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Every day my dad rose before sunrise to 

plan his workday. He envisioned reaping 

a bountiful harvest. Whether he plowed, 

planted or pruned, he toiled each day 

while dreaming of picking beautiful fruit. 

Some years, his crops failed because 

of drought, pestilence or a late frost. 

No matter the adversity, he never quit 

working long days in the hot sun or bitter cold. He had the 

assurance that the harvest would eventually come.

This issue celebrates individuals, churches and organizations 

that are called by a single purpose, plan with a passion, work tirelessly and 

give generously to meet spiritual, emotional and physical needs. Often the work 

is hard, and individuals’ hearts seem hardened. 

These stories show the Lord’s promise to provide the increase if His Church 

keeps planting, watering, working and waiting for His bounty. If we push past the 

sweat and tears, the Lord will provide fruit that is more beautiful than we could 

ever imagine.

Cindy Elmore 

Editor

WAITING FOR THE HARVEST
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PARTNERS WITH   
              PURPOSE

Messengers to the 99th Annual 
Meeting of the Baptist General 

Association of Virginia (BGAV) 
established the Virginia Baptist 

Foundation (VBF) in 1923. For close 
to a century, VBF has provided 

trustworthy financial services in 
support of Baptists’ individual 

and collective stewardship. VBF 
also manages the funds that fuel 

the BGAV’s work, from domestic 
disaster relief to global outreach.
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by Lynn Kirk

EXPECTING THE   
     UNEXPECTED

Death and destruction. Desolation and decay. A torrential, nonstop rain birthed a flash flood 
that left total devastation in its wake. Roads were wiped out. Power lines were downed. 
Entire communities were cut off, and few homes were spared. Layers of mud covered 
everything, and debris was strewn everywhere. An unforgettable stench lingered, as did 
shocked survivors who lost most everything, including people and pets they loved.
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SSo many human needs, so much emotion, so many 
moving parts make disaster response extraordinarily 
difficult. Truly, such disasters beg for Christ's love 
in action. Over the decades, the BGAV has honed its 
expertise and emergency-response protocol. Following 
a disaster—whether natural or man-made—the BGAV 
capably coordinates communications with local 
emergency management services and law enforcement 
through its mobile command unit, a service that is 
critical when cell towers are 
down. A logistics team helps 
mobilize volunteer response, 
leadership and lodging. The 
BGAV also provides guidance and 
equipment for on-site kitchens, 
capable of serving 15,000 meals 
per day. The BGAV is equipped 
to coordinate response, whether 
across the state or across the 
nation. “However, we never self-
deploy,” explained Glenn Maddox, 
BGAV national mission director. 
“We are present at the invitation 
of another state association, 
emergency manager, church or 
group. Local volunteers carry 
most of the weight, so it’s often neighbors helping 
neighbors with a local leader managing volunteers.” 

Length of service varies, with some volunteers offering 
to stay for the repair and rebuild phase. Disaster relief 
can extend for months ... or even years. 

The BGAV’s post-disaster support extends to spiritual 
needs, too. Crisis care chaplains, who are volunteers 
with in-depth training, provide on-site spiritual 
counsel. “They offer prayer and Scripture, but it’s not an 
evangelism process,” Glenn emphasized. “They respond 
how God leads.” 

The BGAV-
trained staff and 
volunteers were 
on the frontlines 
during the floods 
from hurricanes 
Katrina, Harvey 
and Florence. They 
were even deployed 
after 9/11. In a 
proactive stance, 
the BGAV continues 
to train and equip 
volunteers and 
churches for hands-
on disaster relief.

6 vbfinc.org

17
States served 

8
International locations  

 
127
Events

 
767

Serving churches

5,463
Volunteers

538,719
Meals  

WHAT AN 
IMPACT 
THEY’VE 
MADE ...
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944
Homes restored

 
554,412

People served

2,318,331
Hours       

$66 MILLION
Estimated value of  

volunteer work

 
$4+ MILLION 

Virginia Baptist domestic & 
international disaster donations

$100,000
BGAV COVID-19 response:  

100 grants at $1,000

PHOTOS: BGAV
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THE THREE MISSIONEERS 
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The McDaniel trio is a gifted disaster 
relief team. Paul, a retired engineer, 

is experienced in construction planning 
and assessment. Gerri, a registered 

nurse, is endorsed by Texas Baptist as a 
crisis care and hospital-based chaplain. 

And Zeke? Well, even the long-haired 
dachshund is certified as a pet therapy dog. 

He also is incredibly lovable, and sometimes 
love is what disaster victims crave most.

These three Roanokers’ volunteer service totals 65 years 
. . . and they’re still working. “I retired from disaster 

relief about five times, but always something would come 
up,” said Paul, who is now age 85. Though he ‘officially’ 

retired again this past April, only time will tell if his latest 
decision sticks. “Someone’s gotta do it,” he said, referring to 

rebuilding homes and churches following natural disasters. 
That “someone” has included Paul for the last 30 years.

THE TRANSFORMERS

Paul took early retirement at age 55 from Norfolk Southern 
Railway. “Other retired guys would sit around in rockers and talk 

about how the railroad wasn’t going to survive without them,” 
Paul recalled. “They didn’t have purpose. I wanted purpose.”

So, he and around 15 to 20 other “Hardees’ regulars” constructed 
HopeTree’s six-bedroom Alma Hunt Cottage in Salem, Virginia.  

“We bonded and found meaning, so we wanted to keep at it,” Paul  
said. The close-knit group of men continued to serve the Lord with their 

hands, and soon the Roanoke Valley Baptist Association (RVBA) coined 
them “The Transformers,” from a former BGAV program. 

THE THREE MISSIONEERS 
By Lynn Kirk
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As more natural disasters ensued, so did their 
reconstruction efforts — after floods in nine 
different states, including Virginia, as well as 
hurricanes and earthquakes in Grenada, Chile, 
Jamaica and the Bahamas.

“Back in those days we didn’t have a strong 
disaster relief infrastructure,” Paul recalled. 
“Local people helped with food and lodging, 
but it was ‘BYOB’ – bring your own sleeping 
bag.” After sleeping in a church and taking 
a bath in a sink for a week, Paul launched a 
RVBA construction project: a mobile shower 
unit. Perhaps it was the unofficial prototype 
for the BGAV’s mobile shower units that are 
dispatched to disasters today.

NURSING IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE

“Our life together started out in service,” Gerri 
shared, when speaking of her and Paul’s 1991 
marriage. Their wedding reception even took 
place in Argentina, where she had served on 
the mission field. That wasn’t Gerri’s only 
international trip. She also traveled on BGAV 
disaster relief crisis care trips to India, following 

an earthquake and tsunami, and on medical 
mission trips to Mexico, Panama, Peru and to 
what seemed the “end of the earth” in China. 

