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“The mercies of the Lord are new each morning.” These words 

are scribbled on a note that is taped to my computer screen. It 

reminds me of a truth that I learned from my son, Joel, when 

he faced a battle for his life. During his senior year of college, 

he became completely paralyzed from 

Guillain Barré Syndrome, a disease that 

attacks the body’s nervous system.

Within 24hours, he was transformed from an athletic young 

man with a bright future to being dependent on life support. 

He was trapped in his own body, like a prisoner of war. He 

could hear everything, but was not able to even open his 

eyes to communicate. It was sheer horror!

Over the next year, his faith did not waiver as he fought an uphill battle to regain 

his health. Through much prayer, medical intervention and support from family 

and friends, he overcame the obstacles set before him. He learned to breathe 

without a respirator, navigate the world in a “sip and puff” wheelchair and swallow 

a Coke. Standing alone and taking steps unassisted eventually led to walking out 

of the hospital after five months. Following countless hours of rehabilitation, he 

ran the Carytown 10K with his physical therapist smiling alongside him.

This issue of Imagine focuses on people who have faced challenges that can only 

be conquered through faith, endurance and dependence on the Lord’s mercy. 

For example, Bill Gwathmey’s 98 years are filled with the knowledge that the Lord 

remains in control through every battle. Dave Fairchild demonstrates that while 

running his race, he faced a balancing act between his faith, family, work and 

volunteer commitments. Finally, Jesse and Irma Owen illustrate that faith is the 

secret to finishing well and providing for generations to come. 

Ultimately, these stories capture the journeys of those who have run a race toward 

Victory and endured hardship with patience.

Cindy Elmore 

Editor

THE ART OF OVERCOMING
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D O N O R 

STORIES 
charitable trusts

98-year-old Bill Gwathmey has survived war, tragedy and loss.  

Through it all he’s clung to the belief that God is guarding his life and 

directing his paths, even when they lead though treacherous territory.

by Lynn Kirk
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orld War II was not only brutal and deadly. For American soldiers 
stationed in Europe, winters were agonizingly cold. Troops marched 

and fought amid freezing rain and merciless blizzards. Nights, they 
huddled in two-man tents that did little to suppress wind and cold. 

Trying to fend against frostbite, they changed their socks daily, but their efforts 
often failed. Ill health escalated, as did casualties. Raw courage and patriotism 
were what spurred them on. 

Second Lieutenant William (Bill) Brooke Gwathmey was barely 23 years old when 
stationed in Belgium. Today, he might be considered a youngster, but during 
World War II he was the infantry platoon leader of 38 soldiers. “I always felt very 
responsible for my men,” Bill said, while thinking back about the war. He grieved 
each loss of life, including that of his platoon sergeant. “I had sent him to check 
on the outpost, and he got killed. I never forgot it. After that, I always checked it 
myself.” Bill knew God had a plan for him, so he believed he would be protected … 
if it was God’s will. 

 Bill knew God had a plan 
for him, so he believed  

he would be protected ...  

if it was 
God’s will. 

“ Suddenly, out of nowhe re, a Messerschmidt started strafing its ammunition toward me! With bullets 
flying everywhere, all I could do was dive into a snowbank. Then a feeling of peace immediately came over 
me. Peace that I’ve neve r felt as strongly before – a sense that everything was going to be all right.” 
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Bill and his unit faced death countless times, but his most memorable near-

death experience occurred in January 1945. It was during the Battle of the 

Bulge, which Winston Churchill later described as “undoubtedly the greatest 

American battle of the war.” Estimates of casualties vary, but perhaps 85,000 

Americans and 100,000 Germans lost their lives during that bloody exchange. 

The Allied troops were victorious, but fear was rampant, and nerves were raw.

“Once I was going over to check on my unit, and since it was a beautiful moonlit 

night, I walked down the middle of the road,” Bill recalled. Snow covered the 

ground, and it was bitter cold. Suddenly, out of nowhere, a Messerschmidt  

(German fighter plane) started strafing (shooting ammo toward me)! With 

bullets flying everywhere, all I could do was dive into a snowbank.” There Bill 

hid, buried under snow. “Then a feeling of peace immediately came over me,” 

Bill said. “Peace that I’ve never felt as strongly before – a sense that everything 

was going to be all right.” To this day, Bill credits God’s protection.

“ Suddenly, out of nowhe re, a Messerschmidt started strafing its ammunition toward me! With bullets 
flying everywhere, all I could do was dive into a snowbank. Then a feeling of peace immediately came over 
me. Peace that I’ve neve r felt as strongly before – a sense that everything was going to be all right.” 

Bill’s friend Jean 

Lovelace gave him 

this Bible as he left 

for service during 

WW II. Four years later, 

she became his wife.
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Not surprisedly, Bill developed 
a 104-degree temperature and 
pneumonia near the end of the war. 
“I was really down physically after so 
many hardships,” he said. His weight 
was down 12 pounds, too. “I needed 
to rebuild my immune system, so 
they gave me penicillin and put me 
under a tent (of oxygen) in a mobile 
hospital from February through May.” 
Fortunately, Bill’s endurance and God’s 
perfect plan saved him once again. 

The war ended, and when well enough 
to resume duties, Bill was reassigned 
to the military police for the Army 
of Occupation in Germany. Eighteen 
months later, Bill’s discharge papers 
noted “frail health” as the Army sent 
him home.

