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On a daily basis in Mrs. White’s third-grade class, she selected the 

most well-behaved student to clean her blackboard. When it was my 

turn, I was amazed that when the dusty chalk was lifted from the slate, 

the board suddenly looked new again. 

That’s exactly what happens when we enter into a relationship with 

the Lord. Our slate is wiped clean, and everything is made new.

In this issue, we focus on turnarounds and 

transformations, whether in the classroom, 

basketball court or workplace. Many times in 

our Christian life, we stray from the basics and 

forget that our slates have been refreshed. As we 

walk down our personal paths, we forget about 

the One who is leading the way. That’s when the 

Lord gently nudges us to make an “about face” and follow Him. 

Hopefully, after reading these “turnaround” stories, you’ll ponder 

the direction that you are going. Do you need to turn to the Savior? 

Is He truly in charge of your steps? Let Him transform your life, and 

He’ll do more than you ever imagined!

Cindy Elmore 

Editor

THE ART OF OVERCOMING

The 
old 

has  
passed

away;
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Angry, depressed and riddled with anxiety, Tyler Levine 

sank into despair with no place to turn when he was 

expelled from his private school in Fairfax County, 

Virginia. “I had a lot of distractions and interference.  

I had lost track of the final goal,” Tyler said. 

In July 2017, Tyler’s parents found a way 

to deliver their son from despondency: 

Oak Hill Academy. Tyler believes that 

leaving Northern Virginia and moving to 

the remote location of Mouth of Wilson 

was key to his success. “It’s in the 

middle of nowhere and is a restart.”

Tyler attended summer school and 

improved his grades. “They literally 

gave me a second chance.” He 

also joined the school’s leadership 

program and immersed himself in the 

astronomy club. “At home, I had no 

push to get involved in anything. I just 

played video games,” he said.

Tyler’s dark eyes light up, and a broad 

smile envelopes his face when he 

speaks of Oak Hill. “It’s a platter of 

opportunity. All you have to do is reach 

out and grab it.”

And, that’s what he has done. After two 

years at Oak Hill, Tyler will graduate and 

hopefully attend Virginia Tech’s new 

Northern Virginia campus. He wants 

to become an employee of Amazon 

while he pursues a master’s degree in 

computer science. In his most definitive 

voice, Tyler summed up his experience 

at Oak Hill. “It was my turning point.”

EDUCATION TRANSFORMED 

“Oak Hill Academy is known for 
basketball and sports, and we’re proud 
of it,” said Dr. Michael Groves, president. 
“But always, we are a school first.  
Oak Hill is a launching point for life.” 

A private school for grades 8 through 
12, Oak Hill is tucked away in a town 
so remote that even Google Maps 
struggles to locate it. The 270-acre 
campus is a winding, 35-minute drive 
southeast from Galax, Virginia. Nestled 
amid scenic vistas of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, remoteness contributes 
to the school’s charm, and more 
importantly, the students’ success. 

“Oak Hill Academy was founded in 
1878, a little more than a decade after 
the Civil War,” Michael explained. 
“Originally, its mission was to educate 
the mountain kids.” Formal education 
was valued by early Virginians, yet the 
state offered no public schools at that 
time. Only children of the privileged 
wealthy enjoyed access to private 
tutors. That’s why members of small 
Baptist churches in Ashe County, North 
Carolina and Grayson County, Virginia 
envisioned a place of learning for their 
own children. 

MINISTRY 
FUNDS 

money 
management
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L TurnING POINT
The caring staff at Oak Hill 

Academy nurtures students like 

Tyler Levine (pictured above) 

to experience turnarounds in 

academics and life.

by Lynn Kirk
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In 1873, the New River Baptist 
Association of Virginia voted to 
establish an academy of learning. 

Initially, boys from across the region 
gathered at Young’s Chapel Baptist 
Church (see related article, page 17) 
to practice their numbers, recite their 

lessons and hopefully, discover their 
faith. Five years later, Oak Hill Academy 
opened as a private boarding school on 
land adjoining the church. 

Fast forward to today, and college-
preparatory classes are a major focus. 
Oak Hill offers fundamental core 

courses complemented by specialized 
learning opportunities in technology 
and publishing; art, music and film; pre-
engineering and environmental literacy. 

The school’s mission, “The Turning 
Point,” extends far beyond dreams 
of basketball scholarships. Many 

TurnING POINT
For students from around the  
globe, Oak Hill Academy is more  
than a source of quality education.  
It's a launching point for life.
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students transfer to Oak Hill with 
hopes of bolstering their high school 
grades. “There is no such thing as 
an underachieving child, only an 
unmotivated one,” the school’s website 
claims. Oak Hill’s 
classes average eight 
to 12 students, so there 
is plenty of student-
teacher interaction. 
One freshman said 
with confidence, “You just can’t fail at 
Oak Hill. The instructors won’t let you.” 
Students often surprise themselves as 
they not only raise their grades, but 
eventually tackle honors courses and 
advanced-placement programs.

Todd Giszack, academy principal, 
shared, “Most of our students are from 
the public school’s assembly line. 
They’re with well-intended people, but 
achievement gaps occurred because 
those classrooms are too big or social 

interruptions caused students to 
disengage.” For those pupils, Oak Hill’s 
one-on-one instruction fosters an 
academic turning point. “We have an 
almost universal increase in grades,” 

Todd said with a humble pride that all 
faculty shares. “Academic achievement 
breeds engagement, accountability 
and behavioral attributes for the best 
likelihood of success.”

BUILDING CHARACTER 

As boarding students in a non-military 
setting, Oak Hill teens learn important 
life skills, such as managing their time, 
washing their own clothes and getting 
along with dormmates. “It’s incumbent 

upon us to walk with our children as a 
mentor, parent figure and sometimes 
proxy parent,” Todd said. “We also 
need to be prepared to be authoritative 
decision-makers with some. At 3:30 

(when school ends), kids don’t leave our 
environment. Expectations and support 
continue as they embrace one another.” 

Hallways of student buildings are 
plastered with inspiring quotes about 
integrity, kindness, compassion and 
the like. “We’re not an Ivy League prep 
school," Michael explained. “We’re a 
community that encourages, and our 
core values are evergreen: Timeless 
virtues that can transform our 
students.” Michael, who is an ordained 

" We’re not an Ivy League prep school. We’re a community that encourages, and our 
core values are evergreen: Timeless virtues that can transform our students.

Character growth 

and social 

interaction are 

practiced at the 

students’ gathering 

spot and through 

clubs that range 

from astronomy 

and cooking 

to fishing and 

mountain biking. 

There’s also an 

occasional off-

campus fieldtrip. 
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Baptist minister, has directed the academy 
for 18 years.

Athletes and traditional students 
sometimes carry emotional scars from 
difficult backgrounds or challenging family 

dynamics. Some experience 
awkwardness in social 
situations or struggle to 
maintain stability in their 
daily lives. A few followed 
a wrong path … or no path 

at all. “There are more than 100 kids and 
100 different stories as to why they’re here,” 
Michael noted. Yet, he knows every student 
by name and circumstance.

Oak Hill provides stability for the high 
schoolers, as well as coping mechanisms 
to manage their anxiety and fear of failure. 
Michael’s spouse, Joy Groves—whom another 
faculty member called “the heartbeat of 
the school”—coordinates onsite counseling 
services. 

“All our staff are counselors because they are 
good listeners, caring people and mentors in a 
supportive environment,” Joy said. “We’re here 
all the time, and we all love our kids. They’re 
from all walks of life and backgrounds, but 
we are a place that meets them where they 
are — academically, spiritually, emotionally 
and socially.” Grace, not judgment, supports 
the process. Early on, students are encouraged 
to become a more active participant in their 
own life. A turning point becomes evident 
whenever they take ownership of their 
character and outcome. 

Joy explained, “It works because we’re family.”

DIVERSITY NURTURES 
UNDERSTANDING

Oak Hill’s student population has become 
more diversified through the years. Initially 
a boarding school for white males, today’s 
enrollment is 35 percent African American 
and 30 percent female. Additionally, 
10 percent are international students 
seeking immersion experiences. Figures 

" We’re not an Ivy League prep school. We’re a community that encourages, and our 
core values are evergreen: Timeless virtues that can transform our students.
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vary year to year, but ongoing social-
media recruitment helps maintain an 
integrated community.

“Some schools speak of diversity, but 
they’re just dividing in pockets,” Todd said. 
“Here, international students enjoy and get 
to know one another,” as well as the entire 
student body. “I see it most in the dining 
hall, where building companionship is a 
value added.”

Since the majority of teachers live on 
campus, their own children typically 
become part of the student body, too. 
“Our family is always with the students,” 
said Rhonda Bowen, director of financial 
affairs. “We all eat in the dining hall and 
go to church together, so we treat the 
students just like our own children — 
correcting them and nurturing them just 
as they need. It’s all personal to our staff 
because it’s our commitment.”

FOCUS ON FAITH

“Oak Hill staff is overworked and 
underpaid,” Michael admitted. Yet, several 
of the 62 staff members are quick to say 
that serving at the academy is “a dream 
come true.” That’s because there’s one 
other element that guides every facet of 
the academy: a strong spiritual foundation.

“My work is Christ,” Joy said. “Christ 
comes through in what we do and who 
we are.” Rhonda agreed, “A lot of places 
tell you what to do, but we share tenets 
of Christ to show them why to do it. We 
share what we believe: the truth of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

Every school day, which is Monday 
through Saturday, starts with a 
homeroom devotion. The short 
program is led by students, faculty 
or Rev. Doug Turnmire, who pastors 
Young’s Chapel Baptist Church and 
teaches at the academy. Doug provides 
what he terms “a safe place” in his 
classes where students can explore 

their evolving religious views. “The 
discussions are fascinating,” he 
said. “And when I’m asked if there 

is only one true religion, that’s my 
opportunity to share my testimony.”