Gerri had worked in nursing administration 
in long-term care for 40 years, until her 1994 
retirement. She then served as a parish nurse 
coordinator for the Women’s Missionary Union 
of Virginia and the RVBA, during which she 
developed the Virginia Baptist Parish Nurse 
Education Program. Some 200 nurses from 
five states received parish nurse education as 
a result, and RVBA became the first Baptist 
association to have a parish nurse in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

She later decided to augment her medical 
knowledge with chaplaincy training sponsored 
by the BGAV and clinical pastoral education at 
Carilion Hospital. In 2004, she became certified as a 
BGAV crisis care chaplain, which then was a newly 
defined volunteer role among Virginia Baptists.

“People are traumatized by disaster,” Gerri noted. 
“They need someone to listen and hear what 
it’s like in a nonjudgmental way.” In the past, 
the BGAV’s spiritual counselors often waited 

Today, Gerri 
continues to serve 
as a volunteer 
chaplain with 
BGAV disaster 
relief crisis care 
and Carilion 
Roanoke Memorial 
Hospital. 

Paul still helps 
build ramps and 
handicapped-
accessible 
bathrooms for 
locals in need, but 
no more sleeping 
bags on the floor 
for him. “At my 
age, I want to be  
at home in my  
own bed at night.”
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until mealtime to interact with disaster-affected 
residents, but that has changed. Now a crisis care 
chaplain travels with the recovery team so spiritual 
support is readily available from time of rescue. 

“You don’t preach. You listen and respond as God 
leads,” Gerri said. “Sometimes the Holy Spirit 
brings to mind Scripture, or you share hope in a 
story fashion that applies to them. That’s what 
Jesus did. He showed examples of how God helps 
and enables.” Sometimes Gerri openly references 
her own faith, too. “I know from my walk with 
Jesus that He never leaves or forsakes you. I trust 
Him, and I share that He can do that for them, 
too. It’s like we are hands and feet of Christ, 
treating others like Jesus would.”

EVERY DOG HAS ITS DAY 

Back on the homefront, Gerri was called to 
Blacksburg the evening of the 2008 Virginia 
Tech tragedy. “We were there for those who 
had lost classmates, but the students didn’t 
open up to us old folks until Zeke joined us on 
the Drillfield,” Gerri remembered. “Zeke broke 
the ice, and as the students loved on him, it 
gave us an opportunity to let them know that 
they were safe and that we cared.”

Another time, following the accidental death 
of a young pastor, that church’s youth found 
similar comfort through Zeke. One youngster 

was sobbing and wiping his eyes, but he 
wouldn’t talk. Zeke sensed his pain and went 
to sit beside him. In moments, he was in the 
boy’s arms, licking the tears off his face. “That 
boy rocked and held Zeke for a long time,” Gerri 
recalled. “Zeke reached him when we couldn’t.”

HOPE … AND A BIT OF HUMOR

“Once we were together in Buffalo, and people 
couldn’t believe someone would come all that 
way from Virginia to help out,” Paul said. “You 
know, people are afraid of Baptists – scared you’ll 
dunk them,” he laughed. “But after a day or two, 
we had a church full of people and a tremendous 
change in the community’s attitude.”

As for why she volunteers, Gerri said, “ I can’t 
think of any greater joy than doing what you 
know God has called or enabled you to do. 
There’s nothing special about me, but God 
can use this fallible person. It’s an awesome 
privilege.” Paul added, “And an honor.”

“We look back on our life, and I truly believe 
God brought us together. We have been blessed 
in how He has used us,” Gerri said.

“A lot of people ask who I work for. I tell 
them that I work for this Jewish Carpenter,”  
Paul said. “There’s no pay right now, but the 
retirement is eternal. Most of them get it.” 

“ PEOPLE ARE TRAUMATIZED BY DISASTER. THEY NEED SOMEONE 
TO LISTEN AND HEAR WHAT IT’S LIKE IN A NONJUDGMENTAL WAY.”

The McDaniels' 
service—Paul as an 
engineer-builder 
and Gerri as a 
nurse-chaplain—has 
extended across 
Virginia and the 
world. So has their 
love for Christ, 
which is apparent  
in all they do. In 
their passing, the 
McDaniels will 
entrust a portion of 
their estate to VBF 
to fund efforts like 
the BGAV’s disaster 
response.
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G
“ We are called to love and care for those shunned by society. 
Those who presumably made poor choices and are suffering the 
consequences. Those who are marginalized by physical or mental 
disabilities, trauma or joblessness. Our calling is to serve the 
homeless and the hopeless … the least of these.”

God placed this specific calling on the heart of Dawn Sandoval in 2011. She obeyed by 
founding The Least of These (TLOT). This faith-based nonprofit ministers to homeless 
individuals and families across the Roanoke region. TLOT provides everyday needs, things 
most of us take for granted, such as toiletries, shoes, backpacks, rain ponchos, flashlights 
… and yes, daily meals. TLOT’s mobile unit, a recommissioned ambulance aptly named 
“Mercy Grace,” travels through neglected neighborhoods and improvised campsites to 
provide care and hope for those who have little. When hot, unsheltered persons sit in the back 
of the ambulance for a short respite from the sun. When lonely, they chat with a volunteer or 
crisis chaplain. When in need, they accept help. When overwhelmed, they ask for prayer.

Last spring, the Roanoke Rescue Mission was quarantined during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Dawn, who is a member of Belmont Baptist Church, felt His calling again. “Today, when I 
got in the shower, I didn’t feel any sense of appreciation for the access to warm water, the 
ability to cleanse my body and shampoo my hair, or the luxury of putting on clean clothes. 
But tomorrow, I will have a different perspective,” she blogged on her Facebook page. 

By Lynn Kirk
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During the initial phase of the COVID pandemic, Roanoke's 
homeless persons welcomed showers supplied by The 
Least of These. The BGAV portable shower unit remained 
available until the local shelter's quarantine ended.
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Dawn’s new 

perspective stemmed 

from the support of 

TLOT board member 

Linda Lefever, who 

contacted the BGAV 

for temporary use of 

their mobile shower 

trailer. A four-year 

disaster relief volunteer, Linda had seen the 

shower unit during previous disasters in West 

Virginia and Texas. Now, the mobile shower 

was needed in her home territory. She had the 

trailer transferred from Richmond to southeast 
Roanoke after TLOT received approval from 
the City of Roanoke and financial backing 
from the Roanoke Valley Baptist Association 
(RVBA). Belmont, Cooper's Cove, Mill Creek, 
Riverdale, Rosalind Hills and Troutville Baptist 
churches provided supplies and volunteers. In 
no time, refreshing showers were available to 
unsheltered persons two days a week.

Linda also serves as a credentialed crisis care 
chaplain for those in need. “I previously taught 
in inner-city schools, so I have a heart for those 
less fortunate,” she said. 

The BGAV, RVBA, 
Baptist churches 
and the Least of 
These ministries 
teamed together to 
shower their local 
community with love.

“A SHOWER MAKES ME FEEL HUMAN.”

Linda Lefever
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Such Christian love, extended by all TLOT 

volunteers, doesn’t go unnoticed. “This shower 

is a godsend because I don’t like to be dirty,” 

said Dennis Johnson, who lives on the streets.  