Though death teased him time and 
again, God had a divine plan for Bill’s life 
... a life that began in 1921 on a farm in 
King and Queen County, Virginia.

SURPRISE BIRTH

Bill was born to godly parents 
who mentored the value of work, 
education, prayer and faith. “I was 
definitely dropped in the right crib,” 
he said. “But I was a surprise!” Bill was 
an unexpected twin who was born 
minutes after his brother, Richard. 
“From then on, I was always called 
‘the other,’” he said. Bill was a surprise 
to his parents, but not to God.

His family’s 
homeplace was 
Canterbury, 
circa 1735. Its 100 
acres of farmland 
bordered the 
historic Mattaponi 
River. “We worked 
in the fields as 
soon as we could,” 
Bill remembered. 

“I guided the horse and Richard the 
cultivator, while our older sister, 
Caroline, helped mother in the kitchen 
and the garden. Back then, working 
is what children were for.” The farm 
also had hens, horses, dairy cows and 

fields of hay to feed 
them. The Gwathmeys 
raised what they could 
and traded eggs for 
staples the farm 
couldn’t supply.

“After chores, we 
swam in the river 
and got in all kinds 
of trouble,” Bill 
reminisced. “We 
fished for perch 

and catfish, and father set a net for 
herring. We hunted for squirrels and 
rabbits and birds, too. Everything we 
ate was raised, caught or killed.”

Sundays were different. “Our family 
went every Sunday to Bruington 
Baptist,” an historic community 
church (see related article, page 13). 
He was baptized at age 10, and faith 
guided the rest of his life.

Bill attended Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute (Virginia Tech), where he 
studied general science. “I earned my 
meals by waiting on tables,” Bill said.  
As was the mandate, he served two 
years in the Corps of Cadets. “After 
you go through the ‘rat system,’ you 
might as well stay in the Corps so you 
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can give people trouble” (in the next 
class), he said with a grin. So, he did.

ROMANCE INTERRUPTED

During Bill’s junior year, he attended a 
YMCA introduction for new students, 
and two girls walked in. “Our mouths 
dropped open,” he remembered. 
“There were 100 girls to 3,000 men 
when I met Jean Lovelace.” Though 
Jean dated others, Bill became her 
standing date on Sunday mornings. 
Together they worshipped at 
Blacksburg Baptist Church. “I don’t 
know why she picked me, except it’s 
what the Lord intended … but that’s 
another story for later,” Bill said. 

The war came, Bill departed, and the 

couple lost contact.

“When I got back from the war, I 
was going to Miller & Rhoads and 
Thalhimers (in Richmond) when 
I saw Jean waiting for a bus. After 
all those years, I was surprised she 
wasn’t married. So, one year later I 
married her!” Bill always knew their 
unexpected reunion was not luck. 
Nor was it a coincidence. It was surely 
God’s plan.

For the next six years, Bill and Jean 
lived with his family in an apartment 
at Canterbury. As their children were 
born, the family needed a home of 
their own. They bought Rosemount, 
just a few miles away. The house had 
been built by John Semple, Bill’s fifth 

“ When I got back from the war, I was going to Miller & Rhoads and Thalhimers 
(in Richmond) when I saw Jean waiting for a bus. After all those years,  
I was surprised she wasn’t married. So, one year later I married her!”

Bill always knew  
their unexpected reunion 

was not luck. Nor  
was it a coincidence. 

It was  
God’s plan.
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great-uncle who was an immigrant 
lawyer from Scotland. The original 
house was constructed in 1762 and the 
addition in 1850. “It had sat empty for 10 
years, had no electricity and the plaster 
was falling when we bought it,” Bill 
said. “Fortunately, I had a very patient 
wife.” Over time, he made repairs, built 
pine cabinets and installed dining 
room paneling. “I didn’t have to go 
to work; I was surrounded by it.” 

Like his father before him, Bill raised 
dairy cattle. The 6 a.m. milking 
came early, but Bill’s children—Ellen, 
Ann, Susan and Brooke—helped 
weed the kitchen garden and bottle-
feed weaning calves. The older 
siblings also helped milk every 
other Sunday (while listening to the 
Metropolitan Opera!). After their 
chores, the youngsters enjoyed fishing, 
frogging and horseback riding. 

The Gwathmeys’ work ethic 
and resilience paid off. All four 
children graduated from college. 
Today, their impressive careers 
range from pastor to physician.

UNEXPECTED CALLINGS

Dairy farming initially worked well 
for Bill, like it had for his father. But 
then Bill tried to build the herd too 
fast. Two very dry years followed, 
and the hay crop failed. Knowing 
he couldn’t borrow himself out of 
debt, Bill sold the herd in the 1960s.

With no other prospects, Bill began 
teaching vocational agriculture for 
the local high school. “Teaching was 
the last thing in the world I ever 
expected to do,” he admitted. But the 
school system couldn’t find anyone 
else, so Bill agreed to six months. 
“I soon discovered that children 
were more interesting than cows. 

I ended up teaching for 26 years, 
but some days I sort of wanted my 
cows back,” he said with a grin.

