of 2020, causing panic and doubt 

among investors, but rebounding markets brought calm by year end. 

Throughout a year of intimidating cliffs and glorious mountaintops,  

Virginia Baptist Foundation remained true to its investment strategy 

for long-term growth. Like an eagle that peers into the future and 

plots its course, VBF and Vanguard continued to create a gentle 

glide into years of investment growth.

With this steady approach, churches, organizations and charitable 

trusts realized gains in 2020 that will bolster them from headwinds in 

years to come. Earning more than $25 million in 2020, the foundation’s 

net assets now exceed $190 million. It is the long-term approach that 

helped VBF soar to this height. 

If 2020 made your knees tremble and your feet unsteady, remember 

it is always best to breathe deeply, glide calmly and steadily move 

your investment goals forward. VBF’s investment team knows there is 

always potential for more unforeseen and uncharted landscapes, but 

we will continually study and strategize to realize steady gains. 

Taking an eagle’s eye view with VBF will definitely keep you aflight 

during ever-changing times.

Todd Fuller
CFO

Eagle’s eye 
view on 

investment
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But over the long term, patience pays off for investors

A disciplined approach and a strategic asset allocation are key during 

uncertain times. Those who are patient will find themselves staying 

inflight and eventually reaching many mountain peaks.

$15M

$20M

... 

JAN  FEB  MAR  APR  MAY  JUN  JUL  AUG  SEP  OCT  NOV  DEC
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2020: Dramatic peaks & valleys

Month-End Market Values of Assets Under Management (AUM) for the year 2020 

Year-End Market Values of Assets Under Management (AUM) for the period 1990–2020
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CONTRIBUTIONS

 Agency Funds 68%    $4,084,044  

 Donor-Advised Funds 19%    $1,173,284   

 Restricted Funds 7%    $415,432

 Unrestricted Funds 4%   $226,458 

  Charitable Remainder  
Trusts & Gift Annuities 2%   $141,807 

                                  TOTAL  $6,041,025

DISTRIBUTIONS

 Churches  37%      $2,110,852   

 Missions  33%    $1,894,299 

  Donor-Advised  

Fund Beneficiaries 16%    $913,654   

  Scholarships &  
Educational Institutions 14%    $790,597

                                 TOTAL  $5,709,402

Information as of 12/31/2020 with numbers rounded

But over the long term, patience pays off for investors

2020: Dramatic peaks & valleys

Year-End Market Values of Assets Under Management (AUM) for the period 1990–2020

25imagine I spring 2021
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VIRGINIA BAPTIST FOUNDATION, INC. 
AND SUBSIDIARIES 

Consolidated Statements of Financial Position 
December 31, 2020 and 2019 

Assets 2020 2019

Assets:
Cash and cash equivalents - unrestricted 175,405$         152,210$         
Cash and cash equivalents - restricted 9,748,263        9,854,050        

9,923,668        10,006,260      

Investment in securities 181,377,956    157,434,491    
Investment in real estate 7,506 7,506 
Other assets 112,344           146,572           
Prepaid expenses 34,341             31,895             
Property and equipment - net 72,587             96,680             

Total assets 191,528,402$  167,723,404$  

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 300,618$         288,835$         
Annuity and split-interest trust obligations 2,182,498        2,149,817        
Agency accounts 99,041,253      84,826,332      

Total liabilities 101,524,369    87,264,984      

Net assets:
Without donor restrictions 3,555,752        3,000,979        
With donor restrictions 86,448,281      77,457,441      

Total net assets 90,004,033      80,458,420      

Total liabilities and net assets 191,528,402$  167,723,404$  

KEITER  4401 Dominion Boulevard  I  Glen Allen, Virginia 23060
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CHURCHES (131) 