Christian beliefs are not mandatory, 
but Sunday worship is. Attending 
church—especially a Christian 
service—is a first-time experience for 
about half of the teens whose faiths 
range from atheism to Buddhism and 
Islam. “We don’t push our faith on 

Dr. Michael Groves and his wife, Joy, 

(center) have lived and worked at Oak Hill 

Academy for a couple decades. Serving 

as the school's president and director of 

counseling, they treasure every student.

Every spring, Oak Hill 

Academy’s graduation 

ceremony culminates 

with Dr. Michael Groves’ 

traditional message. “You 

are children of God. You 

are loved by God. You are 

created in God’s image. 

May God be with you as you 

depart this special place.” 
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VBF’s Role
Oak Hill Academy, now in its 141st year, 

boasts another incredible record: zero debt. 

The school’s $6.2 million annual budget is 

met through tuition and charitable gifts. 

While an annual fund helps with present 

needs, a $3 million-plus endowment 

fund helps support the academy’s future 

mission. Close to 30 percent of Oak Hill 

students receive some form of scholarship 

assistance.

The academy’s endowment and scholarship 

funds, 25 in number, have been managed by 

VBF since 1996. The foundation also serves 

as trustee of multiple trusts that benefit 

Oak Hill. In 2006, VBF awarded a matching 

grant of $50,000 to the academy to create 

an Oak Hill Scholarship Fund of $100,000. 

Its current market value is $161,900. Two 

years later, the foundation awarded a 

$15,000 grant to Oak Hill for a new roof on 

the campus chapel.

“I’ve worked with other companies, but partnership with VBF 

has been most beneficial because their mission and our mission 

align,” said Rhonda Bowen, director of financial affairs. “They 

show us how to manage and share funds in a Christian way, so 

we’ve been the benefactor of our 

partnership.”

In 2010, VBF’s Chief Financial Officer 

Todd Fuller was invited to join the 

Oak Hill board of directors. He 

currently serves on the executive 

committee and as the vice chair. An 

avid basketball fan, Todd thoroughly 

enjoys the school’s impressive 

basketball history. He also considers 

it a privilege to work with the 

dedicated leadership to help guide 

the Christian academy’s future.

“Oak Hill is a turning point for so 

many young people,” Todd said. 

“Through Christ, the school literally transforms lives.”

them, but they watch and listen,” Doug said.

“Our students really are loved by the 
congregation, which is mostly townspeople,” 
Joy explained. Her husband added, “Faith is an 
opportunity, so we plant a seed. Our mission 
field is ripe as ever.”

Christ, the true foundation of Oak Hill 
Academy, continues to work wonders at the 
school. “The moments most precious are 
when you hear back from kids,” Joy said. 
“Students come back and want to share, 
sometimes years later, how much Oak Hill 
meant to them.” Some grow and continue 
practicing their faith. Today, two alumni are 
serving in fulltime ministry. One developed 
an evangelistic outreach and another pastors 
a Richmond church. 

“We are all called to serve, and I believe what 
we do here is a ministry,” Michael said. “We are 
100 percent committed to being a school that 
helps kids secure a brighter future.” 

" VBF shares our  

vision for missions," 

said Rhonda Bowen,  

Oak Hill's director  

of financial affairs.
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Emmanuel Okpomo, a 6-foot-9-inch 

forward and senior from Nigeria, is 

headed to the University of South 

Florida after graduation this spring.
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On [AND OFF] THE COURT
Oak Hill Academy coaches 

students to win ... in 
the gym and in life.

by Cindy Elmore and Lynn Kirk

11imagine I spring 2020
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C
am Thomas 

was stopped 

literally mid-

court. During 

his sophomore 

year, he made 

the tough 

decision to 

not play basketball at his 

high school due to coaching 

styles. He and his mom, 

Leslie, immediately began 

searching for a place for 

Cam to finish his high school 

career and increase his 

chances of playing Division I 

college basketball.

Extremely close to his mom, 

Cam had always relied on her 

support while he attended 

Oscar Smith Middle and 

High School in Chesapeake. 

During grades six to eight, 

he was named MVP and won 

two city championships. He 

played varsity his freshman 

year, leading the region and 

becoming first team, all-state. 

After years of training with 

older players, Cam benched 

his high school basketball 

career and played on the 

American Athletic Union and 

Boo Williams’ team in the 

Nike Elite Youth Basketball 

League. His mom made sure 

that he had a personal trainer 

and even worked out with 

him every day. Although he 

was attempting to beat the 

odds by working hard, he still 

needed a game changer.
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“ I know that I’m here for A reason. Oak Hill has made me a better 
person, a better basketball player and giveN me better exposure.”

Cam needed a solution and time was 
ticking off the clock. That’s when 
Oak Hill Academy coaches made 
contact. According to Cam, “Two of 
the Oak Hill assistant coaches had 
seen me in tournament play. They 
reached out to my mom and set up a 
visit to Oak Hill.” Cam, his mom, two 
AAU coaches and his trainer visited 
the school, met with the coaches, 
looked at the living arrangements and 
attended classes. “Although my mom 
was concerned about where I would 
live and what I would eat, Coach 
Smith said that this was the best 
option for playing at the next level,” 
explained Cam.

Fast forward two years and Cam’s 
basketball career has made an 
upward spiral. Currently, he is 
the all-time leading scorer at Oak 
Hill, a school known for producing 
great players like Kevin Durant and 
Carmelo Anthony. “It was surreal 
to hear that I was number one, 
considering all the great players who 
have attended here.”

BEATING THE BUZZER

Six hours away from his home in 
Chesapeake, Cam was concerned 
about leaving his mom. “We are just 
tight. Leaving her hurt me, but it 
hurt her the most.” Since his mom 
had always been at every game, they 

made adjustments. “She attends as 

many games as possible and watches 

the rest on Livestream.” Meanwhile, 

Cam credits the academy for  

teaching him to live on his own.

While achieving remarkable feats, 

he also had to learn to deal with 

disappointment. In 2019, he was 

not named to the prestigious 2020 

McDonald’s All American Team. He 

was both shocked and disappointed. 

Coach Smith quickly came to his 

defense, tweeting his support while 

encouraging Cam to get ready for the 

next game. “Coach Smith told me 

to keep my head up and show them 

why they are wrong.” Following his 

coach’s advice, Cam was named to 

the 2020 Jordan Brand Classic Team 

three weeks later.

Cam also had another struggle.  

“I like to observe and not speak 

up.” While at Oak Hill, he has taken 

public speaking classes and even 

delivered a senior devotion in chapel.

The difference between Oak Hill 

and a public school experience is 

incomparable. “It helped me become a 

better player because I played against 

better players,” said Cam. Committed 

to play at LSU, he appreciates that 

Coach Smith was there to talk to the 

college coaches who come to practice. 

In addition, Cam recognizes that he 

has had the opportunity to travel all 

over the country to play ball. 

Cam credits his success to all the 

coaches at Oak Hill Academy and 

Cam Thomas goes up against a 

Vashon Wolverines defender during 

the 2020 Bass Pro Shops Tournament 

of Champions. Oak Hill would go on 

to win the championship.
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the skill level of his fellow players. 
During the last two years, he has made 
a turnaround as both a player and a 
person. “I know that I’m here for a 
reason.” In his very succinct style, Cam 
said, “Oak Hill has made me a better 
person, a better basketball player and 
given me better exposure.” With an 88 
percent free throw percentage, he once 
again has made his point.

BASKETBALL IS JUST  
THE BEGINNING

“Wins are great, but character is the 
main thing,” said Coach Steve Smith, 
who also serves as Oak Hill's athletic 
director. “Basketball only takes you 
so far, so we want our players to be 
successful in life, too. The people here 
at Oak Hill care about them, not just as 
a player but as a person. Our goal is to 
help them develop as the best student 
and best people they can be.”

As head basketball coach, Steve 
has guided teenage NBA hopefuls 
for the last 37 years at the Mouth of 
Wilson boarding school. His wife, 
Lisa, partnered with him to foster 
camaraderie, character and faith 
among team members. 

“We’re around the players almost 24/7,” 
Steve said. All 
students, teachers 
and staff eat meals 
in the same dining 
hall, and the team 
enjoys campus 
activities and socializing with the rest 
of the student body. They worship 
together on Sundays at Young’s Chapel 
Baptist Church (see related article). 

The basketball players and student 
managers hail from places across 
America, as well as Senegal, Angola 
and Saudi Arabia. Despite differences 

in culture, aptitude and interests, the 
players transform into a united team.

“Sure, the kids come to Oak Hill to 
improve their game, but they also want 
to raise their grades and get (college) 
scholarships,” Steve explained. Like the 
other students, most team members 
show academic improvement as early 
as their first semester, based in part 
on the school’s isolation that reduces 
distractions. Small classes, one-on-one 
instruction and a you-can-do-it attitude 
provide support and stability, too. 

The academy’s family atmosphere is 
equally transformative, especially for 
team members who come from tough 
urban areas or difficult home situations, 
such as never knowing a father. “I’ll never 
forget when one of my guys said I was 
the father he never had,” Steve shared. 

THEN COMES GRADUATION

Basketball standouts, strengthened by 
their academic and personal growth, 
definitely catch the eye of college recruiters. 
High-profile recruiters come to them, 
lured by Oak Hill’s 94-percent winning 
percentage over the last four decades. 