“A shower makes me feel human. It just 

makes me feel normal.” A disadvantaged 

woman shared how she set multiple alarms 

on her phone so she wouldn’t miss her 

chance to bathe. Another, who sleeps under 

a bridge, admitted it had been a month since 

he last bathed. He appreciated one-on-one 

conversations with the volunteers as much  

as his shower.

But there was more work to do! Quarantine 
restrictions had limited other agencies’ food 
offerings. TLOT started providing a daily lunch 
and has done so since March. Dawn stepped 
out in faith when she later pledged hot dinners 
two nights a week, as well. Other churches and 
volunteers stepped up to offer food donations, 
meal preparation and delivery services.

Now as the TLOT delivery truck pulls away, those 
showered and fed are often heard shouting, “We 
love you!” The TLOT supporters feel the same 
way. “We are not there to just give out socks,” 
Dawn said. “We are there to give ourselves.” 

Far left: Debbie Dalton (Rosalind Hills) and 
Gary Clark (Riverdale) set up the showers 
and worked multiple shifts. 

Left: Linda Lefever (Rosalind Hills) provided 
ongoing assistance. 

Below: A church sermon prompted Dawn 
Sandoval (Belmont) to launch The Least of 
These, which has actively served Roanoke's 
homeless persons since 2011. 

The BGAV has four 
mobile shower 
units, all of which 
were utilized during 
2020’s COVID-19 
crisis. In addition to 
Roanoke, a unit was 
sent to Tidewater 
for the homeless. 
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“ Families with children were hit hardest during the pandemic.  
Parents told us heartbreaking stories, like hiding food from their  
children so they could ration it until their next pantry visit.  
And home deliveries of food, primarily for seniors, nearly tripled.”
—Rhonda Oliver, director of Feeding Greene, an all-volunteer food pantry in Greene County, Virginia

Spring was making 
itself known in 
Albemarle County. 
Unfortunately, so was 
COVID-19. Pastor Lance 
King of Earlysville 
had just finished his 
morning devotion, 
where he had prayed 
for guidance as to how 
he and Chestnut Grove Baptist Church should 
respond. “As I opened my eyes, I looked out 
through my office window, and directly across 
the street was a great big, beautiful pasture,” 
he recalled. Immediately, Lance envisioned 
the pasture filled with crops: rows and rows of 
healthy vegetables for underserved neighbors in 
his region. “I thought one of our church families 
owned the four-acre field, but before  
I ever called her, another neighbor called me

later that week and asked if the church could use 
her land.” Miraculously, the caller owned part of 
that pasture, and his church member did indeed 
own the rest. Both landowners, the Bailey and 
Philkill families, readily supported Lance’s idea.

Next came a picnic-table planning session with 
Mitzi and Aaron Hammer, church members who 
own a nearby homestead, and Jonathan Proffitt, 
a neighboring farmer who worships with Faith 
Mission Fellowship. Jonathan is a graduate of 
Virginia Tech’s agricultural technology program, 
so he sketched a garden layout and crunched 
numbers to estimate harvest yields. Though 
Lance initially imagined planting the entire four 
acres, Jonathan’s calculations revealed that even 
a .65-acre plot had potential to produce 5,000 
pounds of vegetables in just one summer! Lance 
suggested hardy crops – vegetables that are 
naturally robust, nutritious and not vulnerable 
to inexperienced volunteers (himself included). 

SEEDS OF FAITH

By Lynn Kirk

Chestnut Grove 
Church members 
Aaron and Mitzi 
Hammer were 
instrumental in 
making Pasture to 
Produce a reality.

Pastor Lance King
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SEEDS OF FAITH EVEN A .65-ACRE PLOT HAD POTENTIAL 
TO PRODUCE 5,000 POUNDS OF 

VEGETABLES IN JUST ONE SUMMER
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By meeting’s end, they agreed to plant half the 
field in sweet potatoes and the remainder in 
green beans, squash, zucchini and cucumbers. 

The church, which was founded in 1773, 
provided $1,000 for start-up materials by 
reallocating funds from a COVID-canceled 
community picnic. As others heard about the 

project, another miracle ensued: an additional 
$3,000 in donations flooded in the first week.  
“Of course, there were skeptics, but we navigated 
all voices,” Lance said. “Our congregation has 
managed to stay limber enough to accept new 
ideas and try new things, even though our 
church is older than America itself.”

The planning team divided responsibilities. 
Mitzi branded the project Pasture to Produce 
and graphically designed a custom logo. 
Meanwhile, Jonathan did the groundwork and 
tilled the field, after which other volunteers 
raked out rocks (including a stubborn boulder!), 

added compost and planted rows of seeds and 
seedlings under Aaron’s direction. They added 
flowers here and there to attract pollinators 
and dissuade destructive insects. Granted, 
the sowing was later than the typical spring-
planting schedule, but even the postponement 
was part of God’s master plan. An unexpected 

hard frost occurred 
in mid-May, so there 
would have been 
significant losses if 
the crops had been 
planted any earlier.

As the crops grew, so did the chores. There was 
no on-site well or electricity, so Aaron rigged up 
a water cart in case summer brought drought. 
Another Chestnut Grove member, Josh Hatcher, 
signed up to help from day one, along with 
his sons, 11-year-old Grayson and 7-year-old 
Corbin. The father-son team worked every week, 
sometimes several times a week, during late 
spring and summer. The children not only learned 
Scripture in action; they learned how to rake, hoe 
and hunt pesky potato bugs with expertise!

Before long, the Pasture to Produce story 
hit the local news network, and community 

“ NOT ONE PLANT DIED, AND THERE WERE NO BARE SPOTS.  
I KNOW THE HANDS OF GOD WERE IN THAT SOIL!”
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volunteers signed up to work, all within the 
required social-distancing parameters. Some 
were other parents with children, others were 
teens and seniors. Those physically unable 
to work supported through Chair to Prayer 
and Care, where they prayed mid-week and 
occasionally worshiped at the garden. Almost 
100 volunteers, ages 3 to 78, gave nearly 700 
hours to help transform that fallow pasture 
into a bountiful harvest beyond Lance’s dream. 

“Scripture makes it very clear in 1 John that 
we are to take care of one another,” explained 
Jonathan, when asked why he had devoted so 
much time to the project. After all, he has his 
own nearby farm to attend. “When we do serve, it 
is an example of the love God has shown to us.” 

Aaron and Mitzi continued to work in the 
mission-rooted garden all summer, too. As 
first-generation farmers, Mitzi blogged about 
Pasture to Produce, “Life is about relationships 
and about meaningful connection. Our village 
here in Earlysville has opened its arms to us, 
and we fully embrace them in return, taking 
the time to love one another thoughtfully, help 
our neighbors genuinely and live as much as 
we can off the land around us.” 

The first harvests in June netted an amazing 

1,100 pounds of fresh vegetables. “Not one 

plant died, and there were no bare spots,” 

Mitzi shared with faith-infused glee. “I know 

the Hands of God were in that soil!”