Antioch Baptist Church, Scottsville

Antioch Baptist Church, Unionville

Baptist Temple Church

Belmont Baptist Church

Berea Baptist Church, 
Fredericksburg

Berea Baptist Church, Rockville

Bethlehem Baptist Church

Beulah Baptist Church, 
Mechanicsville

Black Branch Baptist Church

Black Walnut Baptist Church

Blacksburg Baptist Church

Blackstone Baptist Church

Blue River Baptist Church

Boykins Baptist Church

Braddock Baptist Church

Branch's Baptist Church

Broadus Memorial Baptist 
Church, Charlottesville

Broadus Memorial Baptist 
Church, Mechanicsville

Bruington Baptist Church

Calvary Baptist Church, 
Bowling Green

Calvary Baptist Church, 
Rocky Mount, NC

Carlisle Avenue Baptist 
Church, Richmond

Cedar Bluff Baptist Church

Central Baptist Church, 
Church Road

Central Baptist 
Church, Richmond

Central Hill Baptist 
Church, Suffolk

Central Hill Baptist 
Church, Windsor

Chatham Heights 
Baptist Church

Chesterfield Baptist Church

Churchland Baptist Church

Clifton Forge Baptist Church

College Park Baptist Church

Colonial Avenue Baptist Church

Colonial Heights Baptist Church

Cool Spring Baptist Church

County Line Baptist Church

Crewe Baptist Church

Crozet Baptist Church

Culpeper Baptist Church

Danville Baptist Church

Deer Park Baptist Church

Derbyshire Baptist Church

Dublin Baptist Church

Effort Baptist Church

Emmaus Baptist Church

Ephesus Baptist Church

Fairview Baptist Church, 
Fredericksburg

Fincastle Baptist Church

First Baptist Church, Ashland

First Baptist Church, 
Charlottesville

First Baptist Church, Danville

First Baptist Church, Front Royal

First Baptist Church, Galax

First Baptist Church, Jonesville

First Baptist Church, 
Newport News

First Baptist Church, Park Street

First Baptist Church, 
Republican Grove

First Baptist Church, Richmond

First Baptist Church, Waynesboro

First Baptist Church, West Point

Fort Lewis Baptist Church

Fountain Grove Baptist Church

Four Mile Creek Baptist Church

Friendship Baptist Church

Ginter Park Baptist Church

Glade Spring Baptist Church

Glebe Landing Baptist Church

Glen Allen Baptist Church

Goochland Baptist Church

Goshen Baptist Church

Hardy Central Baptist Church

High Point Baptist Church

Holland Baptist Church

Hopewell Baptist Church

Hulls Memorial Baptist Church

Irvington Baptist Church

Lakeside Baptist Church

Lebanon Baptist Church

Liberty Baptist Church

Long Branch Baptist Church

Manly Memorial Baptist Church

Marion Baptist Church

Melville Avenue Baptist Church

Menokin Baptist Church

Morgans Baptist Church

Mount Vernon Baptist Church

Mount Zion Baptist Church

New Highland Baptist Church

New Hope Baptist Church

New Prospect Baptist Church

North Bedford Baptist Church

North Fork Baptist Church

Oakland Baptist Church

Oakwood Memorial Baptist Church

Ocean View Baptist Church

Old Town Community Church

Orange Baptist Church

Ox Hill Baptist Church

Pocahontas Bassett Baptist Church

Poplar Springs Baptist Church

Providence Baptist 
Church, Lancaster

Providence Baptist 
Church, Red House

Rhoadesville Baptist Church

Ridge Baptist Church

River Road Church, Baptist

Rock Hill Baptist Church

Rocks Baptist Church

Rose Union Baptist Church

Ruckersville Baptist Church

Salem Baptist Church, 
Fredericksburg

Samuel Harris Memorial 
Baptist Church

Second Baptist Church, Petersburg

Second Baptist Church, Richmond

Skinquarter Baptist Church

Starling Avenue Baptist Church

Straightstone Baptist Church

The United Baptist Church

Tomahawk Baptist Church

Union Baptist Church, Hayes

Urbanna Baptist Church

Vienna Baptist Church

Wallers Baptist Church

Walnut Grove Baptist Church

Warrenton Baptist

West End Baptist Church

West Hampton Baptist Church

West Lynchburg Baptist Church

West Side Baptist Church

Westover Baptist Church

Winfree Memorial Baptist

Zion Baptist Church

2 0 2 0
CHARITABLE
BENEFICIARIES

Your stewardship:  
Impacting generations for Christ

27imagine I spring 2021
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CHARITABLE
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BAPTIST MISSIONS (35)
Appomattox Baptist Association