“This is truly a mind-staggering record 
and Coach Smith has done it with honor, 
integrity and character,” the Phenom 

Hoop Report stated last year. “There is 
not a single coach in the country that 
has built such a tremendous coaching 
resume, not to mention he [Steve 
Smith] is … highly regarded as a true 
gentleman of the game.”

USA Today must agree. Four times, they 
recognized Steve as Coach of the Year.
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“ Basketball only takes you so far, so we want 
Our players to be successful in life, too.”

Coach Steve Smith celebrates 

his 1,000th win during the 

2015 Les Schwab Invitational. 
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A legacy of record-
breaking success
The basketball history of Oak Hill 

Academy is what coaches dream of:  

   9-time National High School 
Champions 

  5 undefeated seasons

  65 consecutive wins

   2016 Champions of Dick’s National 
High School Tournament at 
Madison Square Garden

   2019 ‘Iolani Classic Champions 

   2020 Bass Pro Shops Tournament 
of Champions

The success of Oak Hill’s basketball 
alumni is astounding:

   Majority recruited for Division 1 
college ball, 99% on scholarship

  5 College Players of the Year 

   30 NBA draft picks

   4 NBA All Stars

   32 McDonald’s High School  
All Americans

   2 Olympians with 5 Gold Medals

Two of Oak Hill’s basketball alumni 
are TV sports analysts, another an 
NBA agent and numerous others 
high-profile coaches for pro, college 
and high school basketball teams 
across the nation and world. 

“Hardly a night goes by that I don’t 
turn on TV and watch our guys 
(alumni) playing college or pro ball,” 
said Oak Hill’s Athletic Director Steve 
Smith. Doubling as head basketball 
coach, Steve has guided teenage 
NBA hopefuls for 37 years at the 
Mouth of Wilson boarding school. 
The key word is “guided,” for Steve 
and his four assistant coaches are 
committed to outstanding basketball 
records … and so much more.
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BEFORE THEY 
WERe famous ...

Ben Davis
NBA Phoenix Suns and  
New York Knicks

College Career,  
Kansas and Arizona

Virginia High School  
Player of the Year, 1991

Oak Hill Student, 1989–1991

“I left home at age 15, at the end 

of tenth grade. I was a terrible 

student from a not-so-good 

neighborhood. I had a single mom 

raising me with not a lot of money 

or opportunity. 

Coach Smith picked me up at the 

airport, and on the way to Oak Hill 

he said to just do what he asked 

me, and I’d reach my dreams. 

I was at the beginning (of Oak 

Hill’s basketball program), on the 

first undefeated team and the 

first to win part of a high school 

national championship. Coach 

Steve Smith was only 32 years old. 

It was an incredible experience, 

a place where I was nurtured 

and able to be ‘me.’ They made 

me a better student with 

better study habits, a better 

college student and a better 

person.

Coach and Ms. Smith were 

always supportive to me.  

He called me 'Big Ben' 

(6-foot-9-inch), and Ms. 

Smith called me 'Benjamin,' 

like my grandmother did.

All through the ups and 

downs, a million times over 

college and life, I always 

called Ms. Smith and 

Coach. They were always 

supportive. They were my 

second set of parents.

I sent my son to Oak Hill, 

too. Most of the same staff 

were still in place, so it 

was a no-brainer! I was so happy 

that Benjamin got some of what 

I got growing up. He’s now a 

forward on the Midwestern State 

University team, and his grades 

have a Dean’s List stamp.

Oak Hill genuinely cared about 

who I was, not just about what I 

could do athletically, and that’s the 

last time I was treated that way. 

For me, it all started at Mouth of 

Wilson … and hundreds of other 

players all over the country will  

say the same thing!”

Former All-American Ben Davis is 

pictured with his son, Benjamin, 

and Coach Smith. “Going to Oak 

Hill was the biggest and best 

decision of my life," Ben said.  

His son followed in his footsteps.

1. Nolan Smith, assistant coach at Duke  2. Quinn Cook, Los Angeles Lakers  3. Rajon Rondo, Los Angeles Lakers 4. Carmelo Anthony, Portland Trail Blazers 5. Kevin Durant, Brooklyn Nets  6. Cole Anthony, UNC Tar Heels

1 42 53 6

Oak Hill Academy has been home to dozens of teens who 
would go on to become world-class basketball players. 
See how many you can name. Answers are below.
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A charming, white-clapboard chapel graces a peaceful hilltop in 

Grayson County, Virginia. It is Young’s Chapel Baptist Church, 

a demure structure amid mountain glory. Its steeple reaches 

heavenward as the membership’s spirit reaches outward. 

Local residents built the original chapel in 1845 when John 

Tyler was president. For 175 years, in four different buildings, 

the chapel has served as a sanctuary through war and peace, 

bad times and good, suffering and prosperity. 

Today, Young’s Chapel Baptist Church connects the  

Mouth of Wilson community with Oak Hill Academy. 

A HISTORY OF GROWING FAITH 

In the late 1800s, there were no public 
schools in Virginia. Boys lucky enough 
to devote time for learning went to 
the chapel for education grounded in 
faith. In 1873, the New River Virginia 
Baptist Association approved a regional 
proposal to develop an educational 
academy. Though offerings totaled a 
modest $576, surrounding communities 
rallied and constructed a two-story 
brick building in 1878, which they 
named Oak Hill Academy. 

“After World War II, some returned here 
to finish their high school degree and 

ON A HILL FAR AWAY 

C H U R C H
F U N D S 
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prepare for ministry,” explained Rev. Doug 
Turnmire. “Though the chapel and school 
were separate entities, they worked together 
and shared a mission.” 

They still do.

“It’s hard to separate the history of the church 
and school,” Doug said. “They’ve always 
shared a relationship, sometimes through 
pastors who were also teachers.” Such is the 
case with Doug, who has lived on campus 
and pastored Young’s Chapel for close to 
three decades. Concurrently, he serves as 
school chaplain and instructs classes in world 
religion and Christian ethics.

The shared history of church and school 
included welcoming the first international 
students in the mid-1950s. “Because of the 
school, our church members now enjoy the 
diversity of every skin color and nationality,” 
Doug noted. Muslims, Hindus, atheists and 
“indifferents” sit side by side with devoted 
Christians. “As high as 50 percent have never 
attended a church service,” Doug said. “We 
welcome them and the presence of Christ.”

Today, the church is home to about 75 active 

members, as well as Oak Hill students and 

faculty when the boarding school is in session. 

“Some of our older members were day 

students years ago,” Doug said.

All students are required to attend Sunday 

worship and encouraged to participate in 

missions. Sometimes, they lead worship 

music or participate in praise bands and 

Scripture readings. Typically, the students sit 

toward the front of the chapel with church 

members backing them at the rear. 

“This is a turning point for students, and 

so much more,” said Rhonda Bowen, who 

plays a dual role as church treasurer and 

academy director of financial affairs. “Our 

own family is in church with us, so students 

see a nuclear family and the importance of a 

church family.”

Doug added, “We’re glad to have the students 

here. We see it as our mission, planting seeds in 

the souls of the youth as we introduce them to 

the Gospel of Christ.” 

VBF: A 
Preferred 
Partner
Young’s Chapel Baptist Church 

recently established an account 

with VBF. “We view VBF as 

our ministry partner, too,” Rev. 

Doug Turnmire said. “We trust 

them, their professionalism and 

their finances.”

Dennis Gambill, senior vice 

president of Skyline National 

Bank in Independence, 

Virginia, is a member of the 

church’s finance committee.  

“We compared VBF’s rates 

and fees with a national 

advisor. VBF’s rates were very 

competitive, and the fees more 

reasonable,” Dennis said. “VBF 

also understands the church 

ministry, and that was a key 

element in our decision.” 

Taking a stewardship approach, 

Doug added, “It’s more than a 

financial agreement. We have a 

personal relationship, and we’re 

the true benefactor. It’s as if we 

invested with a friend.”

Students are required 

to attend Sunday 

service, where they 

worship alongside 

their teachers and 

their families, as well 

as local residents.
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Turnaround.

W
hat is a financial 

turnaround? It’s either 

a quick, obvious 

change, or it’s a slow 

directional change 

that takes time to 

build momentum.

Turnaround is exactly what occurred in 2019, 

following a difficult 2018. During the fourth quarter 

of 2018, domestic and international stocks fell more 

than 17 percent and 16 percent respectively, but 2019 

posted strong fourth-quarter returns of 9 percent 

and 6.6 percent respectively; domestic equities 

returned close to 31 percent; and international 

equities returned 21 percent for all of 2019. 

All in all, 2019 was a banner year for the economy 

and VBF’s clients. Contributions and new funds 

produced solid results. Additionally, a record 

number of charitable beneficiaries received funding 

from VBF clients during 2019, which merits praise!  

(These recipients are listed on pages 23-25.)

VBF also achieved a new record in scholarship-

fund donations, thanks to unparalleled 

generosity. This growth will enable 

the foundation to award more than 

$200,000 in scholarships for the 

2020-2021 academic year — the 

most awarded in VBF’s history! 

These scholarships will encourage 

students during critical turning 

points in their young lives.

As often shared, financial 

turnaround is great for the 

short term. However, it is best 

to maintain a steady, long-term 

perspective on returns with 

focus on long-term results. This 

strategy is especially true for estate planning and 

market investing, where turnarounds merit reviews 

and objectives require reflection.

The VBF team continues to employ patience and 

long-term perspectives when establishing new 

relationships with individuals and churches across 

Virginia. This strategy has worked for 97 years, so it 

should work for you, too!

Why not give VBF a call to chat  

about your plans and possibilities?