 Like Bill’s ancestors, he and Jean 
worshipped at Bruington Baptist, 
which took them to unexpected 
places. “We served on mission trips 
to Hungary, Costa Rica and Mexico,” 
Bill said. “In 1988, we also went to 
Tanzania on a building mission. I’m 
not a mason and one of my bricks 
was out of line, so a local man tapped 
my shoulder, pointed and laughed 
at my work. I didn’t speak Swahili 
and very few of them spoke English, 
but we worked together and built a 
friendship. With missions you give, 
but you receive so much more.” 
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 Bill and his children 
experienced profound 
grief, but eventually 
found peace through 
the certainty of Jean’s 

eternal life. None 
understood the reason 
for the heartbreaking 
tragedy, but through 
faith they accepted

 God’s will.

“ So many people call (life’s events) coincidences,  but I see God’s direction in the dramatic and the simple things,” Bill said.

“He has a master plan, and He blesses us even when we don’t know it.”
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FORTITUDE DURING 
ADVERSITY

On a typical Saturday in 1999, Jean was 

driving home after working at church. 

When just a mile or two from home, 

a strong wind suddenly gusted and 

blew down a large tree onto her car. Its 

weight crushed the vehicle … and Jean. 

Tragically, she died from injuries. Bill 

and his children experienced profound 

grief, but eventually found peace 

through the certainty of Jean’s eternal 

life. None understood the reason for 

the heartbreaking tragedy, but through 

faith they accepted God’s will. 

Another catastrophe occurred in 

2011. While preparing for his 90th 

birthday party, Bill was accidentally 
run over by his own tractor. Helicopter 
rescue transported him to MCV, 
where he nearly died. However, 
God intervened and saved Bill’s life 
once again. “So many people call 
life’s events coincidences, but I see 
God’s direction in the dramatic and 
the simple things,” Bill said. “He 
has a master plan, and He blesses 
us even when we don’t know it.” 

Today, Bill leads a quiet life at Rosemount. 
Due to macular degeneration, he listens 
to audio-books about the Civil War and 
other history, but not so much about 
WW II. He continues to faithfully 
attend and serve Bruington Baptist. 
He also treasures time with his four 

children, nine grandchildren and 

13 great-grandchildren. Though 

scattered from Texas to Canada, they 

try to reunite every Christmas at 

Rosemount. With deep sincerity Bill 

said, “When I look at my life and my 

children and grandchildren, I realize 

how blessed I am.” 

BIBLE-BASED ESTATE 
PLANNING

Bill believes everyone has a 

responsibility to his fellow man.  

“You were put here to help one 

another,” he said with conviction. With 

estate planning and VBF guidance, 

Bill directed portions of his estate 

to benefit Bruington Baptist Church. 

“ So many people call (life’s events) coincidences,  but I see God’s direction in the dramatic and the simple things,” Bill said.

“He has a master plan, and He blesses us even when we don’t know it.”
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Another portion is designated to 
Camp Piankatank, whose mission is to 
develop dynamic disciples for Christ, 
through relationships and adventure.

On May 5, 2019, Bill turns 98 years old. 
His vibrant life story is a reminder 
that God walks daily with those who 
love Him, providing and protecting 
according to His master plan. 

 PLANNING HELP
Bill Gwathmey contacted VBF for 

assistance with charitable estate 

planning. Knowledgeable, caring 

staff met with him at his home. 

They explained various strategies 

that could meet his goals and 

customized a plan for him. VBF’s 

counsel is grounded in Christian 

ethics and biblical stewardship.  

Call VBF for a free consultation.

Family patriarch Bill Gwathmey 

surrounded by his children (left 

to right): Ellen Gwathmey, Brooke 

Gwathmey, Susan Gwathmey and  

Ann Gwathmey Porter



13imagine I spring 2019

n 1790, George Washington 

served as president of 

America’s 13 states. The 

same year, a religious 

revival swept King and 

Queen County, Virginia. The 

number of Christian believers 

swelled—as was God’s 

plan—and Bruington Baptist 

was constituted as a church. 

Robert Baylor Semple, the son of a 

prominent Scottish immigrant, was 

ordained at age 21 and named the first 

pastor. Soon thereafter, members built 

a simple, wood-framed Meeting Place 
for worship.

Early church history notes that shillings 
were collected as offerings, two wood 
stoves provided heat and rainwater 
filled the baptistry. When tragedies 
struck, God protected – such as when 
members doused a fire with baptismal 
water. The first missions offering—five 
dollars—was sent to China. 

The legacy of the “Bruington people” 
reflects early Baptists in America and 
today’s faithful survivors, who are 
“thoroughly planted in rich Baptist soil.”

FAMILY CONNECTIONS

Pastor Semple was born at Rosemount, 
an historic home now owned by his 
fourth great-nephew Bill Gwathmey. 
History went full circle in 1990, when 
Bill’s oldest daughter, Ellen Gwathmey, 
became the first woman ordained 
by Bruington Baptist. She served 
as interim pastor. Bill continues 
to worship and serve Bruington 
Baptist, along with his daughters 
Ann Gwathmey Porter and Susan 
Gwathmey, as well as his son Brooke 
Gwathmey.

VBF CONNECTIONS

Bruington Baptist Church is a money-
managed client of VBF, meaning VBF 
invests funds on the church’s behalf. 
The church receives detailed quarterly 
reports on the activity in their 
accounts. The funds can be requested 
at any time by the appropriate church 
liaison. For example, Bruington 
Baptist recently applied earnings to 
unexpected equipment repairs. Church 
Treasurer Ann Gwathmey Porter said, 
“I called VBF and had the money in a 
couple days. I love working with Wendy 
Reynolds, VBF’s account manager.”