Augusta Baptist Association

Baptist Campus Ministers Alumni 
Association at William & Mary

Baptist Campus Ministers 
Longwood Alumni Fund

Baptist Campus Ministers 
University of Virginia Alumni Fund

Baptist Campus Ministers 
Virginia Tech Alumni Fund

Baptist General 
Association of Virginia

Baptist Joint Committee

Baptist News Global

Baptist World Alliance

Centra Health Foundation

Concord Baptist Association

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship of Virginia

Dover Baptist Association

Eagle Eyrie Baptist 
Conference Center

Guidestone-Adopt Annuitant

HopeTree Family Services

International Mission Board

Lebanon Baptist Association

LifeSpire/Virginia Baptist 
Homes Foundation

Middle District Baptist Association

Missions Support Ministry

North American Mission Board

NorthStar Church Network

Oregon Hill Baptist Center

Peninsula Baptist Association

Petersburg Baptist Association

River City Faith Network 

Roanoke Valley Baptist Association

South Richmond Baptist Center

Urbanna Baptist Church Day Care

Virginia Baptist Foundation

Virginia Baptist Historical Society

Woman's Missionary 
Union of Virginia

OTHER (52)
Altavista Volunteer 
Fire Department

American Bible Society

American Cancer Society

American Diabetes Association

American Red Cross

Americans United For Separation 
Of Church and State

Annandale Christians for 
Community Action

Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association

Brookneal Volunteer 
Fire Department

Cameron Foundation

Children's Bible Ministries 
of Virginia

Children's Home Society of Virginia

Children's Hospital

Christmas Mother's Fund

Connie Maxwell Children's Home

County of Stafford

Crewe Burkeville Youth 
Recreation Association

Crewe Church of the Nazarene

Crewe Volunteer Fire Department

Culpeper County Library

Culpeper Regional Hospital

Edmarc Hospice for Children

Emily Green Shores Assisted Living

Evington Volunteer 
Fire Department

Gladys Volunteer Fire Department

Gretna Volunteer Fire Department

Guidepost

Hurt Volunteer Fire Department

Liberty Christian Church

Masonic Home

New Life Fellowship

Nottoway County  
Emergency SquadNottoway 
County Weekday Religious 
Program

Oasis Social Ministry

Patrick Henry Boys & Girls Homes

Pleasant View Homes, Inc.

Renan Volunteer Fire 
Department

Salvation Army

Sheltering Arms

Shriner's 
Hospital for 
Children

St. Mark's United Methodist Church

Starke Behavior Health Association

Stateline Baptist Assembly, Inc.

Tidewater Teacher's Music

Town of Burkeville

Town of Crewe

United Baptist Foundation

United Methodist Foundation

Virginia Tech Foundation, Inc.

Virginia United Methodist Homes, Inc.

World Literature Crusade

World Vision International

SCHOOLS (78)  
Averett University

Baylor University

Bluefield College

Bluefield State College

Boston University

Bridgewater College

California Baptist University

Carnegie Mellon University

Carson-Newman University

Central Texas College

Central Virginia Community 
College

Chamberlain University School of 
Nursing

Christopher Newport University

Clear Creek Baptist Bible College

Cornell University

Dallas Theological Seminary

Danville Community College

Drexel University

Edward Via College of Osteopathic 
Medicine

Emory & Henry College

Emory University

Ferrum College

Fork Union Military Academy

Fuller Theological Seminary

George Mason University

Georgetown College (Kentucky)

Georgetown University (D.C.)