Todd Fuller
CFO

During the fourth 

quarter of 2018, 

domestic and 

international stocks 

fell more than  

17 percent and  

16 percent 

respectively. But 

2019 posted strong 

fourth-quarter 

returns of 9 percent 

and 6.6 percent 

respectively. 

Domestic equities 

returned close to 

31 percent. And 

international equities 

returned 21 percent 

for all of 2019. 
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2019: A turnaround year!
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CONTRIBUTIONS
Agency Funds 67%   $5,143,267 

Donor-Advised  
Funds 20%   $1,500,453  

Restricted Funds 8%   $624,408

Charitable  
Remainder Trusts  
and Gift Annuities 3%  $253,029 

Unrestricted Funds 2%  $184,485  

                     Total    $7,705,642  

DISTRIBUTIONS
Churches  51%     $3,162,039  

Missions  25%   $1,539,693  

Donor-Advised  
Fund Beneficiaries 12%   $765,722  

Scholarships  
and Educational  
Institutions 12%   $715,949    

                       Total  $6,183,403 

                 (all information as of 12.31.2019,  

with numbers rounded) 

The amount of money going to 

scholarships and educational institutions 

more than doubled in 2019.

VBF plans to award more than $200,000 

in scholarships for the 2020-2021 academic 

year — the most in our history!

Education  
Rising

Scholarships 
Growing

2019 Trends Snapshot

$715,949
distributed to 
scholarship recipients 
and educational 
institutions 2019

$322,914
distributed to 

scholarship recipients 
and educational 
institutions 2018

schools
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VIRGINIA BAPTIST FOUNDATION, INC. 
AND SUBSIDIARIES 

See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements. 

2

Consolidated Statements of Financial Position 
December 31, 2019 and 2018 

Assets 2019 2018

Assets:
Cash and cash equivalents - unrestricted 152,210$        149,937$        
Cash and cash equivalents - restricted 9,854,050       11,688,828    

10,006,260     11,838,765     

Investment in securities 157,434,491   129,093,221   
Investment in real estate 7,506              7,506              
Other assets 90,199            52,929            
Prepaid expenses 31,895            21,986            
Cash value of life insurance 56,373            52,454            
Property and equipment - net 96,680            111,022         

Total assets 167,723,404$ 141,177,883$

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 288,835$        266,240$        
Annuity and split-interest trust obligations 2,149,817       1,604,537       
Agency accounts 84,826,332     71,111,903    

Total liabilities 87,264,984     72,982,680    

Net assets:
Without donor restrictions 3,000,979       2,439,939       
With donor restrictions 77,457,441     65,755,264    

Total net assets 80,458,420     68,195,203    

Total liabilities and net assets 167,723,404$ 141,177,883$
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CHURCHES (139) 

Antioch Baptist Church

Belmont Baptist Church

Belmont Christian Church

Berea Baptist Church, 
Fredericksburg

Berea Baptist Church, Rockville

Bethel Baptist Church 
Memorial Association

Bethlehem Baptist Church

Beulah Baptist Church, Aylett

Beulah Baptist Church, Lynchburg

Black Walnut Baptist Church

Blackstone Baptist Church

Blue River Baptist Church

Boykins Baptist Church

Braddock Baptist Church

Branch's Baptist Church

Broadus Memorial Baptist 
Church, Charlottesville

Broadus Memorial Baptist 
Church, Mechanicsville

Bruington Baptist Church

Calvary Baptist Church, 
Bowling Green

Calvary Baptist Church, 
Charlottesville

Calvary Baptist Church, 
Newport News

Calvary Hill Baptist Church

Carlisle Avenue 
Baptist Church

Cedar Bluff 
Baptist Church

Central Baptist 
Church

Central Baptist 
Church, Richmond, 
Courthouse Rd

Central Baptist Church, 
Richmond, Church Rd

Central Hill Baptist 
Church, Suffolk

Central Hill Baptist 
Church, Windsor

Chancellor Baptist Church

Charlestown Baptist Church

Chatham Heights Baptist Church

Chesterfield Baptist Church

Churchland Baptist Church

Clifton Forge Baptist Church

Colonial Heights Baptist Church

Commonwealth Baptist Church

Cool Spring Baptist Church

Crewe Baptist Church

Crozet Baptist Church

Culpeper Baptist Church

Deer Park Baptist Church

Derbyshire Baptist Church

Downtown Baptist Church

Effort Baptist Church

Emmaus Baptist Church

Ephesus Baptist Church

Fairview Baptist Church, 
Fredericksburg

Falling River Baptist Church

Fincastle Baptist Church

First Baptist Church, Bluefield

First Baptist Church, 
Charlottesville

First Baptist Church, 
Colonial Heights

First Baptist Church, Danville

First Baptist Church, Front Royal

First Baptist Church, 
Jonesville

First Baptist Church, 
Newport News

First Baptist Church, 
Republican Grove

First Baptist Church, 
Richmond

First Baptist Church, 
Waynesboro

First Baptist Church, West Point

First Baptist Church, Woodstock

Fountain Grove Baptist Church

Four Mile Creek Baptist Church

Fredericksburg Baptist Church

Friendship Baptist Church

Gateway Community Church

Ginter Park Baptist Church

Glade Spring Baptist Church

Glebe Landing Baptist Church

Glen Allen Baptist Church

Goochland Baptist Church

Goshen Baptist Church

Hardy Central Baptist Church

High Point Baptist Church

Holland Baptist Church

Irvington Baptist Church

King's Grant Baptist Church

Lakeside Baptist Church

Lebanon Baptist Church

Liberty Baptist Church

Liberty Christian Church

Long Branch Baptist Church

Manly Memorial Baptist Church

Marion Baptist Church

Mattaponi Baptist Church

Melville Avenue Baptist Church

Menokin Baptist Church

Mentow Baptist Church

Morgans Baptist Church

Mount Vernon Baptist Church

New Highland Baptist Church

New Hope Baptist Church

New Prospect Baptist Church

North Bedford Baptist Church

North Fork Baptist Church

Oak Level Baptist Church

Oakland Baptist Church

Oakwood Memorial Baptist Church

Ocean View Baptist Church

Orange Baptist Church

Orcutt Baptist Church

Parkwood Baptist Church

Pocahontas Bassett Baptist Church

Poplar Springs Baptist Church

Providence Baptist 
Church, Lancaster

Providence Baptist 
Church Red House

Rhoadesville Baptist Church

Ridge Baptist Church

River Road Church Baptist

Rock Hill Baptist Church

Rocks Baptist Church

Rose Union Baptist Church

Ruckersville Baptist Church

Salem Baptist Church, 
Fredericksburg

Samuel Harris Memorial 
Baptist Church

Second Baptist Church, Richmond

Skinquarter Baptist Church

St. Mark's United Methodist Church

Starling Avenue Baptist Church

Straightstone Baptist Church

Talbot Park Baptist Church

The United Baptist Church

Tomahawk Baptist Church

Union Baptist Church, Hayes

United Baptist Church

Upper Essex Baptist Church

Urbanna Baptist Church

Vienna Baptist Church

Wallers Baptist Church

Walnut Grove Baptist Church

Warrenton Baptist Church

West End Baptist 
Church, Petersburg

West Hampton Baptist Church

West Lynchburg Baptist Church

West Side Baptist Church

Westover Baptist Church

Winfree Memorial Baptist Church

Woodland Heights Baptist Church

Zoar Baptist Church, Deltaville

2 0 1 9
CHARITABLE
BENEFICIARIES

your stewardship:  
Impacting generations for Christ

churches
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DONOR-ADVISED 
FUNDS (139)
ACTS RVA

All Souls Charlottesville

Alzheimer's Association

Appalachian State 
University 

Foundation

Appomattox Baptist Association

Arthritis Foundation

Averette University

Baptist General 
Association of Virginia

Baptist Joint Committee

Baptist Theological 
Seminary of Richmond

Baptist World Alliance

Bethlehem United 
Methodist Church

Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association

Blacksburg Baptist Church

Bluefield College

Boston University

Bowling Green Volunteer 
Fire Department

Camp Alkulana

Camp Concord

Camp Piankatank

Campbell University, Divinity 
School Endowed Scholarship

Caroline Care Group

Catherine H. Barber 
Memorial Shelter

Cats at Longstreet

Chesterfield Baptist Church

Christian Aid Mission

Church Hill Activities & Tutoring

Clarksville Baptist Church

College Hill Baptist Church

Communities in Schools 
of Richmond, Inc.

Cool Spring Baptist Church

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 

Covington Baptist Church

Cru (Campus Crusade for Christ)

Desert Stream Ministries

Downtown Baptist Church

Eastern Star Home

Ebenezer Community Church

Edward Via College

Elijah House Academy

Fair-Park Baptist Church

FeedMore

First Baptist Church, Gretna

First Baptist Church of La Feria

First Baptist Church, Waynesboro

First Book-Greater Kingsport

Focus on the Family

Friends of Mukhanyo

Full Circle Grief Center

Gayton Baptist Church

George Washington National 
Masonic Memorial

Gideon's International

God's Bible School & College

Goochland Cares Free Clinic 

Gospel Community Church

Habitat for Humanity 
of Waynesboro

Health Foundation, Inc.

Heifer International

Homeward

HopeTree Family Foundation

HopeTree Family Services

International Mission Board

Interserve USA

Jahnke Road Baptist Church

John Leland Center for 
Theological Studies

Legal Aid Justice Center

Liberty University College 
of Osteopathic Medicine

Lincoln Memorial University

Main Street Baptist 
Church, Emporia 

Mary Washington Hospice

Masonic Home

MCV Foundation - BMT Unit Fund

Millers Creek United 
Methodist Church

Milligan College

New Tribes Mission

Nia Inc. of Greater Richmond

Nigeria Baptist Convention

North American Mission Board

Novo Mission, Inc.