Other accounts that VBF handles on 
behalf of churches include funds for 
missions, children’s ministry, building 
maintenance, scholarships and 
endowment. 

“Bruington: The Name Means Ministry,” 

authored by Michael S. Indorf, served as an 

historical resource for this article.

Bill Gwathmey taught the men’s class 

of Bruington Baptist for 39 years and 

still sings bass in the choir. Earlier, 

he was elected moderator of Mid-

Tidewater Association and served as 

BGAV director-at-large for six years. 

Bill’s wife, Jean, became the church’s 

first ordained woman deacon in 1987.

Their daughter Ann (below) is the 

current church treasurer.

C H U R C H
F U N D S 

money 
management

PHOTOS JAY PAUL



14 vbfinc.org14

MASTERINGMASTERING



15imagine I spring 2019

LEADING 
THE WAY

MASTERINGMASTERING
For 35 years, Dave Fairchild’s propensity for 

risk varied with the day of the week.

Weekends, he relished risk. Not only did he 

race vintage cars at speeds of 160 miles per 

hour. He adventure-hiked challenging peaks 

like Mount Rainier and Mount Whitney, whose 

elevations exceeded 14,000 feet. 

But then came the workweek. In the business 

world, Dave was a conservative banker who 

knew how and when to avoid high risks — a 

trait that helped propel his banking career. 

Before retiring, the well-respected financier 

lent funds to growing companies and skillfully 

facilitated high-profile bank mergers. In one 

case, he helped his bank  grow assets from 

$300 million to $1.4 billion … in just 10 years. 

Adventure and success constantly vied for 

Dave’s attention, but he kept his focus on 

family and friends. He also carved out time to 

devotedly serve his church and community, 

including VBF. 

Dave Fairchild (left) and his son, 

Scott, enjoy the thrill of racing 

vintage race cars ... and each other!
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“ I had no real 

career plans, so 

my perception was 

to eventually go 

into the insurance 

business with my 

dad,” Dave said. 

That idea was 

dashed in 1972, 

while Dave was 

a sophomore in 

college. During 

his parents’ long-

awaited, round-

the-world vacation, 

Dave’s father 

suffered a fatal  

heart attack in 

Venice, Italy. 

Now retired, Dave admits it was a 
balancing act at times. He humbly 
attributes his happiness and 
achievements to faith, plus a bit of fate. 

And there begins Dave’s story.

California was Dave’s birthplace, and 
Nevada was his childhood home. 
He probably would have stayed out 
West, if not for the unfortunate fate 
of his father. “My dad started his own 
business, an insurance brokerage firm,” 
Dave shared. By working long hours, 
six days a week, his father had grown 
the firm to about 60 employees and 
three offices in northern Nevada. “I had 
no real career plans, so my perception 
was to eventually go into the insurance 
business with my dad,” Dave said. 

A CHANGE OF PLANS
That idea was dashed in 1972, while Dave 
was a sophomore in college. During his 
parents’ long-awaited, round-the-world 
vacation, Dave’s father suffered a fatal 
heart attack in Venice, Italy. Dave was 
20 years old at the time, unprepared to 
take the business helm. So, his family 
sold the company to his father’s business 
partner. “That event refocused me,” Dave 
recalled. “I had been around finance all 
my life, but then I started delving into 
investment management.” 

Dave completed his undergraduate 
degree in finance at the University of 
Nevada at Reno in 1974. After achieving 
straight A’s in business and finance, 
he contemplated grad school. “I really 
wanted to go someplace in a part of 
the country I wouldn’t normally see,” 
he said. “Going east seemed like an 
adventure,” and it was the first of many. 
The College of William & Mary lured 
him with a partial scholarship, so Dave 
moved to Williamsburg and earned his 
MBA. Finance courses may have come 
easy, but life wasn’t always the same. 

“I was living on Ramen noodles and 

powdered milk,” he confided. “I got to 

the point that I actually liked them ... 

but I really needed a job.”

Not sure how to apply his education, 

Dave pondered a return to Reno, until 

William & Mary hosted an on-campus 

recruitment event. Dave was offered a 

position at Central National Bank (the 

predecessor to Central Fidelity and 

Wachovia), in the heart of Richmond’s 

financial district. “I started as a credit 

analyst, which was like being a loan 
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appraisal trainee,” Dave said. “I really fell in 

love with analyzing ‘real’ local businesses. 

After the training department, I became a 

lender, where I met entrepreneurs who were 

getting business done through sheer hard 

work and determination. I thought it was a 

great way of doing business.”

THEN CAME MARRIAGE

“As fate would have it, I met Tillie that 

same year,” Dave said. Living in Richmond’s 

Southside, Dave shared an apartment with 

a couple other young professionals. One of 

Leadership can be risky, but 

Dave Fairchild welcomes 

challenge.

During one of his most 

challenging hiking adventures, 

Dave Fairchild, Richard Madden 

and Mike Bradford (left to right) 

scaled the heights of Mt. Ranier. 
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the nearby neighbors was Tillie Smoak, 
an elementary school teacher from 
Orangeburg, South Carolina. The two 
played tennis, and Dave was smitten 
with Tillie’s southern charm. Dave 
recalled, “The great thing about my 
moving to the South was I embraced and 
enjoyed southern hospitality.” Dave must 
have done the same with Tillie. Their 
relationship blossomed into a romance, 
and they married three years later. 