Germanna Community College

Hargrave Military Academy

Harvard College

Howard University

James Madison University

John Leland Center For 
Theological Studies

John Tyler Community College

Johnson & Wales University

Le Tourneau University

Lees-McRae College

Liberty University

Longwood University

Mary Baldwin College

McAfee School of Theology

Milligan College

New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary

North Carolina State University

North Greenville University

Northern Virginia 
Community College

Oak Hill Academy

Old Dominion University

Oxford College of 
Emory University

Penn Foster College

Radford University

Randolph-Macon College

Regent University

Reynolds Community College

Roanoke College

Shenandoah University

Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Stetson University

The Divinity School 
At Wake Forest

The University of Virginia @ Wise

Union Presbyterian Seminary

University of California Irvine

University of Illinois

University of Lynchburg

University of Mary Washington

University of Pittsburgh

University of Richmond

University of Virginia

Virginia Commonwealth University

Virginia Military Institute

Virginia Tech

Virginia Union School of Theology
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Virginia Western 
Community College

Waynesburg University

West Virginia University

William & Mary

DONOR-ADVISED 
FUNDS (147)
Advancing Native Missions

All Souls Charlottesville

Alzheimer's Association

Appalachian State 
University Foundation

Appomattox Baptist Association

Baptist Children's Home 
of North Carolina

Baptist General 
Association of Virginia

Baptist Joint Committee

Baptist Resource Network

Baptist World Alliance

Bethlehem United 
Methodist Church

Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association

Blacksburg Baptist Church

Blue Ridge Parkway Foundation

Bluefield College

Bonsack Baptist Church

Brugh-Simmons Cemetery

Camp Alkulana

Camp Concord

Camp Piankatank

Chesterfield Baptist Church

Christian Aid Mission

Christopher Newport University 
Educational Foundation, Inc.

Church Hill Activities & Tutoring

Clarksville Baptist Church

Columbia Baptist Church

Communities in Schools

Compassion International

Convergence (formerly 
Fair-Park BC)

Cool Spring 
Baptist Church

Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship

Country Day School

Covington Baptist Church

Cru (Campus Crusade for Christ)

Derbyshire Baptist Church

Eagle Eyrie Baptist 
Conference Center

Eastern Star Home of Virginia

Elijah House Academy

Emory and Henry College

Ethnos360

Family Foundation of Virginia

FeedMore

Fellowship of Christian Athletes

First Baptist Church, Gretna

First Baptist Church, La Feria

First Baptist Church, Waynesboro

Focus on the Family

Friends of Mukhanyo

Full Circle Grief Center

Gayton Baptist Church

George Washington National 
Masonic Memorial

Gideon's International

God's Bible School and College

God's Pit Crew

Goochland Cares Free Clinic

Gospel Community Church

Guidestone Financial 
Resources SBC

Habitat for Humanity National

Habitat for Humanity Waynesboro

Health Foundation, Inc.

Heifer International

HopeTree Family Services/
HopeTree Family Foundation

Imago Dei Neighborhood School

InnerServe USA

International Mission Board

Jahnke Road Baptist Church

JMU Cru (Campus 
Crusade for Christ)

John Leland Center for 
Theological Studies

Liberty University

LifeSpire/Virginia Baptist 
Homes Foundation

Main Street Baptist 
Church, Emporia

Mary Washington Hospice

Masonic Home of Virginia

MCV Foundation

Mount Horeb Baptist Church

Navigators

New Hope Baptist Church

Nigerian Baptist Convention

North American Mission Board

Novo Mission, Inc.

Oak Hill Academy

Okatee Baptist Church

Old Hickory Council Boy 
Scouts of America 

Old Town Community Church

Our Shepherd's Way Relief Center

Paralyzed Veterans of America

Petersburg Baptist Association

Poplar Springs Baptist Church

Pregnancy Resource Center 
of Metro Richmond

Providence Baptist Church

Radford University

Real Life

Redemption Hill Church

Relationship Foundation of Virginia

Richmond Center for 
Christian Study

Richmond Police Foundation

Richmond Symphony

River Road Church, Baptist

Salem Baptist Church, Milford

Salvation Army of 
Alleghany Heights

Samaritan's Kitchen of Wilkesboro

Samaritan's Purse

Sandston Baptist Church

Serenity Garden Foundation

Serge

Shalom Baptist Church

Shriner's Hospital for Children

South Fork Friends Church

Southampton Baptist Church

Southside VA 
Family YMCA

Staunton-Augusta-Waynesboro 
Habitat for Humanity

Step Richmond

Tazewell Presbyterian Church

The 12 Note Map

Trinity Baptist Church

Trinity Broadcasting Network

UNC-TV Foundation

United Way of Greater Richmond

University of Mary 
Washington Foundation

University of Richmond

University of Virginia

USA Water Ski 7 Wake 
Sports Foundation

VCU Foundation

VCU Massey Cancer Center

Virginia Baptist Committed

Virginia Baptist Foundation

Virginia Baptist Historical Society

Virginia Institute of Pastoral Care

Virginia Tech

Virginia Tech Baptist 
Student Union

Virginia Tech Foundation 
(Highty Tighty)