Oak Hill Academy

Okatee Baptist Church

Old Hickory Council,  
Boy Scouts of America

Paralyzed Veterans of America

Petersburg Baptist Association

Poplar Springs Baptist Church

Pregnancy Resource Center 
of Metro Richmond

Providence Baptist Church

Relationship Foundation of Virginia

Richmond Center for 
Christian Study

Richmond Police Department

Richmond Symphony

River Road Church, Baptist

Rutgers New Jersey 
Medical School

Saint Paul's Community 
Foundation

Salem Baptist Church, Milford

Salvation Army

Samaritan Kitchen of Wilkes

Samaritans Purse

Sandston Baptist Church

Semper K9 Assistance Dogs

Serenity Garden Foundation

Shalom Baptist Church

Shriners Children's Hospital

Southampton Baptist Church

St. Andrew's School

Sylvan Heights Bird Park

The College of William and Mary

The Country Day School

The Family Foundation of Virginia

The Virginia Institute 
of Pastoral Care

Trinity Broadcasting Network

UNC-TV Foundation

United Way Services

University of Lynchburg

USA Water Ski & Wake 
Sports Foundation

UVA at Wise

VCU Massey Cancer Center

Virginia Baptist Committed  

Virginia Baptist Foundation

Virginia Baptist 
Historical Society

Virginia Baptist Homes 

Virginia Baptist 
Homes/Lifespire

Virginia Commonwealth 
University

Virginia Tech

Virginia Tech Foundation 
(Highty-Tighty)

Virginia Western 
Community College

West Lynchburg Baptist Church

Westminster Canterbury 
Foundation

Wilkes Heritage Museum

Wilkes Ministry of Hope

Winston Salem Foundation

Wycliffe Bible Translators

Xzone

Yadkin River Greenway

YMCA of Greater Richmond

Youth Life Foundation 
of Richmond

Young Life of Caroline County

YWAM VA 

MISSION AGENCIES (35)

Appomattox Baptist Association

Augusta Baptist Association

Baptist Campus Ministries Alumni 
Association at William and Mary

Baptist Campus Ministries 
Longwood Alumni Fund

Baptist Campus Ministries 
University of Mary Washington

Baptist Campus Ministries 
Virginia Tech Alumni Fund

Baptist Center for Ethics

Baptist Collegiate Ministries

Baptist General 
Association of Virginia

Baptist Joint Committee

Baptist News Global

Baptist World Alliance

Centra Health Foundation

Concord Baptist Association

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

Donor Advised fundMission Agenices

Donor Advised fund
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Dover Baptist Association

Eagle Eyrie Baptist 
Conference Center

HopeTree Family Services

International Mission Board

Lakewood Manor 

Lebanon Baptist Association

Lynchburg Baptist Association

Middle District Baptist Association

North American Mission Board

NorthStar Church Network 

Peninsula Baptist Association

Petersburg Baptist Association

Richmond Baptist Association

River City Faith Network 
of the Richmond 
Baptist Association

Roanoke Valley Baptist 
Association

Spence Network

Virginia Baptist Foundation

Virginia Baptist Historical Society

Virginia Baptist 
Homes/LifeSpire

Woman's  
Missionary  
Union of  
Virginia

OTHERS (56)

AACC Habitat for Humanity

Altavista Volunteer 
Fire Department

American Bible Society

American Cancer Society

American Diabetes Association

American Red Cross

Americans United For Separation 
of Church and State

Annandale Christians for 
Community Action

Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association

Brookneal Volunteer 
Fire Department

Cameron Foundation

Children's Bible Ministries of VA Inc.

Children's Home Society Of Virginia

Children's Hospital

Christmas Mother's Fund

Churchland Baptist Ladies 
Aid Scholarship

Connie Maxwell Children's Home

County of Stafford

Crewe Burkeville Recreation

Crewe Church of the Nazarene

Crewe Volunteer Fire Department

Culpeper County Library

Culpeper Regional Hospital

Eastover Baptist Retreat Center

Edmarc Hospice For Children

Emily Green Shores Assisted Living

Evington Volunteer 
Fire Department

Gladys Volunteer 
Fire Department

Gretna Volunteer 
Fire Department

Gretna Youth 
Sports

Guideposts

Guidestone 
Financial Resources

Hurt Volunteer 
Fire Department

Masonic  
Home

Nottoway County 
Emergency Squad

Nottoway County Weekday 
Religious Program

Oasis Social Ministry

Patrick Henry Boys & Girls Homes

Pleasant View Homes Inc.

Renan Volunteer Fire Department

Salvation Army

Sheltering Arms

Shriners Hospital for Children

Spring Lake Baptist Assembly

Starke Behavior Health Association

Stateline Baptist Assembly, Inc.

The Cameron Foundation

The Hermitage At Cedarfield

Tidewater Teacher's Music Forum

Town of Burkeville

Town of Crewe

United Baptist Foundation

United Methodist Foundation

Virginia Tech Foundation Inc.

Virginia United Methodist 
Homes, Inc.

World Literature Crusade

World Vision International

SCHOOLS (80)  

American University School 
of International Service

Auburn University

Averett University

Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Richmond

Baylor University

Bluefield College

Bluefield State College

Bridgewater College

Bucknell University

California Baptist University

Carnegie-Mellon University

Carson-Newman University

Cedarville University

Central Baptist Theological 
Seminary

Central Virginia Community College

Christopher Newport University

Clear Creek Baptist Bible College

Cornell University

Dabney S. Lancaster 
Community College

Dallas Theological Seminary

Drexel University

Duke Divinity School

Emory University

Ferrum College

Fork Union Military Academy

George Mason University

Georgetown College

Hargrave Military Academy

Huntington University

J. Sargeant Reynolds 
Community College

James Madison University

Johnson & Wales University

Le Tourneau University

Lee University

Lees-McRae College

Liberty University

Lincoln Memorial University

Longwood University

Mary Baldwin College

McAfee School of Theology

Milligan College

New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Norfolk State University

North Carolina A&T

Oak Hill Academy

Ocean View Christian Academy

Old Dominion University

Olivet Nazarene University

Ouachita Baptist University

Oxford College of Emory University

Patrick Henry Community College

Radford University

Regent University

Roanoke College

Sentara College of Health Sciences

Shenandoah University

Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

St. Olaf College

Stetson University

The College of William and Mary

Union Presbyterian Seminary

Union University

University of California, Irvine

University of Illinois

University of Lynchburg

University of Mary Washington

University of Maryland

University of Pittsburgh

University of Richmond

University of Virginia

Virginia 
Commonwealth 
University

Virginia Tech

Virginia Union 
School of 
Theology

Virginia 
Western 
Community 
College

Wesley 
Theological 
Seminary

West Virginia University

Wofford College

schoolsDonor Advised fundMission Agenices

Mission Agenices
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Judy Deel had more children 
than she can count. She 
nurtured them, taught them 
and loved them … at least  
for a year of their life.  
Botetourt County is  
grateful. Judy is, too. 
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Judy Deel had more children 
than she can count. She 
nurtured them, taught them 
and loved them … at least  
for a year of their life.  
Botetourt County is  
grateful. Judy is, too. 

For 36 years, Judy served as a third-grade teacher 
at Troutville Elementary School.

“I’m an average person, really kind of boring,” she 
insisted. “I taught at only one school in  
the same community all my life. I’ve been your 

basic garden-variety educator.” 

Her former students, and now many of 
their children, are quick to disagree. Judy 
positively influenced close to 1,000 of her 

community’s youngsters, yet she shrugs 
praise and points to Christ.

TRANSFORMATION, ONE 
YOUNGSTER AT A TIME

Born and raised in Botetourt County, Judy 
holds dear the Shenandoah Valley’s beautiful 
countryside. Hers is a safe and friendly 
community, just minutes from Roanoke. 

“Our family’s roots go deep in the Mill Creek 
community, back to the late 1700s when my 
German ancestors traveled down the Shenandoah 
Valley from Pennsylvania. I live on farmland that 
has been in my family for generations,” Judy said. 
Her father, a blue-collar worker and World War II 
Navy veteran, died from heart disease when she 
was a high school junior. With one daughter 
having graduated from college and two more girls 
preparing for college, her mother found her way 
into the workforce as a cafeteria worker. “It was just 
understood that I’d go to college,” Judy said, and she 
did in 1966, at age 17. Self-described as “shy and 
slightly awkward,” she graduated from Longwood 
in just three years, backed by state teachers’ 
scholarships. “I never married and had no children, 

so I focused my energy on my education and my 
teaching career,” she explained. Judy later obtained 
a master’s degree in education, as well.

College graduation typically calls for a summer of 
celebration; but for Judy, it called for missionary 
work through the Baptist Student Union. The 
last eight-or-so weeks before starting her lifelong 
career were spent teaching Bible school in poverty-

stricken areas 
of Southwest 
Virginia and 
Tidewater, 
followed by a 
brief stint as 
a counselor 
at Camp 
Alkulana. 

That fall, 
Judy began 
her teaching 
career at 
Troutville 

Elementary, just five miles from her family home. 
She taught there for more than three decades, 
occasionally the second grade, but most often 
third. “I loved the fact that third-grade people still 
love their teacher,” she said. “It’s a time when they 
begin to be independent learners, a time of their 
first chapter books and other milestones. Children 
that age thought we teachers hung the moon and 
stars. It was a happy time.”  

However, the challenge and increasing stress of 
meeting state requirements prompted Judy to 
accept an early retirement package in 2005. “I 
didn’t want to wear out my welcome,” she laughed. 