Though he again floated the idea of 
returning to Nevada, the newlyweds 
appreciated Virginia’s climate and 
friendliness. “As much as I liked the 
West—and I still have family there—we 
both recognized pretty early on that 
Richmond was a great place to raise a 
family.” So, they did. Scott was born in 
1982, and Marcie arrived three years 
later. Dave said, “Tillie became a stay-at-
home mother, which gave me the space 
to put as much as I could in my career.”

TEMPERED BY FAITH
Over the next three decades, Dave 
rose through the ranks of senior 
management. He served 28 years with 
Central Fidelity and Wachovia before 
joining First Market Bank in 2000, as 
executive vice president and later as 
chief executive officer. In 2010, First 
Market merged with Union Bank and 
Trust, making it Virginia’s largest 
community bank system. Dave was 
named chief banking officer and 
president of the holding company, Union 
First Market Bankshares Corporation, 
where he managed assets exceeding 
$4 billion. As Dave tells it, his success 
stemmed in part from 10- to 12-hour 
workdays and a strong business 
network. 

Mid-career, God presented Dave with an 
adventure of a different kind. This one 
involved a stranger and faith. “In 1987, I 
met Buddy Childress, and he introduced 
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“ In 1987, I met 

Buddy Childress, 

and he introduced 

me to Needle’s 

Eye Ministries, 

where business- 

people in the 

marketplace 

create ‘Light’ in 

the workplace,” 

Dave said.
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me to Needle’s Eye Ministries, where 
businesspeople in the marketplace 
create ‘Light’ in the workplace,” Dave 
said. He was riveted by the ministry 
and the workplace possibilities. Though 
he and his family were active members 
of Bon Air Baptist Church, he had not 
bridged the delicate gap between church 
and career. “With Needle’s Eye, it was 
great to hear that other businesspeople 
found a way to take their faith to work. 
That was a big turning point for me.” 

Dave joined the ministry’s small-group 
Bible study that met Monday mornings. 
“It grounded me every week,” he said. 
“And of course, the fellows were an 
important ingredient.” Though the 
group included prominent business 
leaders, on Monday mornings they were 
simply good friends enjoying fellowship 
and study of the Word. “Back then, we 
were all at the same perspective within 
our business careers. We shared our 
challenges and viewpoints and what 

was going on in the business world. We 
relied on each other.” Dave added that 
“it was a quiet, but powerful influence 
on our careers.” The men encouraged 
one another, so as “not to be arrogant 
nor to put their hope in wealth, which 
is so uncertain, but to put their hope 
in God” (1 Timothy 6:17).  They also 
discussed ways of living their faith at 
work. Today, 31 years later, Dave and his 
small-group fellowship still meet every 
Monday morning at 7:15 a.m. Most of 
the guys are retired, but their friendship 
through Christ still thrives, as does 
their witness.

EARLY RETIREMENT 
As a young man, Dave admired his 
father’s work ethic, but his father’s short 
lifespan taught Dave a life-changing 
lesson. “He passed away at (age) 51 and 
didn’t get a chance to do many of the 
things he wanted to do in life. That 
helped me determine that I would give 

my career all I had, but I hoped to be 
able to retire at an age when I still had 
good health and time to do other things 
in life.” 

Dave met his goal and retired at age 
62. Today, he pursues new adventures 
– often with his four grandchildren. He 
also continues trekking and racing, with 
a bit of woodworking on the side. 

Dave and his family remain “rich 
in good deeds” for their church and 
community. At Bon Air Baptist Church, 
Dave has served on various committees, 
and currently he chairs the stewardship 
committee and church council. Tillie 
teaches Sunday School for young adults. 
In years past, she also led hundreds of 
women in a local chapter of Community 
Bible Study, which values global prayer 
and synchronized study.

The couple’s legacy of faith continues 
with their children and grandchildren, 
who are active church-goers, too. “Scott 

When Dave Fairchild led First 

Market Bank (2003-2010), it was 

the first partnership where a retailer 

(Ukrop’s Super Markets) shared in the 

ownership of a co–located bank.

Discovering Needle’s Eye 

Ministries was a rich blessing for 

Dave Fairchild. The organization 

encourages believers to boldly carry 

their faith to work.

Dave and Tillie Fairchild (center, 

back row) always welcome time with 

their extended family.
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Dave Fairchild leads VBF’s 2019 

annual investment review. Also 

pictured are Todd Fuller with VBF 

(right) and Jerry Corrigan with 

Vanguard.
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and Marcie recognize how important 

faith is in raising their kids,” Dave said. 

“They are in small groups, too.”

The family served on mission trips at 

home and abroad, and Dave had three 

stints in Haiti. “It’s one of the western 

hemisphere’s poorest countries, and 

I was on the construction crew that 

helped build a school, medical clinic 

and church,” Dave said. “Those kids 

were from squalor, yet they dressed for 

Sunday School and worshipped God 

with passion. They had so little, except 

faith that bonded us.”

Dave generously shared his expertise 

with his community through the years 

as well, serving as an officer or board 

member for various organizations, 

including the Metro Richmond Chamber 

of Commerce, Children’s Hospital 

Foundation, Needle’s Eye Ministries, 

Science Museum of Virginia Foundation, 

Virginia Bankers Association and  

United Way of Central Virginia. In 

addition, he willingly responded to an 

invitation from VBF.