Warm Hearth Village Foundation

West Lynchburg Baptist Church

Westminster Canterbury 
Foundation

Wilkes Habitat for Humanity

Wilkes Heritage Museum

Wilkes Ministry of Hope

Wilkesboro Baptist Church

Word of Life

Wounded Warrior Project

Wycliffe Bible Translators

Yadkin River Greenway

Yale University

YMCA of Greater Richmond

Young Life Caroline County

Youth Life Foundation 
of Richmond

YWAM VA
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“My brain is wired as an engineer,” admitted 
Pastor Jordan Secrist, who hails from Burke, 
Virginia. Though called to ministry as a teen, 
he first completed a civil engineering degree 
at Virginia Tech in 2017. Perhaps God wanted 
Jordan to cross paths with a devoted spiritual 
mentor: Darrell Cook, director of the Hokies’ 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM). Or maybe 

God sought to continue the legacy of Jordan’s 
parents, who met at BCM during their college 
days. Like his father, Jordan served as BCM 
president, some 30 years later. He also played 

piano for the worship band and served terms as 

a discipleship leader and an outreach leader. 

“As an engineer, I like to carefully examine 
all sides and weigh all options,” Jordan added. 

However, upon entering Southeastern Baptist 

Theological Seminary, he quickly learned 
the need for flexibility. Life threw him into 

a whirlwind — albeit it a good one! So much 

happened in such a short time that Jordan 

barely had time to react, let alone ponder 

different possibilities. He attended seminary 
classes; married his college sweetheart, Abigail; 

SCHOLAR 
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Jordan Secrist attended seminary classes; married his college sweetheart, Abigail; welcomed 
two children; bought a house; completed a master’s degree in preaching and pastoral 
leadership; was ordained; and started full-time ministry — all within three-and-a-half years! 

Jordan and Abigail Secrist share family 

legacies of Christian teachers, preachers and 

missionaries. Jordan now serves as pastor 

of students, while Abigail leads a girls’ small 

group Bible study and writes curriculum for 

youth discipleship retreats. They trust that 

their children, Charlotte (Charli) and Jeffrey 

(Jefferson), will continue their Christian heritage.

by Lynn Kirk
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welcomed two children; bought a house; 
completed a master’s degree in preaching 
and pastoral leadership; was ordained; and 
started full-time ministry — all within three-
and-a-half years! “God taught me how to press 
into Him. I just trusted that He had us and 
would work everything out.”

One way God worked it out was through 
scholarships from the seminary and VBF 
Scholarship Fund. “Every semester, VBF 
covered tuition. I can’t imagine how it would 
have been if Abigail and I had faced financial 
stress on top of everything else,” Jordan said. 
“Good ’ole Baptists supported me during that 
season, and I’ll never forget it.”

HEART FOR MINISTRY

Now at age 25, Jordan serves as pastor of 
students at Bethlehem Baptist Church in 
Knightdale, North Carolina. He brought 
with him a non-traditional model of youth 
leadership that has been well received. 
Instead of emphasizing “going and doing,” 
Jordan disciples youth and equips adults 
to invest in them. “The older members 
are living examples of faith with decades 
of personal experience,” he explained. “I 
encourage them to tell their stories of hard 
times and good because an intergenerational 
culture of sharing fosters relationships.”

Jordan added, “When I was in college, I 
realized that Christianity is not just Sunday 
attendance or a system of beliefs. It’s being 
restored through a right relationship with 
the God who made you. He helps you realize 
the meaning and purpose for your life.”

Truly, this engineer has realized his life 
calling as Pastor Jordan. “I can’t imagine 
doing anything else!”  