MIRACULOUS 

GENEROSITY

SCHOOLED IN LOVE

For Judy Deel, life is missions.
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Not surprisingly, she continued to be involved 
with the students and Troutville Elementary by 
tutoring children through the PALS remedial-
reading program. “I guess I wasn’t ready to retire, 
because I still needed that child connection,” she 
recalled. PALS allowed her to work one-on-one with 
youngsters in need for the next seven years.

Fast forward to the present, and Judy still resides in 
the same Mill Creek community, within view of the 
same church, Mill Creek Baptist, where she’s always 
been a member. Some of her greatest joys today are 
what she calls “Hallmark moments,” when a former 
student or their parent recognizes her and shares a 
cherished memory of days gone by.

LIFE-CHANGING MOMENTS

Like when young Emily Mack feared the first day of 
third grade. She couldn’t find the courage to enter 
the classroom where a new teacher and classmates 
were waiting. Judy peeked out of her door 
and saw little Emily, alone in the 
hallway. “She could have been 
frustrated, but instead she came 
out, got 
down on 
my level 
and really 
listened,” 
Emily 
recalled. 
“I told 
her I 
was 
afraid, and I 
remember she was soft-spoken 
and calm. With kind words and 
a hug, she encouraged me to 
come into the room to see my 
desk.” Later that afternoon 
when Emily got off the school 
bus, her mom said she skipped 
down the sidewalk, swinging her bookbag while 
shouting, “I love my teacher! I love third grade!” 
Judy’s transparency about her own childhood 
shyness helped Emily triumph over fear. Emily 
later attended college, and today Emily Mack Gust 
is a sonographer who shows similar empathy to 

expectant mothers needing 
sonograms.

Julie Erickson, another of 
Judy’s alumni, is now a 
veteran teacher herself. 
Every year for the past 17 
years during the study of continents, Julie shows her 
second-grade students the Chinese pen pal letters 
she wrote as a child in Miss Deel’s class. Through 
this sharing, the cross-cultural exchange continues 
for yet another generation. “Out of all my elementary 
school teachers, I remember her class the most,” 
Julie said. “She was such a caring, loving teacher —  
a role model as to the kind of teacher I want to be.”

A Roanoke Memorial Hospital chaplain, realizing 
Judy was his former teacher, shared fond memories 
of her classroom’s playground fun. Debbie recalled 
that “Miss Deel” provided a costume that she 

wouldn’t have had otherwise 
for their school play. Ryan’s 
mother announced that he had 
completed radiology residency 

due, in part, to 
confidence instilled 
during Judy’s 
watch care. 

One of the most 
meaningful 
tributes went 
public when 

Judy retired. 
Parents of a struggling child 
showed their gratitude to 
Judy through the “Fincastle 
Herald.” Their paid ad read, 

“Thank you for being the kind 
of teacher we parents pray 
for each year.”

“I am amazed how my 
small kindnesses have 

had lifelong impact,” Judy reflected with sincere 
humility. “But I am a Christian educator, and I 
believe Christian teachers approach teaching with a 
different manner and a different heart. God worked 
through me, taking what I could do and using it for 
the good of others.”

Nurturing children 

has been the focus 

of Judy Deel's life 

through school, 

church and missions.

Mementos from Judy's time teaching include 

notes from her students and an ad in the local 

newspaper placed by grateful parents.
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“ I TOLD HER I WAS AFRAID. WITH KIND WORDS 
AND A HUG, SHE ENCOURAGED ME TO COME 
INTO THE ROOM TO SEE MY DESK.” 

Emily Mack feared the 

first day of third grade. 

Judy’s transparency 

about her own 

childhood shyness 

helped Emily triumph 

over fear. Today, Emily 

is a sonographer who 

shows similar empathy 

to expectant mothers.
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Teaching was Judy’s calling. Transformation her 
effect. Christian encouragement her mission. 

LIFE-CHANGING MISSIONS

A few summers, Judy taught in “classrooms” starkly 
different than those in Troutville. God called her 
and other Christian teachers to China in 1986, to 
help middle-school teachers improve their English. 
In Thailand, she mingled and practiced English 
with college students and women through a Baptist 
Student Center. Judy’s faith was ever present, 
though sometimes she had to share it in creative 
ways. For example, she taught the Chinese teachers 
cultural lessons about holidays, which allowed her 
to explain the meanings of Christmas and Easter.

Every spring 
for nine 
years, and 
continuing 
today, Judy 
traveled 
to the 
Dominican 
Republic with 
members of 
Mill Creek, 
who helped 
establish 
and still fund 
“Preescolar 
Cristiano 
Brisas del 
Este.” While 
youngsters 
attend this preschool, Judy and others interact 
with the local women. “We do simple crafts and I 
tell them short Bible stories,” she said. The ladies 
have discovered great fun in re-enacting their 
lessons through skits. As the stories about Jesus 
take life, seeds are planted about eternal life 
through Him.

MISSIONS ON THE HOMEFRONT

Judy’s mission legacy encompasses domestic 
service, too. For the past 11 years, she has traveled 
to the Dakotas to serve at Standing Rock Indian 
Reservation. “The reservation, which covers an 

area about the size of Connecticut, is on the border 
of North and South Dakota,” she noted. “It is home 
to about 8,500 people who struggle with issues of 
unemployment, alcoholism, drugs, poverty and 
domestic violence. Desolate land and extreme 
weather conditions make this area a difficult place 
to live and work.” Early on, Judy questioned what 
in the world she was doing there? Eventually, God 
made the answer apparent. “Sharing life” was 
what the local women needed and craved. “So, I 
teach them how to crochet rag rugs, and we add a 
teaspoon full of God’s love,” Judy said. “Often the 
way you treat them is their Bible lesson.”

Another three years, Judy visited Kenel, a small 
community on the reservation with about 40 
families. “Very few outsiders visit Kenel, and 
the week of ministry by the Virginia team is a 
highlight for many,” Judy explained. “There is 
no Baptist church or ongoing Bible study for this 
community, so building relationships and gaining 
trust is hard-earned.” Her team knew they were 
making in-roads, however, when they returned a 
year later and found a coffee-filter flower, crafted 
with Miss Elaine the previous summer, still 
displayed on the 90-year-old’s kitchen table.

Judy’s selfless service seemingly knows no 
bounds. She joins others and helps pack “blessing 
bags” with healthy snacks and a Scripture for 
Mill Creek’s Appalachian Trail hiker ministry. 
Other missionaries who regularly work with this 
ministry say that many long-distance hikers 
tackle the Appalachian Trail after experiencing 
some transition—graduation, divorce, retirement, 
loved one’s death, job change—so often they’re 
receptive to acts of kindness. The “blessing bags” 
can make a big impact about eternal values as 
God speaks to the hikers through His healing and 
surrounding creation. 

EVERYDAY MISSIONS

Back home, Judy opens her home for a monthly 
rag-rug crafting session. Though the impact of 
missional activities is seldom known, a new 
acquaintance who joined Judy’s crocheters later 
shared heartfelt sentiments. Her husband had 
passed away just before her first visit. “You didn’t 
know to feel sorry for me, and I needed a chance to 

Judy's love of children didn't 

stop in the classroom. It 

included trips to the Dominican 

Republic with her church to 

help establish a preschool.
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heal and something to do,” the now-friend said.  
“You saved my life.”

Children in Southwest Virginia also benefit from 
Judy’s caring heart. Coal mine closures and opioids 
have taken a toll on many schools and communities 
in that region. Along with her church and Roanoke 
Valley 
Woman’s 
Missionary 
Union (WMU), 
Judy helps 
gather books, 
Bibles and 
toiletries 
for delivery 
to needy 
schoolchildren 
across four 
counties. Once 
again, the 
transforming 
love of Christ is 
demonstrated 
through word 
and action.

Somehow 
Judy always 
makes time for church leadership, too. Her skills 
were put to good use as WMU director for the 
past 10 years and as Sunday School director for 15 
years. Today, she continues to help weekly with the 
children’s programs at Mill Creek, where she teaches 
youngsters about missionaries and sometimes 
interacts with children of her former students. 
“Those rewards, money cannot buy,” Judy said. 
 “My goal is to educate everyone, from the youngest 
to the oldest, about missions and to encourage their 
involvement.”

What motivates Judy to stay so active? “Bringing hope 
and salvation to people, literally and figuratively, can 
be transformational,” she answered. “I am grateful for 
the blessings that I have been given through teaching 
and am fortunate to be ‘a glove on the hand of God.’”

Indeed, through His power, Judy continues to 
transform lives … in her community and beyond. 

AN EVERYDAY MIRACLE
In 2018, Judy Deel attended a VBF Miraculous 

Generosity seminar at her church. “That session got 

my wheels turning because I needed to redo my 

will and leaving something for my church was an 

important thing to do.” Judy was pleased when VBF 

connected her with a lawyer who prepared her will to 

bequeath a portion to her church. 

“I’m leaving an insurance policy with my church as 

the beneficiary, so it can have a long-lasting impact 

on others,” Judy humbly shared. Her Christian-based 

influence will continue all her life, God willing. And now 

through her estate plan, it will continue indefinitely 

after her passing.

“To me, Miraculous Generosity is Ephesians 3:20-21,” 

Judy said. “Now to Him who is able to do 

immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to His power that is at work within us, 

to Him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, 

for ever and ever! Amen.”

Judy talks with Pastor 

Danny Quirin from Mill 

Creek Baptist Church.

Judy currently serves on the 

board of Mill Creek Child Care 

Center, where she provides a 

teacher's perspective.  She also 

shares a mission focus with  

children attending the church's 

Wednesday night program.
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For nearly 100 years, Virginia Baptist 
Foundation (VBF) has been an entrusted 
partner who assists the people of God in 
living out Christ’s Great Commission — 
by committing their time, energies and 
economic resources to the spread of the 
Christian Gospel. 