By harvest’s end, Pasture to Produce netted 

even more than expected: more than 

6,000 pounds of wholesome vegetables, 

with 100 percent donated to food pantries 

in Earlysville, Charlottesville and Greene 

County. The church, which became a BGAV 

member in the mid-1800s, had demonstrated 

the powerful and life-changing impact of 

community missions. 

“Some churches determine success through 

an attendance and cash matrix,” Lance 

remarked. “Those old systems limit how 

much you can do, so we’re on a shift toward 

a more ecclesiastical mission — working 

together for the tangible blessing on people 

as part of the Kingdom of God on Earth.”

Jonathan added, “Paul tells us in 1 

Corinthians, ‘I planted, Apollos watered, 

but the Lord kept it growing.’ God gave the 

increase … and for good purpose.” 

Jonathan Proffitt 
of Faith Mission 
Fellowship provided 
agricultural instruction 
and Scriptural wisdom.

PHOTOS: JAY PAUL
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“ Ron, thank you for being excellent partners with 
the BGAV. Most of our dollars are invested with 
the foundation, and we trust VBF explicitly with 
the funds that we have. Also, thank you and your 
staff for the excellent work that you do.”

—  John Upton, Executive Director,  
The Baptist General Association of Virginia

This disaster response vehicle, funded in part 
by VBF, is dispatched across Virginia and the 
nation to support communities in need.

“ The BGAV and VBF have been vital ministry  
partners for decades. We’re thankful for John   
and his leadership across the Baptist network. 
 We are partners and family in proclaiming the  
love of Christ and the Kingdom of God.”

 — Ron Hall, President,  
Virginia Baptist Foundation

21
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A FARMER’S MISSION

Africans in Ghana were grateful for free 
mosquito nets. Refugees abroad were 
appreciative of donated food and medicine. 
Orphaned children in Haiti were thankful 
for electricity and fresh water.

These critical needs were met by 
generosity of ordinary people with ordinary 
resources. People who not only recognized 
global needs, but acted on them. 

John Buford Watson is a prime example.
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A FARMER’S MISSION

Buford (far right) and his 
brothers—Joe, William  
and Jack—stand in front  
of a newly constructed  
chicken house in 1939. 

Eggs and strawberries. Buford Watson gathered 
them day after day, week after week, year after 

year. He was like most farmers, steadfast and 
hard working. What made him different was that he 

had a heart for others’ needs, at home and abroad.

Born in January 1917, in Johnson’s Corner (now called 
Moneta, Virginia), Buford grew up with three brothers 

and a sister on the family’s 120-acre farm. “Dark 
tobacco was the money crop back then,” said Buford’s 

younger brother Jack. “Our other 
sources of income were the normal 

things: chickens for eggs, 10 cows 
for cream and 40 hives of honeybees 

for honey.” Their father even raised 
rabbits, until one of the brothers 

contracted a severe case of rabbit 
fever (tularemia). “We had most all the 

food we wanted, raised right there on 
the farm,” Jack explained. When the 

family needed staples like sugar, the 
children walked to Dinwiddie Store and 

bartered their eggs. Jack added, “Life 
was plain, but pleasant.”

The Watsons got their first tractor before 
electricity, and there was no running 

water. “We took buckets to a spring at the 
bottom of the hill to get water,” Jack remembered. “It was quite a job 

to get enough water for the house, but our father was in the chicken 
business, so we had to carry water to all of them hens, too!” 

A FOUNDATION OF FAITH

The family attended church regularly, except during winter and bad 
weather. “That probably was because our pickup truck wouldn’t hold 
all seven of us,” Jack said with a chuckle. Now age 93 and living in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, Jack recalled their family worship at Morgans 
Baptist Church in the early 1900s. “Men sat on one side and ladies on 
the other, with couples and kids in the middle.” 

By Lynn Kirk
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The Watson children attended 
Moneta High School – that is until 
World War II broke out. All four 
boys performed their patriotic duty, 
including Buford, who was drafted 
into the Air Force. “When we came 
back from war, we had no injuries, 
no scars,” Jack said. “Those war 
years were not easy on anybody, but 
we all survived.”

Around 1939, two of the brothers, 
Buford and William, teamed up 
in the Watson Brothers’ Chicken 
Business on the family farm. Buford 
was the dreamer and planner — 
the one who checked out every 
newfangled technique and newfound 
opportunity. He determined that a  

40-foot by 80-foot chicken house 
wasn’t large enough, so he built a  
two-story building. Still wanting 
to grow the business, he added yet 
another: a three-story hen house. 
Those three structures housed a bevy 
of chickens. Imagine gathering, by 
hand, thousands of eggs every month!

“Some thought Buford was crazy 
when he borrowed the money for 
construction, but he knew what he 
was doing,” Jack said. “He read a lot, 
mostly about farming, and he was 
fairly well educated. Oldtimers would 
laugh at him for trying some new 
modern technology, but in a year or 
two, they’d drop by and ask him for 
information.”

Over the decades, the retail market 
for eggs changed. Buford purchased 
another 80 acres adjoining the farm to 
prepare for his next business venture, 
which was sweet and juicy. The 
Watson Brothers’ Strawberry Farm 
opened a year later with 14 acres of 
pick-your-own strawberries. 

Buford worked. Buford saved. Year 
after year, he repeated the same. Who 
could have imagined that one day this 
ordinary farmer—a lifelong bachelor—
would share his harvests of success 
with people in need throughout his 
community and across the world?

Glory welcomed Buford on  
August 11, 2000, at age 83. He was 
buried at the family’s homeplace, next 
to his grandfather and grandmother. 

ORDINARY 
STEWARDSHIP,  
EXTRAORDINARY 
REACH

Buford left his entire 
estate to fund the John Buford Watson 
Charitable Trust, naming VBF as 
trustee. Annually, the trust makes 
domestic distribution to the American 
Cancer Society, HopeTree Family 
Services, Morgans Baptist Church and 
more. On the international realm, the 
trust distributes to several European 
nonprofits that provide aid to refugees. 
Through 2019, the Watson Trust has 
distributed more than $850,000, with 
almost half to overseas organizations. 

The treasures Buford stored will 
never be wasted or lost, for they 
are continually invested in God’s 
people. His hard-earned income now 
works even harder as it faithfully 
supports others’ spiritual and physical 
wellbeing, here and across the world.

LOCAL FARMER. GLOBAL IMPACT. 
Buford Watson left his entire estate to a trust, managed by VBF.  

Amazingly, this farmer's legacy has distributed more than $850,000  

since 2000, with half of that supporting overseas missions.

   Austrian Baptist Convention 

   Croatian Baptist Aid

   European Baptist Federation

   Lebanese Society for Education  
and Social Development

   More Than Nets

   Source of Light Center

   Ukrainian Baptist  
Convention 

THE WATSON BROTHERS 
GATHERED, BY HAND,  

AND SOLD THOUSANDS  
OF EGGS EVERY MONTH.

The Watson clan (left to 
right): Evelyn, Jack, Joe, 
Buford and William.
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REDEFINING ORDINARY
By Todd Fuller

Do you consider yourself an ordinary person with ordinary resources? Well, God 
doesn’t. He deems you extraordinary, and He welcomes your gifts, no matter the size. 