Jordan's energetic youth leadership 

includes group activities and outings, 

but his non-traditional model focuses 

on pairing youth with adults who can 

disciple and invest in them.
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While at Virginia Tech, Jordan fulfilled a 

childhood dream by driving a city bus for 

Blacksburg Transit. Riders appreciated his 

warm personality, whether it was the 6:30 a.m.  

or the late-night weekend shift. Occasionally, 

the passengers were treated to deep 

theological discussions as Jordan’s classmates 

jumped on the bus to ride along and chat.

Wayne Jenkins, former pastor of South 

Run Baptist Church in Springfield, 

Virginia, invited Jordan to accompany 

him on pastoral visits and business 

meetings while Jordan was still in high 

school. “He gave me a taste of life as a 

pastor, and I knew it was what I wanted 

to do for the rest of my life!” Jordan was 

ordained as a pastor in 2020.

J
E

F
F

 S
E

C
R

IS
T



34 vbfinc.org

Eagles are large, powerfully built birds ranked 
at the very top of the food chain in the avian 
world. Perhaps that is why they are nicknamed 
“king of all birds.”

I learned that eagles have relatively few 
species, of which only two—the bald and the 
golden—are found in North America. The bald 
eagle is particularly majestic, and if you have 
ever seen one in flight, you have witnessed our 
national symbol’s strength, power and beauty.

Eagles build their nest with broken sticks, 
moss, grass or seaweed in tall trees or high on 
a cliff. They do this to protect themselves and 
their assets (eggs or eaglets) from predators 
or storms. Typically, they expand their nest a 
little each year, so nests sometimes span 10 
feet and weigh up to 1,000 pounds.

This unique characteristic of the “king of all 
birds” reminds me of our foundation family. 
In 2020, we endured what seemed like the 
1918 health crisis (Spanish Flu), the 1929 
economic crisis (The Great Crash), the 1968 
social crisis (Civil Unrest) and the 1974 political 
crisis (Nixon Resignation) all rolled into one 
unforgettable year. Our country, its people 
and God’s church also weathered, or are still 
weathering, the effects of these storms.

Despite these historic disruptions, individuals 
and organizations connected to the foundation 
continued to expand their nests and practice 

Christian stewardship through giving. 
Donors not only contributed $6 million to the 
watchcare of the foundation in 2020, but a 
cumulative total of $78 million this decade. 
In turn, the foundation distributed an equally 
impressive $69 million this decade to donor-
directed ministries — nearly 50 percent of 
which was designated to protect and ensure 
the future of the beloved local church. I often 
say that among Baptist General Association of 
Virginia churches, the VBF ministry is the local 
church’s best friend!

Finally, eagles are renowned for their keen 
vision. In fact, an eagle’s visual acuity is 
three to four times that of a human being. 
This unique characteristic means they see 
not only more clearly or accurately than 
humans, but they also see things that we 
simply cannot. I often receive notes of thanks 
for gifts supporting missions work in Virginia 
and around the world. These gifts are made 
possible by visionary believers who have been 
faithful to God, often across many years. They 
heard that “still small Voice” that compelled 
them to see, act and give.

As the VBF ministry 
prepares to celebrate our 
first 100 years of service, 
I am thankful to God for 
these people of vision, 
commitment and service. Ron Hall  

CEO

C E O’S

C O R N E R 

The wisdom of eagle vision
By Ron Hall

“He will cover you with His feathers; you will take refuge under His wings. 

His faithfulness will be a protective shield.”  —Psalm 91:4
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Despite historic disruptions, individuals and organizations connected to the foundation 

continued to expand their nests and practice Christian stewardship through giving. 

Donors not only contributed $6 million to the watchcare of the foundation in 2020, 

but a cumulative total of $78 million this decade. In turn, the foundation distributed 

an equally impressive $69 million this decade to donor-directed ministries.
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NEEDED NOW, MORE THAN EVER
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ur species has the ability to perform grisly 
acts of torture, slaughter and abuse that 
seem always to be present and lurking 
in the shadow of our words and actions. 
This decline includes disrespect for those 
in authority; disrespect for oneself; little 
accountability for antisocial behavior; and  
a scuttling of Christian teachings imbued  
with moral guideposts. 