In 2006, Ron Hall recruited Dave for the 

VBF board of directors. “Hobbies are a 

great way to stay connected with people 

you care about, but giving back in some 

fashion makes all that meaningful,” 

Dave said when referencing his VBF 

service. A strong believer in low-

cost advice and wise investing, Dave 

was instrumental in moving VBF 

investments to The Vanguard Group in 

2009. Since then, investment returns 

have become even more competitive. 

“VBF manages a fairly large investment 

portfolio—mainly aggregate funds from 

churches—and helps invest it for them,” 

Dave explained. “We also assist donors 

who give money in trusts for the benefit 

of charity or Baptist usage. It’s a forever 

fund that’s perpetual, so I love thinking 

about how we make sure we’re being 

great fiduciaries for the long term. In 

the last several years we’ve been able 

to build on the monies and provide 

scholarships for really outstanding kids 

who come from our churches. That’s 

rewarding – pretty awesome.” So is 

Dave’s leadership. He chaired the VBF 

board from 2012–2014, and currently he 

chairs the VBF investment committee. 

“When your work career is over, you have 

to have something you’re passionate 

about,” Dave said. “I’ve always been in 

financial management and am humbled 

that the little contribution I can make 

helps the organization fulfill its mission.” 

VBF and its clients are fortunate to have 

as one of its volunteer leaders a man as 

knowledgeable and experienced as Dave 

Fairchild.  

The Fairchild family has served on 

numerous mission trips. Dave also 

volunteered for three trips to Haiti, 

where he witnessed bountiful faith 

amid widespread poverty.
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career is over, 

you have to 

have something 

you’re passionate 

about. I’ve always 

been in financial 

management and  

am humbled that  

the little contribution 

I can make helps the 

organization fulfill  

its mission.”
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Dave began adventure hiking years ago, and he trained by 

carrying a 50-pound bag of cement up and down the steps of a 

30-story office building. Dave shared, “I’ve been on lots of crazy 

adventures with a couple guys almost every year since the late 

1990s. We stay in the United States, and we’re mainly hikers who 

do very little rappelling and some camping. We love it!” In 2016, 

they rafted the Colorado River and slept under the stars for five 

nights. Another time, they traversed the heights of Mt. Ranier. 

Dave embraces the natural scenery and fellowship, as well as the 

sense of accomplishment. “It’s magical,” he said. 

Dave took up woodworking early in his marriage, partly due to 

necessity. “We didn’t have furniture, so I made stand-ins.” He 

started with a side table, and then took classes at the middle 

school’s shop class for adults. As his skills grew, so did his 

workshop. “In 2012, we built a new house, and I built a dream 

basement with a huge workshop. Now that I am retired, I probably 

build 40 to 50 pieces of furniture per year.” Working primarily with 

cherry and mahogany, Dave prefers traditional Queen Anne style. 

“I’ve furnished our house, our kids’, our neighbors,’ and even our 

friends’ houses,” he noted with a chuckle. 

“ I bought a car as a weekend reconstruction project, and my (then) 

10-year-old son really took to it. He couldn’t wait until I got home 

from work each day. We built one from scratch, a 1955 Porsche 

Spider, which I still have.” The hobby prepared Scott for his future 

career as an automotive technician. “It also morphed into racing,” 

Dave said. “Now we restore purpose-built racecars. Scott has a 

car and I have a car, and we go all over with them, from Pittsburgh 

to Atlanta, with our 30-foot trailer,” Dave said. They race on road 

racecourses (versus circle tracks), mainly in the Vintage Racing 

Series, which involves cars built before 1982. At the Virginia 

International Raceway, father and son once raced each other and 

ended up in a dead heat, taking home first and second place in their class. When asked 

who wins the most today, Dave explained, “We used to be neck-and-neck, but Scott is 

first place almost every race now. He’s extremely good.” How does Dave’s wife, Tillie, feel 

about him racing at 160 miles per hour? “She’s gotten used to it,” he said with a sheepish 

grin.
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EVEN IN RETIREMENT, RISKS & REWARDS

Keep the course.

T
he foundation experienced tremendous 

growth this year. Even though the markets 

saw some corrections at the end of 2018, the 

VBF portfolios made a steady rebound in 

early 2019 by simply keeping the course of 

our investment strategy.

Two estate plans that were created 

over 20 years ago settled in 2018 and boosted the 

foundation’s contributions to record numbers. The 

individuals who created these plans were passionate  

about their churches and other nonprofits. Their desire was  

to benefit these organizations beyond their lifetimes.

Revising their estate plans periodically was key to the 

donors reaching their legacy goals. They decided to 

maintain the course they had set. Strategically sharing their 

resources, they were able to benefit several churches and 

nonprofits in perpetuity.

Last year, three new scholarship funds 

also were endowed. Forward-thinking 

donors used their resources to impact 

the lives of future church leaders by 

helping them reach their educational goals.

Both estate planning and market investing 

require patience to endure long periods of 

time before realizing results. The journey is never easy, but 

discipline makes the difference. Stay the course. Keep the 

faith. And be assured: One day, many will be blessed. 

2 0 1 8
A N N U A L

R E P O R T

By Todd Fuller, CFO
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Business climbs         steeply from 2017 to 2018 ...

... and VBF’s impact continues its decade-long boom. 

CONTRIBUTIONS

 619 students
received scholarships since 2008
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Business climbs         steeply from 2017 to 2018 ...