But like Buford Watson, it’s best if you plan ahead and make your desires known.

The VBF team can guide your stewardship plans in support of your church and/or 
benevolent organizations that you designate. They also can show you how to plan 
for lifelong income for you and your spouse, with designated charitable support 
distributed after both of you have passed.

Visit vbfinc.org and click on INDIVIDUALS to peruse your options. 
All are explained in easy-to-understand terms, but we’re happy to 
answer questions when you call (804) 672-8862. 

There is never pressure, never stress — just stewardship planning 
in ways that are obedient and pleasing to our Lord.

With an eye on Christ, VBF can help transform your ordinary 

resources into extraordinary results!   
Todd Fuller
CFO

Buford Watson 
(on left) was an 
ordinary man. Yet 
his estate continues 
to support Christian 
ministries around 
the globe, 20 years 
after his passing.
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AFRICA  

MORE THAN
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The mother held her 3-year-old son close, his emaciated body racked with fever, 
her heart racked with despair. For days, he had complained of head and stomach 
pain, plus constant diarrhea. She recognized his symptoms. She also recognized his 
death was near.

This innocent child, like so many others, had been 
bitten by a mosquito carrying malaria parasites. 
He lived in sub-Saharan Africa, where 90 percent 
of all malaria cases are found. Though all people 
are at risk, children age 5 and younger are 
most susceptible. Tragically, every two minutes 
another child dies … including this little boy.

Insecticide sprays, trial vaccines and anti-
malarial drugs help, but none is a solution. 
For now, chemically treated mosquito netting 
remains the best option for malaria prevention 
in developing countries.

That is why the BGAV partnered with the Ghana 
Baptist Convention starting in 2012. More Than 
Nets, their multi-year commitment, purchased 
100,000 chemically treated mosquito nets 

for distribution to isolated villages. Mission 
volunteers flew to northern Ghana, trucked 
beyond dirt roads and trekked by foot through 
the Yendi district. The teams delivered mosquito 
nets to 435 remote African villages and helped 
dispel myths that evil spirits caused the maladies. 

They also delivered another form of education: 
spiritual truths about Christ.

The netted villages reported a 43-percent 
reduction in malaria, equating to more than 
200,000 lives spared. In addition, spiritual lives 
were saved during this time period as the BGAV 
assisted with an estimated 450 of the 1,000-plus 
new church plants. More than 5,000 Africans 
have been baptized, and 25,000 now attend 
Christian church services. 

AFRICA  

MORE THAN

VBF trustee  
Ann Brown and  

her husband,  
Kent, were among 

the volunteers who 
traveled to Ghana  

to deliver protective 
nets and the Good 
News of our Lord. 

By Lynn Kirk

PHOTOS: BGAV

NETS
PARTNERS WITH   
              PURPOSE

RELIEF

INTERNATIONAL



28 vbfinc.org

HAITI  

SOURCE OF LIGHT
Students at the Source of Light Center face these dilemmas and more. The 
Baptist-affiliated school, located in Port au Prince, Haiti, is home to as many 
as 40 children, ages 3 to 17. Most were rendered as orphans during the 2010 
earthquake, while a few are vulnerable children whose families cannot meet 
their daily needs. The kindergarten through eighth-grade school also welcomes 
neighborhood children, which increases enrollment to around 120 students.

The entire country of Haiti suffers from economic turmoil, which in turn 
impacts the school. Sponsorships and some tuition payments provide 
limited financial support, but never enough. To meet the operating income, 
school children sell purified water provided by a deep well that was funded 
by the BGAV and Baptist World Alliance. Obviously, no extra monies are 
available for building enhancements. 

Since the school’s inception, the BGAV has partnered with the Haiti 
Baptist Convention to help Source of Light. Thanks to BGAV funds—
including distributions from Buford Watson’s estate—a solar power 
project was completed at the school this past summer. The center 
now creates its own electricity independent of the municipal power 
system. Finally, the center is blessed with what we take for granted: 
reliable electric service and sufficient water pressure for drinking 
and sanitation. These support the quality of life and learning for 
children as precious as our own.

In a thank-you video, the children exclaimed: “We have power!  
We are so happy!!!” 

During COVID-19, many American students struggled while transitioning to online 
schooling. Imagine if they also had to deal with sporadic electric service, nonworking 
toilets, no freshwater taps … plus life-threatening political and civil unrest.

By Lynn Kirk

PHOTOS: JOE MCDOWELL
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Above: Richardson Lamartinière, 
who hopes to become a pastor, 
has lived and schooled at the 
Source of Light Center since he 
was 6 years old. 

Far left: Myriame Hubert 
welcomes back her friend 
Kaitlyn Calkin, who has joined 
her mother on many mission 
trips to Haiti.

Left: "Bondye Beni Ou!"  
(Creole for "God Bless You!")

HAITI  

SOURCE OF LIGHT
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GLOBAL REFUGEE CRISIS

  
ONE 

REFUGEE’S  
JOURNEY: 
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A woman and her 
children are pictured at 
Kaibe camp in Aleppo, 
Syria in 2019. The camp 
hosts approximately 
1,300 Syrians who 
migrated from Damascus. 
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GLOBAL REFUGEE CRISIS

Sadly, close to 71 million1 people could 
answer these hard questions because they 
were displaced from their homeland — and 
the number continues to grow. More than 
half came from Syria, Afghanistan and South 
Sudan. These refugees sought safety beyond 
their country’s borders. With no money, 
job or hope, they desperately needed—and 
continue to need—food parcels, medicine, 
hygiene kits, all-weather clothing and tents. 
Many also require physical examination and 
psychological counseling. 

Craig Waddell, partnership and short-term 
volunteer coordinator for the BGAV mission 
development staff, indicated that the 
refugee families can wait up to four years 
for document processing and asylum. “Many 
of them live in horrendous conditions in 
informal settlements where they are treated 
miserably,” Craig explained. “They don’t 
know the language, are not allowed to work 
and are resented by the locals.” He also noted 

that their needs vary according to their 

phase of resettlement, meaning whether 

they just departed their homeland, are still 

traveling or reached their final destination.

Through the decades, the BGAV has provided 

volunteers and donations to help with this 

global crisis. Now, “focus:refugees” connects 

the BGAV with mission partners in the 

European Baptist Federation that already are 

working in Lebanon, Croatia and Austria. In 

the domestic realm, the BGAV also partners 

with ReEstablish Richmond, a non-faith 

organization that welcomes refugees to 

central Virginia and helps them with 

integration challenges.

As the BGAV gives, it also receives. Refugees 

with no promise of security, home or 

health have poignant stories of tenacity 

and resilience to share. Some note their 

very survival relies on fervent prayers and 

remarkable depths of Christian faith. 