Many also suffer from disintegration of the 
family, which God ordained. Without dual-parent 

commitments to fostering children’s wellbeing, adversity negatively  
impacts all family members, their community and their government.

We find it impossible to measure these actions against what we believe  
to be a righteous country and the goodness of the people that inhabit it.

Addison Duke and Rose Jernigan Harrington Askew of Quinton, Virginia, 
shared these thoughts in 2018, while initiating a gift annuity with VBF. “Today, 
so many people are deeply disturbed and violent,” Duke said. “I can’t figure it 
out, but possibly the next generation of students and scholars will.” 

The purpose of the fund is to provide grants or scholarships to foundations, 
persons or students studying the root causes of violence in the United States, 
the effect of media and video game violence on society, and the elevation of the 
human condition in this conflict-driven world. Such studies include, but are not 
limited to, peace studies, conflict resolution, international relations, psychology, 
inter-religious studies and ethics.

From the $1 million scholarship endowment that Duke and Rose established, 
scholarships will be distributed annually through the VBF scholarship 
committee. Based on VBF’s astute investments, scholarship distributions will 
continue in perpetuity. 

by Lynn Kirk



39imagine I spring 2021

DUKE AND ROSE DID MORE THAN COMPLAIN ABOUT RISING VIOLENCE.

THEY DONATED $1 MILLION TO COMBAT IT.
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Before sunrise, he devours his morning newspaper, along with a couple cups of coffee. 

Afterwards, he journals memories based on prompts provided by his daughter. Duke has 

written a memoir every week for the past five years. “The stories are choppy, careless and 

misspelled, but one day they will be made into a book for my siblings and grandkids.” 

Some journal entries share his childhood 
memories, such as growing up when 
the Great Depression still had its hold on 
America — including Bertie County, North 
Carolina, where he was born. His dad 
never owned his own land, but instead 
managed one farm and then the next. “I 
guess you’d call him a sharecropper,” Duke 
explained. “He worked hard to keep clothes 
on our backs and a roof over our heads. 
Our upbringing was humble, but I wouldn’t 
consider us poor because we had values.”

His writings reference the ethics instilled 
by Duke’s parents and reinforced by 
Powellsville Baptist Church. “Both my 
parents were devoted Sunday School 
teachers, so my life centered around 
community and that little church in 
particular. It taught us the way to live 
our lives.” He compared his parents’ 
commonsense teachings to “a Solomon 
type of fairness and equity, a genuine 
respect for all humanity. Religion with its 
biblical teachings served as my parents’ 
moral compass.” How different than the 
upbringing of many children, today!

After high school, Duke studied for a year 
at a business school, then took a regional 
route as a wholesale brokerage agent. For 
the next four years, he honed a newfound 
skill: direct sales.  

But Uncle Sam came calling in 1961, and 
Duke was drafted into the Army. He 
journaled that it was “the best education 
ever, and it only cost me two years of my 
time.” Not only did he enjoy a free tour of 
Europe; he entered a world of secret codes 
and ciphers. Duke and a team of 15 to 20 
crypto men were locked in basements with 
barred windows at the U.S. Army Kaserne 
in Kaiserslautern, Germany, where 
they decoded military communications 
24/7. Most messages were operationally 
mundane, but he vividly remembers the 
one with news about Russia’s attempted 
delivery of missiles to Cuba. 

CAREER CROSSROADS

Upon completion of his tour, the Army 
invited Duke to consider the CIA, based 
on his top-secret clearance. Duke penned 
in his memoirs, “I had tired of the 
experiences of government incompetence 
and its benchmark of mediocre standards.” 
So, he returned home and joined the “giant 
paint manufacturer” Sherwin Williams, 
where he enjoyed a successful career. 
After 25 years, he finally followed his dad’s 
advice. “He had instructed me to do my 
own thing because I’d never be successful 
or wealthy working for the other guy.” 
With a leap of faith, Duke opened his own 

NOWADAYS, DUKE ASKEW AWAKENS AT 4 A.M. 
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Duke’s writings 
reference the ethics 
instilled by his parents 
and reinforced by 
Powellsville Baptist 
Church. “Both my 
parents were devoted 
Sunday School teachers, 
so my life centered 
around community and 
that little church in 
particular. It taught us 
the way to live our lives.”
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home-decorating store in Highland Springs, where he 
sold paint, wallpaper and flooring for the next 30 years. 
“It took guts and courage to step out on my own, but I was 
a successful entrepreneur!”