These transformed individuals, benefactors 
whom we call friends through Christ, 
committed first their hearts, then their minds 
and finally their wallets to support ministries 
important to them — 400+ in 2019 alone! 
(These ministries are listed on pages 23-25.)

Donors entrusted $85.3 million to the watchcare 
of the foundation over the past decade. In the 
same time period, VBF distributed $66.7 million 
to hundreds of designated ministry partners. 

Often it is hard for us to conceive such 
staggering amounts. For a visual of these 
entrusted dollars, consider that the $20 bill 
is the approximate amount that the average 
BGAV church member contributes weekly 

to the offering plate or 
church ministries. The 
James Monroe Building in 
downtown Richmond is 
the city’s tallest building 

at 29 stories or 450 feet. One would have to 
stack $20 bills atop each other equivalent 
to the height of three and one-half James 
Monroe buildings to equal the monetary gifts 
entrusted to the foundation over this past 
decade. God has been good!  

Another transformation involves the next 
generation through scholarships. VBF awarded 
107 scholarships totaling $186,000 during the 
current academic year to qualifying Virginia 
Baptist students. Recipients were chosen from 
a pool of 180 applicants representing 113 BGAV 
churches and boasting a 3.86 GPA. 

These university and seminary students are 
engaged in various fields of study on campuses 
not just across Virginia, but as far west as 
Riverside, California; as far north as Boston, 
Massachusetts; and as far south as New Orleans, 
Louisiana. They are honoring God through 
their lives, service and 
future careers. They often 
respond in spoken word and 
handwritten notes, “Thank 
you! My life has been changed 
and my faith deepened 
through this scholarship, and 
I am grateful.” 

Ron Hall  
CEO

C E O’S

C O R N E R 

Generosity’s transforming power
By Ron Hall

What does 

it take to 

persevere?  

The grace  

of God 

and a little 

encouragement 

from those 

with a higher 

perspective.
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TREY BEARDEN IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 9,530 SHOVELS, 8,705 RAKES, 3,400 

HAMMERS, 4,100 CORDLESS DRILLS, 36,935 FOLDING CHAIRS ... AND MORE.

NO, HE DOESN’T OWN A HOME DEPOT. NOR IS HE A CARPENTER BY TRADE.

TREY IS AN ORDAINED BAPTIST PASTOR WHO FOUND HIS SECOND CALLING 

IN 2015, WHEN AT AGE 36, HE WAS RECRUITED AS THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

OF THE RICHMOND COMMUNITY TOOLBANK.  

“I had no experience with nonprofits 

or fundraising, so only God knows 

the reason I was hired,” Trey said 

with a laugh. At that time, the 

Richmond Community ToolBank had 

nothing but a vision and the promise 

of a website, as well as connection 

with the founding organization in 

Atlanta. Yet, Trey recognized the 

potential of a tool-lending program. 

Easy access to low-cost construction 

and maintenance tools would 

increase the impact of charitable 

organizations performing hands-

on mission work. Ultimately, the 

nonprofit could enhance the lives of 

people and communities they served.

“I had taken church youth and adults 

all around doing missions for many 

years, and every single trip, I was 

at a hardware store buying tools off 

the shelf with church dollars − only 

to give them to the group when we 

left,” he recalled. “I knew the idea of 
loaning tools was ingenious!”

Trey strategically grew Richmond 
ToolBank’s brand, partnerships and 
publicity, as well as its inventory. 
In 2018, he advanced to national 
leadership, and today, he serves as 
chief program officer for the parent 
organization, ToolBank USA. Eight 
affiliates, located in major cities across 
the country, house huge inventories 
with tool-handling fees as low as 3 
percent of retail value. “For example, if 
a nonprofit needs shovels for a project, 
they can borrow our $15 shovel for as 
little as 45 cents for the whole week.” 

ToolBank USA is truly transforming 
the inherent cost of community 
revitalization, urban greening, 
school projects and disaster relief. As 
added value, the nonprofit has begun 
providing training, startup resources 
and advocacy, too.
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SCHOLAR 

successes

RIGHT TOOL.
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“ Church in  the commun ity looks different than 
i nstitutional church, but I am still in min istry. 

Min istry is whatever you are doing.”

LIFE BEFORE THE 
TOOLBANK
“When I went off to college, I wasn’t 
sure what I wanted to do,” Trey 
admitted. His namesakes—grandfather, 
Carter Eugene Bearden, Sr. and father, 
Carter Eugene Bearden, Jr.—are ordained 
Baptist ministers, as is his uncle, Ray. 
“Ministry was in my blood. It was 
part of my world, and church played 
an integral role in my development.” 
However, when Trey considered his life’s 
calling, he never assumed that pastoring 
a church was his destiny. “You have to 
find yourself and who God 
is calling you to be — not 
what parents and peers 
expect you to be. I had to 
discern who I was, and 
who I was with God.” 

Filled with self-seeking 
questions and the drive 
to succeed, Trey decided 
a business degree 
would serve him well. “I 
wanted all the skills and 
knowledge I could get,” he said. So, he 
graduated from Elon College in 2000 
with a bachelor of science in business 
administration and a double minor in 
accounting and computer science. 

Hired as a securities processing 
specialist for Wachovia, tasks such as 
asset transfers, reconciliations and 
mergers were the focus of Trey’s work 
world for the next six years. 

Meanwhile, Michaela was the focus of 
his life. They married in 2003.

“At that time, I was still trying to find 
my identity,” Trey shared. A turning 
point occurred one year later, when a 
childhood mentor encouraged Trey to 
accept a part-time position as youth 
minister for Walnut Grove Baptist 
Church in Mechanicsville, Virginia. 

The pastoral activities felt natural. 
The opportunity felt providential. 
Within two years, Trey resigned from 
Wachovia Securities and enrolled at 
the Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Richmond. “I attended seminary as 
part of my job,” he said. “Through the 
whole process, I could see God’s hand 
at work as all the pieces fell in place.” 

Not only did God bless Trey by extending 
his pastorate to full time as associate 
pastor to youth and young 
adults. He also blessed 
him with VBF scholarships 
during all four years 

of seminary. “Those 
scholarships relinquished 
the burden of additional 
loans,” Trey recalled. “They 
also gave me financial 
freedom as a new father. 
I owe a debt of gratitude 
to those who encouraged 
me with financial support, 
thoughts and prayers.” 

Trey achieved his master 
of divinity and was 
ordained while serving 
at Walnut Grove. During 
his ten-year tenure, 
Trey co-led the Cradle 
to Career ministry 
for the 250-member 
congregation and created 
an Ambassadors of Hope 

program, where widows and widowers 
mentor middle and high school students. 
Within the community, neighbors in need 
benefit from the food-pantry ministry 
that Trey launched. Within the church, 
families enjoy FX@516: a Sunday night 
gathering with small groups, service 
projects and drama. 

The young pastor also led numerous 
mission projects and trips to aid victims 
of natural disasters. Little did Trey 
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ToolBanks across the country loan 

tools at a low cost, which enables 

nonprofits and volunteers to 

put more of their money toward 

community building projects.

know that his business degree, ministry 
experience and hands-on mission work 
were preparing him for his current 
leadership role with ToolBank USA.

WITHIN, YET OUTSIDE  
THE CHURCH
When called to the Richmond ToolBank, 
Trey didn’t initially recognize it as God’s 
plan. “Church in the community looks 
different than institutional church, but I

 am still in ministry,” he said. “Ministry  
is whatever you are doing.”

Today, Trey’s workweek focuses on planning, 
directing and coordinating the nationwide 
nonprofit. “I am seeing transformational 
change because organizations have 
access to tools they need. When it seems 
impossible, we make it possible.”

Indeed, Trey’s leadership is supporting 
the ever-working, ever-faithful hands  
of Christ.  
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An Anglican priest. 

A director of Baptist student ministries. 

A songwriter-performer-producer. 

What do these three have in common? 

They describe the same man: Dave Petty, a 68-year-old 

whose life has revolved around ministry and music. 

When Dave picked up his first guitar at age 12, he was 

hooked. By high school, he was a member of several teenage 

bands who played the raucous, rhythmic rock of the ‘70s. 

“By the time I started college, I played electric and acoustic 

guitars, harmonicas, flute, sax, keyboard and everything 

else,” Dave said. He also sang lead and harmony vocals. 

Then, came the transforming invitation from Christ. 

“During my third year at UVA, I came to Jesus, and my life 

has never been the same,” Dave shared. “I began reading 

and memorizing Scripture. I kept a Bible in my pocket, and 

often shared the Gospel. I even went out of my way to pick 

up hitchhikers, so I could share the Good News with them. 

I was crazy committed.” 

And, he still is. 

MINISTRY 
FUNDS 

money 
management
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Dave Petty performs a duet with 

Austin Patterson during Open Mic.

Thoughtfully Christian and intent 

on connecting with believer and 

non-believer, he now has six digital 

albums that are available through 

Spotify and iTunes (search for 

“Dave Petty”). “Everything I do 

has to do with my faith in Him.”
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Not surprisingly, Dave’s two loves 
collided. Over the years, he had amassed 
a coveted collection of rock albums, his 
pride and joy. After conversion, God 
made it very clear that the music of the 
past was not acceptable in the present 
as a follower of Christ. Desiring total 
obedience, Dave destroyed 500 of his 
precious albums in one afternoon. “I 
smashed the idolatry of my music,” he 
said. Likewise, he discerned that musical 
instruments also were taking the place 
of God … so they went, too. Dave wanted 
God, only God, in every area of his life.