SYRIA
COUNTRY AT WAR 

5.6-million refugees fled  
Syria due to civil war                 

LEBANON
FIRST SETTLEMENT

1 in 3 Lebanese  
residents is a refugee                     

CROATIA
INFORMAL SETTLEMENTS 

trying to enter  
European Union                        

AUSTRIA
APPLY FOR ASYLUM 

since return to  
Syria is unsafe     

VIRGINIA
RESETTLEMENT  

AND INTEGRATION
of asylees  

*1 in 3 Lebanon residents is a Syrian refugee. Some settle in Turkey, Jordan, Iraq and Egypt, too.    

Imagine if persecution, war or natural disaster forced you and your family  
to abruptly leave the U.S. What would you cram in your one bag?  
How would you travel? Where would you go? And, how would you survive?

1Statistics from the United Nations website

BGAV

By Lynn Kirk
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“I wanted to be the first woman to do something.”

Jo Lynne DeMary felt destined to do great things 
from an early age. She just didn’t know what, when 
or where. Then a remarkable woman came into her 
classroom: Miss Ruby Pugh, a third-grade teacher 
with a tight bun on her head and a reverence for 
education in her heart. “I just worshiped her, and 
she influenced my life forever,” Jo Lynne said. 
“Miss Pugh taught me that I could accomplish 
anything I wanted to accomplish, and I believed her.”

Miss Pugh also taught Jo Lynne the power of education.

Those revelations at age 8 launched Jo Lynne’s lifelong 
commitment to educational instruction — a devotion 
that benefitted not only herself, but eventually all 
public school children in Virginia. With unwavering 
commitment and no-nonsense resilience, Jo Lynne 
advanced from student to educator, and facilitator to 
administrator. 

Her career culminated with her appointment as the 
first female State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
for the Commonwealth of Virginia. For six high-profile 
years, Jo Lynne shaped the education of 1.2 million 
school-age children across the state.

And this was only one of many firsts in Jo Lynne’s life.

FIRST TO FINISH COLLEGE

Jo Lynne hailed from the community of Highland 
Springs—farmland touted for high ground and fresh-
water springs—just a few miles east of Richmond. Her 
father sold farm equipment, while her mother worked 
inside the home. “I was incredibly blessed,” Jo Lynne said. 

After graduating first-in-her-class from Highland Springs 
High School, Jo Lynne pursued a degree in education 
at William & Mary College. “I have no idea how my 
parents paid for me to go to college, but I needed to 
be worthy of the tremendous sacrifices they made.” 
Not surprisingly, Jo Lynne excelled. Surprisingly, she 
accomplished stellar grades while dating Tony DeMary. 

“Tony was on the football team, had already been at 
school for a month and jokingly said he was desperate 
to meet a woman,” she recalled with a smile. “I met 
him my second night at William & Mary.” From that 
night they were inseparable for the next 43 years.

Undergraduate coursework was painstakingly 
accomplished with a B.A. in elementary education and 
psychology, and Jo Lynne graduated in 1968 — the first 
in her family to finish college. 

Tony also completed his degree, and they wed just a 
few months later. While Tony began work as a claim 

By Lynn Kirk

‘‘
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I’d look right out my window from the 25th floor

of the Monroe Building and imagine 1.2 million

students for whom I was responsible. I promised

I would never lose sight of whom I represented.
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adjuster for Geico, Jo Lynne lined up a teaching job 
that would start that fall. But she couldn’t wait to 
teach, so she filled the summer gap by teaching 
Headstart in Richmond City. 

She not only survived; she 
thrived. In September of that 
year, Fairfax County welcomed 
her as a third-grade instructor 
with an annual pay of $6,500, 
which was the highest 
beginning teacher’s salary in 
the state at that time. 

The following year, 
1969, Virginia launched 
integration—another first —
while Jo Lynne was teaching 
at Henrico County’s Varina 

Annex. The rookie instructor was primed with 
lofty plans to ensure integration’s success … but 
her zeal was quickly crushed by a well-meaning 
principal. “Don’t bring your wild ideas from Fairfax 
County,” he admonished. “Our main goal is just to 
keep a lid on this place!”

PUTTING FAMILIES FIRST

Jo Lynne considered each child precious, regardless 
of race or socio-economic status, so 
sometimes her heart overruled her 
head. “I got way too involved with my 
families,” she admitted. Like when 
she paid a home call on parents who 
“lived in a shanty with a whole bunch 
of children.” They had no clothes for 
school, no food for meals. After talking 
to the father, Jo Lynne realized that he 
might qualify for disability pay, but 
he lacked reading skills. Close family 
involvement wasn’t sanctioned by 
the school system, so Jo Lynne took 
a day of personal leave and covertly 
accompanied him to the Social 
Services Department. After a long 
day of waiting lines and paperwork, 
he drew a mark as his signature, 
and aid eventually was granted.

BELIEVE. ACHIEVE. REPEAT.

In 1971, Jo Lynne returned to school and completed 
a master’s degree from Virginia Commonwealth 
University in just one year. Specializing in 
special education was not her initial plan, but the 
university’s advisors encouraged her to prepare for 
anticipated changes in public education. 

She was promoted to assistant principal, and then 
principal of Three Chopt Elementary School at the 
tender age of 26. Yes, this was another first: the 
youngest principal ever hired by Henrico County 
Public Schools. That same year, which was 1972, 
Henrico County implemented its first kindergarten 
program and its first school-based special 
education classes. “I didn’t know what I didn’t 
know, but I believed every child had potential,” 
she recalled. Jo Lynne also believed that teachers 
imprinted the lives of children entrusted to their 
care. In her mind, all children deserved a safe place 
where they could grow physically, psychologically 
and spiritually as next-generation leaders. 

VCU’s prediction about special education 
prominence became a reality in 1975, when Public 
Law 94−142 established the right to education 
for all handicapped children. Jo Lynne was fully 
equipped to meet those needs, as well as those of 
gifted schoolchildren. By 1981, she had become 

director of special education in Henrico 
County, where 
she served for 
seven years. 

By this time, 
Tony and Jo 
Lynne had been 
blessed with 
two children, 
but she yearned 
for her PhD. Her 
mother, who had 

In 1970, Jo Lynne 

taught second graders 

in the rural community 

of Varina, Virginia.

Family support 
enabled Jo Lynne 
to complete her 
master's and 
eventually her 
doctoral degrees.
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moved in with them, generously offered to care for 

the youngsters while Jo Lynne traveled back and 

forth from Richmond to classes in Williamsburg, 

every Tuesday and Thursday for seven long years. 

Her goal required personal perseverance, but 

Jo Lynne was quick to credit her mother, too. “Her 

whole life was my children and her church. She 

was my children’s best friend and my best friend,” 

Jo Lynne said. “My mother permitted me to have 

an incredible education and career.” Jo Lynne 

earned an Ed.D. from William & Mary in 1982.

The last five years of her Henrico County career 

were spent as Assistant Superintendent of 

Instruction under Superintendent William (Bill) 

Bosher. “I very much wanted to be the first female 

Superintendent in Henrico County; however, 

the School Board chose a leader outside of the 

school division,” she recalled. In 1994, after 25 

years, Jo Lynne bid goodbye to Henrico County. 

The reason was noteworthy: Jo Lynne had been 

appointed Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 

with the Virginia Department of Education.