FRIENDSHIP, THEN LOVE

Duke’s path crossed with Rose Harrington and her 
husband whenever they purchased items at his store. At 
their first meeting, Duke and Rose discovered that they 
hailed from the same neck of the woods in northeastern 
North Carolina, which he compared to Mayberry. 

Rose’s husband passed at age 44 from the side effects 

of chemotherapy and cancer. Meanwhile, she worked 
as a secretary with Henrico County Public Schools 
for 28 years. As the sole provider for herself and her 
teenage son, Russell (Rusty) Harrington II, Rose knew 
there would not be enough money to send him to 
college. “She was eternally grateful for the scholarships 
provided by Corinth United Methodist,” Duke recalled. 
“That church came through and lifted the load from her.” 

Fifteen years passed, during which the widow found 
solace in strolls along her Sandston neighborhood. On an 
autumn afternoon in 1991, Rose saw her neighbor Duke 
outdoors and invited him to join her on a walk. The next 

year, they walked the aisle 
of matrimony. “I believe 
the Almighty joined us 
together. We were perfect 
for each other,” Duke said. 

“I BELIEVE THE ALMIGHTY JOINED US TOGETHER.”
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“She was such a good woman, and ours was the epitome 
of a loving marriage!”  

Duke is a member at Sandston Baptist. Rose loved her 
Methodist church, so they compromised by alternating 
Sundays between the two. “By attending both, we shared 
friendships with the whole community,” Duke explained. 
That’s also why Rose suggested they set up endowments 
with both the Baptist and Methodist churches. 

VBF CEO Ron Hall helped Duke and Rose with their 
endowment plans. “He was easy to talk to and shared 
insight about how to handle the procedures. Our values 
also meshed. By working with him and the foundation, I 
knew our scholarship funds would be better administered 
using a fair procedure.” The Askews worked on their estate 
plans for a few years, finalizing them just three months 
before Rose’s death in 2019. Her memory stays alive 
through their scholarships ... and his journal writings. 

WRINGING HOPE FROM GRIEF
Now a widower with time on his hands, Duke serves 

part-time at a local funeral home. Last year during the 

Christmas season, Duke assisted with three funerals, 

none of which resulted from natural death. Two committed 

suicide—a troubled 14-year-old and a discouraged 

66-year-old—while the third involved the murder of a 

transgender individual. “I established another scholarship, 

this one at Chowan College where Rose attended, with 

hopes that someone who studies psychology can help 

figure out how to help this generation. We don’t have to live 

like this!” Duke avowed. Chowan administrators informed 

him that his was one of the first psychology-related 

scholarships ever offered by the college. Duke hopes it will 

set a precedent for others to also fund studies about the 

root cause of today’s violence and hatred.

LEFT: Rose and Duke 

were a vivacious, fun-

loving couple, yet serious 

about making an impact 

on this world. Their 

scholarship endowments 

will help fund the 

research and study of 

violence's root causes.

BELOW: Rose deeply 

appreciated the 

scholarships that Corinth 

United Methodist Church 

provided her son, Rusty 

Harrington. The generosity 

inspired her to establish 

similar scholarships later 

in her life.
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Ann and Steve Lohr enjoyed successful careers, and now they are blessing others through 

their donor-advised fund (DAF) with Virginia Baptist Foundation.

TODAY, their DAF maximizes their generosity by providing immediate tax savings, including 

no capital gains taxes on donated appreciated assets, such as stock and real estate.

TOMORROW, their DAF can provide an annual distribution to their church and other 

nonprofits meaningful to them. And the distributions will continue as long as the fund allows.

ENJOY AN IMMEDIATE BENEFIT. MAKE A FOREVER IMPACT.  
VISIT VBFINC.ORG/DONOR-ADVISED-FUNDS TODAY.
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