After graduating college, Dave 
discovered balance. He opened a small 

business that offered guitar lessons 
while continually growing his faith 
through traditional Bible studies and 
worship. It wasn’t long before God 
revealed the next step of His plan. He 
called Dave to Westminster Theological 
Seminary, from which Dave graduated 
with two master’s degrees. 

For the next several decades, Dave’s 
ministry appointments and addresses 
were as varied as his past. He worked 
as a youth director in a Southern 
Baptist church in Florida, pastored an 
Evangelical Free Church in New Jersey 
and served as chaplain or teacher  
for three different schools in two  

different states. In 2014, he was 

ordained as an Anglican priest. 

However, even then, traditional 

approaches didn't always work. He 

followed Christ, wherever He led.

On the personal front, God blessed Dave 

with Carol, a girlfriend during college 

whom he led to Christ. They were wed 

and welcomed two children. Tragically, 

Carol unexpectedly died after 30 years 

of marriage. “I knew Carol was with the 

Lord; she just got there ahead of me,” 

he said. Dave raised his children with 

the Lord’s help. He later remarried and 

eventually returned to Charlottesville.
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CREATIVITY OPENS 
HEARTS, MINDS, SOULS

In 2017, Dave accepted a part-time 
position as director of UVA’s Baptist 
Collegiate Ministries, which is supported 
by the Baptist General Association 
of Virginia. In no time, the position 
morphed into a fulltime ministry 
because of Dave’s commitment to Christ 
and youth, backed by his love of all 
things creative. Dave calls the Baptist 
center “Eunoia,” which means “beautiful 
thinking.” He explained, “I want creative 
students to feel welcome, including 
those who may not identify with Christ 
or Baptist theology.” UVA’s students 

drop by and check out the offerings of 

two different yet overlapping ministries: 

Expressions (creative arts) and Essentials 

(evangelism, discipleship and missions).

First, Eunoia is a creative community 

with doors wide open to musicians, 

vocalists, creative writers and visual 

artists. “Creativity is just in my 

bones,” Dave said. Apparently, it’s in a 
lot of students’ bones, too. They gather 
at the center to express themselves. 
During Monday’s Workshop at 8 p.m., 
eight to 10 students and community 
artisans hang out upstairs to cultivate 
a craft, offer free instrument lessons 
or provide performance tips. At 9 p.m., 
Tyler Hutcherson, a UVA alum, leads 
Open Mic, and the “work-in-progress” 
stage performances happen.

On Thursdays, Tyler again leads 
Showcase as a more curated venue. 
About 35 students and community 
friends come to this “listening room” 
to enjoy each other’s music or readings, 
often, though not always, inspired by 
faith-driven lives. “We fuel the flame of 
love and joy through artistic expression,” 
Dave explained. “Conversations of faith 
are most at work not on stage, but before 
and after the shows.”

African American students reserve the 
center every semester for yet another 
form of creative worship: a Yahweh 
Night of praise! More than 130 attend the 
three-hour service with live music and 
dance, ranging from gospel to Caribbean.

Creative ministries and worship may 
use indirect methods, yet they produce 
direct results. A practicing Muslim, who 
was a UVA medical student, came to The 
Showcase in 2017 — not just once, but 
every week. “He is a beatbox artist, and 
we became his home away from home,” 
Dave said. “He knew we were Christians, 
but he came to Eunoia and regularly 
played his music with a real sense of 
belonging and freedom.” Dave and the 
Muslim student shared many a meal and 
many a conversation. When the student 
moved from Charlottesville to continue 
his medical training, he left Dave a 
generous parting gift: a 12-string guitar. 
Christian faith was modeled at Eunoia, 
and “we still pray for him,” Dave said.

Dave calls the Baptist center

Eunoia,  
which means beautiful thinking. 

Eunoia caters to two different groups. Essentials offers Bible 

study, discipleship and missions for those exploring Christianity. 

Expressions offers a creative outlet to those in the community.
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Student outreach sometimes extends 
beyond UVA, such as when Dave 
met a Virginia Tech student during 
a college retreat. “He was a creative 
who had trouble fitting in the box of 
the normal college-campus ministry,” 
Dave said. During the student’s visits 
to Charlottesville, Dave invited him 
to his house to craft lyrics, and last 
summer the student hung around and 
performed every week. “Music is his 
world, and through Eunoia, he has 
found a real sense of place,” Dave said. 

“People come who would never go to 
a church, perhaps because they’ve felt 
burned. This (creative outlet) builds 
a bridge back to a healthy way of 
revisiting what Christ can do for them.” 

ESSENTIALS OF  
CHRISTIAN GROWTH

The second element of the Eunoia 
ministry is Essentials. It’s more like 
traditional campus ministry, but with a 
different leadership model. “Essentials 
is where students find, grow and are 
sent in Christ,” Dave explained. “Since 
I’m old, I had prayed for two years how 
to get a college Bible study going.” God’s 
answer came through two friends, third 
and fourth-year, who were seeking a 
fellowship community that fit them. 
“They are highly committed and live 
out their Christian faith,” Dave said. 
They immediately brought five others 
with them. Sometimes the group—now 
12 students plus Dave—meets on the 
UVA Lawn to pray and read Scripture. 
Weekly, they meet at the Eunoia 
center. After devotions, some mingle 
with those crafting and playing music 
upstairs. “We are discipling one-on-

one, like Jesus taught His disciples to 
do,” Dave said. “It’s a rich season for me 
because these students are on fire!” 

“You can see when a person is 
transformed,” Dave said. “I love what 
we do and what God is up to. He has 
given us opportunities to share the 
Gospel, and we have to be faithful. My 
prayer is that God grants us grace to see 
all the opportunities brought to us, right 
where He has placed us. Opportunities 
to share the Gospel, bring them to Him 
and live out the Jesus-life.”  

Caroline Gunn performs during  

Open Mic. Workshops allow 

musicians to try new work, meet 

other creatives and build community.

 “People come who would 

Never
go to a church, perhaps 
because they’ve felt burned.”
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Fund Manager: VBF
The Baptist Collegiate Ministries 

at UVA, known as Eunoia, is one 

of 13 associated with the Baptist 

General Association of Virginia. 

VBF works with 11 of these campus 

nonprofits, managing funds that 

exceed $1.2 million. Strategic 

fund management benefits these 

Christian organizations, as well as 

the college-age students they serve. 

This is another strong example 

of how VBF manages and 

tracks investments for nonprofit 

organizations and churches across 

Virginia ... and we’ve been doing 

it for close to 100 years! Our 

experienced team, who partners 

with the highly respected Vanguard 

Group, can assist your organization, 

too. Check out our website,  

vbfinc.org, or call (804) 672-8862. 

We’ll handle the details so you can 

handle the distributions in His name.
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from the
ADVANCEMENT

FILES

CHANGE 
AGENTS
By Jeff Ukrop

Since the inaugural issue of “Imagine,” I have 
had the distinct pleasure of telling stories about 
VBF’s efforts to assist churches and families with 
stewardship. In this issue, I do the same, but I must 
bid each of you farewell in the process. Recently, 
I stepped into a new opportunity away from VBF, 
returning to work within a family business. While 
I never thought I would work again with my crazy 
family, I’ve discovered that God, too, has a sense 
of humor, and we simply can’t ignore His leading − 
even when His path involves change.

Stepping into this spring season, we experience 
the change that is inevitable. The blooms, the 
temperatures and yes, the yardwork remind us that 
change is constant. Of course, the greatest change 

experienced is when the Holy 
Spirit pierces our heart and we 
endeavor, as new creations, to 
grow in relationship with Christ 
each day. Perhaps this Gospel 
change was initiated in you 

decades ago, or perhaps more recently. For many 
of us, this change was the downstream product of 
intentional ministry, such as a community Bible 
study, missions encounter, Vacation Bible School, etc. 

Ministries like these exist because generous hearts 
want to see Gospel transformation in others. Many 
of us want to influence in a way that generates 
Gospel change in individuals, households, churches, 
schools, workplaces and beyond. Generosity is 
one of the simple ways to shape ministry, and 
VBF is uniquely positioned to help your church, 
your family and you steward resources for 
greater Kingdom reach. Giving your resources in 
a creative and strategic way positions ministries 
to assist folks—young and old, near and far—to be 
transformed by the love of Jesus. 

As we travel our respective paths, which include 
inevitable change, may we regularly consider the 
ways our generosity might influence another life 
with the truth of the Gospel. That influence may flow 
through a donor-advised fund, endowed scholarship 
fund or testamentary tithe to your church. Whatever 
the method and wherever the path may lead, may 
your family’s faithful generosity 
ultimately help transform lives 
with the truth of the greatest 
story ever told. 

Jeff Ukrop served as VBF 

advancement officer from  

2016 to 2020. He now is  

CEO of Ukrop's Threads. 

“ Stepping into this spring season, we experience the change that is inevitable. The 

blooms, the temperatures and yes, the yardwork remind us that change is constant.”

Jeff sports a new 

"uniform" given 

to him by staff 

during his going 

away party.

Jeff Ukrop 
Advancement Officer
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" If your church is like most, the idea of preaching or discussing money is always a challenge. 

Discussing estates and wills doesn't usually bring excitement either. Miraculous Generosity 

resources are an excellent way to engage those conversations in a way that is encouraging 

and inspiring. The journey was one that helped our church open conversations and think 

about the power of giving. Generosity is not about guilt. Generosity is a response to grace." 

—Dr. Derik Hamby, Randolph Memorial Baptist Church, Madison Heights

For your FREE copy, call (804) 672-8862 
or visit vbfinc.org/miraculousgenerosity. 