Jo Lynne helped 
introduce the 
Virginia Standards  
of Learning (SOLs) 
in an effort to ensure 
that school curricula 
are consistent  
across the state.

Jo Lynne’s perseverance was rewarded in 2000,

when Gov. Jim Gilmore appointed her the first

woman State Superintendent of Public Instruction.
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ENDOWED WITH WISDOM
Jo Lynne’s leadership role continues at 

Central Baptist Church, where she chairs 

the endowment board.

In 2013, she helped establish a 501(c)(3).  

“When we formed this endowment, 

we thought it would be years before 

we awarded any monies through 

applications,” Jo Lynne said. Unexpectedly, 

Rose Marie Cooper, a fellow church 

member, left $1.8 million to the fund at her 

death. Managed by VBF, the fund grew 

to $2.1 million by 2019. That same year, 

$125,000 was eligible for disbursement, 

though the Central Baptist 

endowment board conservatively 

determined to hold disbursement 

until this year. 

“We now have discretionary 

money to support ministries, 

missions and the facilities of 

our church.” The first round 

of distribution provided 

additional funding for 

the church’s food pantry, 

ministry coaching, 

a digital piano and 

technology for digital outreach. “God is 

in control of this endowment, and I’m so 

excited to see how He’s going to use the 

earnings for His Kingdom!”

As for working with VBF, Jo Lynne added: 

“The team is so trustworthy, based on 

their previous and current work. They 

are readily available and always willing 

to give our church as much or little 

help as needed. They are amenable 

to sharing their ideas, and they 

helped us with guidelines for 

disbursement. VBF is incredible!”  
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INFLUENCE 
GROWS

Jo Lynne’s realm of 
influence quickly 

expanded with Dr. Bill Bosher as her mentor and 
friend. Bill believed in the importance of family, 
so he encouraged her to attend her children’s 
activities whenever possible, whether a teddy 
bear tea or soccer game. “Fortunately, I didn’t 
require a lot of sleep, maybe four hours a night, 
because I had a lot to do and places to go!”

One of Jo Lynne’s more notable tasks was 
introducing an accountability element to the 
Virginia Standards of Learning (SOLs). “It was part 
of a national movement where we were trying 
to ensure that curriculum expectations across 
Virginia were the same, whether a student lived 
in Wise County or the Eastern Shore. I visited with 
teachers and told them I was not there to teach, but 
to talk about what to teach.” Those SOLs are still 
in place today, and Jo Lynne has scars to prove it. 

She also helped implement Family Life Education 
curriculum and Special Education programs 
across the state’s school systems.

Jo Lynne’s perseverance was rewarded in 2000, with 
another first. Gov. Jim Gilmore appointed her—the 
first woman—as the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. “When I was sworn in, I knew no other 
female had ever done this, so I felt a deep sense 
of honor. I’d look right out my window from the 
25th floor of the Monroe Building and imagine 1.2 
million students for whom I was responsible. I had 
their education in my hands, and I promised that I 
would never lose sight of whom I represented.” 

In addition to overseeing programming, Jo Lynne’s 
role included lobbying at the General Assembly for 
legislation and funds supporting public education. 

Just two years later, Virginians elected Gov. Mark 
Warner. The first time he called her to his office, 
she expected to lose her position to his own 
appointee. Instead, Gov. Warner discussed what 
they could accomplish together. “He wanted 
to build on the past, not substitute another. He 
allowed me to lead his reform.” Both agreed that 

education is a foundation for success and the state’s 
strong educational workforce attracts businesses. 
Warner gave her and other staffers BlackBerry 
pagers, telling them he wanted to be able to reach 
them 24 hours a day. “I took him very seriously,” 
she said. “I literally slept with it.”

FOUNDATION OF FAITH

As a child, Jo Lynne’s family attended Sandston 
Baptist Church. “My Sunday School teachers 
made a huge impression on my life. I’m so glad I 
accepted Christ at age 8, and then I was nurtured 
through the GAs.” 

Later as an adult, Jo Lynne remained faithful to 
Central Baptist Church, despite all her work and 
home commitments. She taught Sunday School for 
the adult women’s class for 22 years, and now she 
continues to chair the endowment committee. “All 
through my life, I always sought God’s will. He opened 
so many doors for me that I never questioned that 
He didn’t want me to do what I was doing.”

Jo Lynne described her work ethic as “full speed 
ahead” with never a sick day. Even on family 
vacations, she checked in with her office to handle 
affairs. “I didn’t think I was way too important to 
take off,” she explained. “I just enjoyed my work 
that much. It defined my life.”

RETIRED, BUT NOT IDLE

In 2006, Jo Lynne retired from public school 
administration after 38 years of service. Still 
desiring to share her talents, she became a non-
tenured professor at VCU for another five years. 

Now retired and widowed, Jo Lynne relishes another 
meaningful position: full-time grandma. She also 
serves on the Development Board for the School of 
Education at William & Mary. As a VBF trustee, she 
chairs the scholarship committee. 

“As a female, I had an incredible career. Looking 
back, I have to pinch myself.” 

Jo Lynne chairs VBF’s 
scholarship committee 
and personally reviews 
every application.

All through my life, I always sought God’s will. 

He opened so many doors for me ... 
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GRADUATE 

Cody Billups
Franklin Baptist Church

Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Injoo Choi
Korean Church on the Rock

New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Woongje Chun
Korean Church on the Rock

New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Nathan Cobb
Ephesus Baptist Church

The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Emily Cooke
Bethany Baptist Church

Longwood University

William Cumbia
Tabernacle Baptist Church

McAfee School of Theology

Ainee De Guzman
Chinese Baptist Church of Richmond

Edward Via College of 
Osteopathic Medicine 

Hannah Dysart
First Baptist Church  
of Appalachia

Radford University

Yasenia Edwards
Hillcrest Baptist Church

Milligan College

Danielle Flinchum
Enon Baptist Church

James Madison University

Eliza Green
Blacksburg Baptist Church

Drexel University

Jinsoo Hong
Parkwood Baptist Church

John Leland Center for 
Theological Studies

Na Young Kim
Charity Korean Baptist Church

Shenandoah University 

Rebekah Koch
Columbia Baptist Church

Emory University

Ga Young Lee
One Way Church

George Mason University

Youmi Lim
Joy of Living Water Church

The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Rachel Lyall
Wise Baptist Church

Milligan College

Caleb Mahan
Kentucky Baptist Church

Liberty University

Eric Maroney
Urbana Baptist Church

Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Jackson Miller
West Lynchburg Baptist Church