CONTRIBUTIONS

Agency Funds 50%  $6,936,096

Donor-Advised  
Funds 22%  $3,122,441 

Permanently  
Restricted Funds 16%  $2,180,450

Temporarily  
Restricted Funds 11%  $1,515,610

Unrestricted Funds 1% $166,257 

Charitable  
Remainder Trusts  
& Gift Annuities 0%  $11,212  

                     Total  $13,932,066

DISTRIBUTIONS

Missions  43%  $4,057,169 

Churches  34%    $3,178,707  

Individuals  11%  $987,627

Donor-Advised  
Fund Beneficiaries 7%  $706,237 

Scholarships &  
Educational  
Institutions 3%  $322,914  

Unrestricted 2%  $232,084 

                       Total $9,484,738

                 (all information as of 12.31.2018,  

with numbers rounded) 

$1,890
average scholarship award 
since 2008

... and VBF’s impact continues its decade-long boom. 

DISTRIBUTIONS

number of VBF scholarship 
awards doubled since 2008

41 in 2008

87 in 2018
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$57 million  
charitable distributions since 2008

$8 million  
in 2018

 

$24 million
distributed to  
churches since 2008

$3 
million
in 2018

$21 million
distributed to missions since 2008

$4
million

in 2018

65,000 pounds 
of disaster aid delivered in 2018  
thanks to a 26-foot box truck donated  
to Virginia Baptist Disaster Response

416 nonprofits
received funds in 2018, including churches, 
schools, missions and other charities
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VIRGINIA BAPTIST FOUNDATION, INC. 
AND SUBSIDIARIES 

.

Consolidated Statement of Financial Position 
December 31, 2018 

Assets:
Cash and cash equivalents - unrestricted 149,937$         
Cash and cash equivalents - restricted 11,688,828

11,838,765

Investment in securities 129,093,221
Investment in real estate 7,506
Other receivables 52,929
Prepaid expenses 21,986
Cash value of life insurance 52,454
Property and equipment - net 111,022

Total assets 141,177,883$

Liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 266,240$         
Annuity and split-interest trust obligations 1,604,537
Agency accounts 71,111,903

Total liabilities 72,982,680

Net assets:
Without donor restrictions 2,439,939
With donor restrictions 65,755,264

Total net assets 68,195,203

Total liabilities and net assets 141,177,883$

Liabilities and Net Assets

Assets
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CHURCHES (131) 