Boston University

Maryam Pegram
First Baptist Church of Ashland

Fuller Theological Seminary

William Richardson
Fairview Baptist Church

Virginia Commonwealth University

Elizabeth Rooney
River Road Church, Baptist

University of Virginia

Katy Terrill
Northstar Church

Dallas Theological Seminary

Christie Thadikonda
Gayton Baptist Church

Union Presbyterian Seminary

Nathanael Thadikonda
Deep Run Baptist Church

Samuel DeWitt Proctor 
School of Theology

Caroline Tucker
College Park Baptist Church

Wake Forest University 
School of Divinity

UNDERGRADUATE

Olivia Ashworth
Bonsack Baptist Church

Virginia Tech

Noah Babin
Corinth Baptist Church

Randolph-Macon College

Chang-Hyun Bae
Shining Star Community Church

California Baptist University

Emily Barbrey
Coastal Community Church

University of Mary Washington

Hannah Barnett
First Baptist Church of Appalachia

The University of Virginia's 
College at Wise

Richard Beale VI
Salem Baptist Church

Germanna Community 
College (FAC)

Samantha Boehmer
Atlee Community Church 
- Mechanicsville

Radford University

Ashton Bowman
Journey Church

Liberty University

Caroline Branham
Madison Heights Baptist Church

Virginia Tech

Emily Breeding
Northstar Baptist Church  

Bluefield College

Sydnee Burnette
Critz Baptist Church

Virginia Tech

Rebecca Button
Salem Baptist Church

Carnegie Mellon University

Ashlyn Cadenhead
Bonsack Baptist Church

Virginia Tech

Olivia Caldwell
Corinth Baptist Church

North Greenville University

Juliana Calvert
The Mount

Yale University

Noah Campbell
Manly Memorial Baptist Church

Virginia Military Institute

Sarah Castle
New Highland Baptist Church

University of Illinois

Kieland Chandler
Linden Heights Baptist Church

University of Virginia

Lauren Chewning
Salem Baptist Church

George Mason University

CELEBRATING THE 2020-2021 
VIRGINIA BAPTIST FOUNDATION 

SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS

A total of $203,800 in scholarships 

was awarded for 2020-2021 — the 

largest amount in VBF’s history! 

Recipients included 27 graduates 

with scholarships totaling $56,320 

and 82 undergraduates with 

scholarships totaling $147,480. 

VBF thanks all donors and supporters, 

as do these deserving students!
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Jin Hwi Cho
Salt and Light Church

The College of William & Mary

Aaliyah Craig
Fairway Baptist Church

Liberty University

Amanda Curley
Cool Spring Baptist Church

Virginia Tech

Hannah Dankenbring
Second Baptist Church  
of Petersburg

Longwood University

Aaron Evans
West Lynchburg Baptist Church

Virginia Tech

Taylor Fitchett
Smithfield Baptist Church

Virginia Tech

Luke Foreman
Sedley Baptist Church

Liberty University

Zachary Goodrich
Millfield Baptist Church

North Carolina State University

Jordan Gray
The Saint Paul's Baptist Church

Howard University

Emily Green
Blacksburg Baptist Church

James Madison University

Eunice Hahn
Shining Star Community Church

California Baptist University

Allison Haran
First Baptist Church of Ridgeway

Averett University

Rachel Hughes
West End Baptist Church

James Madison University

Brianna Janey
Blackberry Baptist Church

Liberty University

Seth Janey
Blackberry Baptist Church

Liberty University

Mikayla Jenkins
Mountain View  
Community Church

Christopher Newport University

Lawrence Jia
Chinese Baptist Church  
of Richmond

Harvard College

Brandy Jordan
Mount Vernon Baptist Church

Central Texas College

Michael Jordan
Mount Vernon Baptist Church

Baylor University

Jennifer Keene
First Baptist Church of Gate City

Carson-Newman University

Dokyeong Kim
Evergreen Olive Tree Church

Drexel University

Abigail Kiss
Bethany Baptist Church

University of Virginia

Jenna Kitts
James River Baptist Church

The College of William & Mary

Mali Klausen
Salem Baptist Church

Reynolds Community College

Sebastian Kocz
Blacksburg Baptist Church

Oxford College of Emory University

June Kwak
Virginia Agape International 
Baptist Church

Cornell University

Emma Lambert
Walnut Grove Baptist Church

University of Virginia

Cassidy Largen
High Point Baptist Church

Lees-McRae College

Thomas Layne
Madison Heights Baptist Church

Virginia Tech

Pyung Lee
Virginia Korean Baptist Church

University of Virginia

Woojung Lee
One Way Church

Northern Virginia Community College

Ling Lin
Chinese Baptist Church of Richmond

James Madison University

Mary Lipford
Richmond's First Baptist Church

Virginia Tech

Logan McGhee
Pleasant View Baptist Church

Radford University

Ethan McManamey
Chestnut Hill Baptist Church

Virginia Tech

Joyner Miller
Memorial Baptist Church

The College of William & Mary

Micah Montgomery
Fairway Baptist Church

Liberty University

Caroline Mullins
Wise Baptist Church

Radford University

Jae Cheol Mun
One Way Church

George Mason University

Ju Hee Park
Charity Korean Baptist Church

University of California, Irvine

Anthony Phillips
Swords Creek Community 
Baptist Church

The University of Virginia's 
College at Wise

Sidney Rudolph
Beulah Baptist Church

Liberty University

Andre Gabriel S A Amaral
Second Baptist Church of Richmond

Bluefield College

Amme Saunders 
Bethany Baptist Church

Old Dominion University

Jakob Schneider 
Northside Baptist Church

Virginia Tech

Kennedy Schultz 
New Prospect Baptist Church

Virginia Tech

Lydia Shearin 
New Highland Baptist Church

Christopher Newport University

Julia Shelton 
River Road Church, Baptist

Virginia Tech

Timothy Sloane
Melrose Baptist Church

Virginia Western Community College

Emma Snodgrass 
Wise Baptist Church

University of Virginia

Paige Spade
Angels Rest Baptist Fellowship

Bluefield College

Marcia Swann
Coan Baptist Church

Liberty University

Morganne Talley
Madison Heights Baptist Church

University of Lynchburg

Haleigh Tilley
Rosedale Baptist Church

Emory & Henry College

Haley Turner
The Saint Paul's Baptist Church

University of Virginia

Kayley Turner
Derbyshire Baptist Church

Mary Baldwin University

Savannah Turner
Derbyshire Baptist Church

University of Lynchburg

Gloria Tuttle
Jones Chapel

Emory & Henry College

Jacob Wageman
New Prospect Baptist Church

University of Virginia

Joshua Walker
Hebron Baptist Church

Liberty University

Hayley Ward
Bonsack Baptist Church

University of Virginia

Tori White
Haran Baptist Church

University of Virginia

Caleb Williams
Falling River Baptist Church

Bluefield College
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Leah Schubel Hopper is putting her economics degree to good use. In addition to her job in compliance, 

she serves with the Maymont Civic League, Richmond Road Runners Club and Richmond ToolBank. 

And at age 29, she’s now the youngest person to ever serve as a Virginia Baptist Foundation trustee. 

But Leah didn't do it alone. Scholarships from Virginia Baptist Foundation helped make her education, 

and her success, possible. The investment is paying off.

When you support a Virginia Baptist scholar, you not only make it more affordable for them to receive 

training, you help them use their God-given talents to move their life’s mission forward.

HELP FUTURE LEADERS LIKE LEAH.  
VISIT BIT.LY/VBFSCHOLARSHIP  
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