Antioch Baptist 
Church, Unionville

Bagby Memorial 
Baptist Church

Baptist Temple Church 

Belmont Baptist 
Church, Roanoke

Berea Baptist Church, 
Fredericksburg

Berea Baptist 
Church, Rockville

Bethel Baptist 
Church, Midlothian

Bethlehem Baptist 
Church, Richmond

Beulah Baptist 
Church, Aylett

Beulah Baptist 
Church, Lynchburg

Black Walnut 
Baptist Church

Blackstone 
Baptist Church

Blue River Baptist 
Church

Boykins Baptist Church

Branch’s Baptist Church

Broadus Memorial 
Baptist Church, Aylett

Broadus Memorial 
Baptist Church, 
Charlottesville

Bruington Baptist 
Church

Calvary Baptist Church, 
Bowling Green

Calvary Baptist Church, 
Newport News

Calvary Baptist Church, 
Roanoke

Calvary Baptist Church, 
Winchester

Carlisle Avenue 
Baptist Church

Cedar Bluff 
Baptist Church

Central Baptist Church, 
Church Road

Central Baptist 
Church, Richmond

Central Hill Baptist 
Church

Chancellor Baptist 
Church

Chatham Heights 
Baptist Church

Chesterfield 
Baptist Church

Churchland 
Baptist Church

Clifton Forge 
Baptist Church

Colonial Heights 
Baptist Church

Cool Spring 
Baptist Church

Crewe Baptist Church

Crozet Baptist Church

Culpeper Baptist Church

Deer Park Baptist 
Church

Derbyshire Baptist 
Church

Downtown Baptist 
Church

Effort Baptist Church

Elkhardt Baptist Church

Emmaus Baptist Church

Ephesus Baptist 
Church, Aylett

Fairview Baptist Church

Falling River 
Baptist Church

Fincastle Baptist Church

First Baptist Church, 
Charlottesville

First Baptist 
Church, Danville

First Baptist Church, 
Front Royal

First Baptist Church, 
Jonesville

First Baptist Church, 
Martinsburg

First Baptist Church, 
Newport News

First Baptist Church, 
Republican Grove

First Baptist Church, 
Richmond

First Baptist Church, 
Waynesboro

First Baptist Church, 
West Point 

First Baptist Church, 
Woodstock

Fountain Grove 
Baptist Church

Four Mile Creek 
Baptist Church

Fredericksburg 
Baptist Church

Friendship Baptist 
Church, Drakes Branch

Ginter Park 
Baptist Church

Glade Spring 
Baptist Church

Glebe Landing 
Baptist Church

Glen Allen Baptist 
Church

Goochland Baptist 
Church, Manakin-Sabot

Goshen Baptist Church

Hardy Central 
Baptist Church

Hatcher Memorial 
Baptist Church

Hillcrest Baptist 
Church, Hanover

Holland Baptist Church

Hopewell Baptist Church

Hulls Memorial 
Baptist Church

Irvington Baptist Church

King’s Grant 
Baptist Church

Lakeside Baptist Church

Lebanon Baptist Church

Liberty Baptist 
Church, Skipwith

Long Branch 
Baptist Church

Manly Memorial 
Baptist Church

Marion Baptist Church

Melville Avenue 
Baptist Church

Menokin Baptist Church

Mentow Baptist Church

Morgans Baptist Church

Mount Vernon 
Baptist Church

New Highland 
Baptist Church

New Prospect 
Baptist Church

North Bedford 
Baptist Church

North Fork Baptist 
Church

Oakland Baptist 
Church, Disputanta

Oakland Baptist 
Church, King George

Oakwood Memorial 
Baptist Church, 
Richmond

Orange Baptist Church

Orcutt Baptist Church

Pocahontas Bassett 
Baptist Church

Poplar Springs 
Baptist Church

Providence Baptist 
Church, Lancaster

Providence Baptist 
Church, Red House

Rhoadesville 
Baptist Church

Ridge Baptist Church

River Road 
Church, Baptist

Rock Hill Baptist 
Church, Stafford

Rocks Baptist Church

Rose Union 
Baptist Church

Ruckersville 
Baptist Church

Salem Baptist Church, 
Fredericksburg

Samaria Baptist 
Church, Charles City

Samuel Harris Memorial 
Baptist Church

Second Baptist 
Church, Petersburg

Second Baptist 
Church, Richmond

Skinquarter 
Baptist Church 

Skipwith Baptist Church

Starling Avenue 
Baptist Church

Straightstone 
Baptist Church

Sycamore Baptist 
Church

Talbot Park 
Baptist Church

The United Baptist 
Church

Tomahawk Baptist 
Church, Midlothian

Union Baptist Church

Urbanna Baptist Church

Wallers Baptist Church

Walnut Grove Baptist 
Church, Mechanicsville

Walnut Hills Baptist 
Church, Williamsburg

Warrenton Baptist 
Church

West End Baptist 
Church

West Hampton 
Baptist Church

West Side Baptist 
Church

Westover Baptist 
Church, Arlington

Zoar Baptist Church, 
Deltaville

DONOR-ADVISED 
FUNDS (126)
Advancing Native 
Missions

All Souls Charlottesville

Alzheimer’s Association

American Helper, Inc.

Appalachian State 
University Foundation

Appomattox Baptist 
Association

Averett University

Baptist General 
Association of Virginia

Baptist Joint Committee

Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Richmond

Baptist World Alliance

Bethany International 

Bethlehem United 
Methodist Church

Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association

Blacksburg 
Baptist Church

Bluefield College

Bon Air Baptist 
Church - The Village

Bowling Green 
Volunteer Fire 
Department

Broadus Memorial 
Baptist Church

Camp Alkulana

Camp Concord

Camp Piankatank

Campbell University

Caroline Care Group

Chesterfield 
Baptist Church

Christian Aid Mission

Church Hill Activities 
& Tutoring

College Hill 
Baptist Church

Communities in Schools 
of Richmond, Inc.

Compass Marriage & 
Relationship Services

Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship

Cornelius J. & Ellen 
P. Coakley Family 
Foundation

Covington Baptist 
Church

CRM Empowering 
Leaders

Derbyshire Baptist 
Church

Desert Stream Ministries

Dortches Baptist Church

Duke University

Eastern Star Home

Edward Via College

Fair-Park Baptist Church

FeedMore

Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes of 
Greater Richmond

First Baptist 
Church, Gretna

First Baptist Church, 
Waynesboro

Friends of Mukhanyo

Full Circle Grief Center

George Washington 
National Masonic 
Memorial

Gideon’s International 
of Dahlgren

Gideon’s International 
of Forest

God’s Bible School 
& College

Habitat for Humanity, 
Waynesboro

Habitat for Humanity, 
Wilkesboro

Health Foundation, Inc.

HopeTree Family 
Services

International 
Mission Board

Jahnke Road 
Baptist Church

James Madison 
University

John Leland Center for 
Theological Studies

Lees-McRae College

your stewardship:  
Impacting generations for Christ

2 0 1 8
CHARITABLE
BENEFICIARIES
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Liberty University

Lynchburg College

Main Street Baptist 
Church, Emporia

Marion Baptist Church

Mary Washington 
Hospice

Masonic Home

MCV Foundation - 
BMT Unit Fund

Millers Creek United 
Methodist Church

Nazareth Evangelical 
College

New Tribes Mission

Nigeria Baptist 
Convention

Niswonger Children’s 
Hospital

North American 
Mission Board

North Carolina Public 
Television Foundation

Oak Hill Academy

Okatie Baptist Church

Old Hickory Council, 
Boy Scouts of America

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America

Petersburg Baptist 
Association

Poplar Springs 
Baptist Church

Pregnancy Resource 
Center of Metro 
Richmond

Providence 
Baptist Church

Radford University

Relationship Foundation 
of Virginia

Richmond Police 
Department Foundation

Richmond Symphony

River Road 
Church, Baptist

Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology

Saint Paul’s Baptist 
Church Community 
Foundation

Salem Baptist 
Church, Sparta

Samaritan’s Purse

Sandston Baptist Church

Second Presbyterian 
Church

Serenity Garden 
Foundation

Shalom Baptist Church

Shenandoah University

Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Greenville

Southampton 
Baptist Church

Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Southwest Virginia 
Community College

Spiritual Twist 
Productions

St. Andrew’s School

Step Richmond

The Family Foundation 
of Virginia

The Langley School

The Virginia Institute 
of Pastoral Care

United Way Services

University of Richmond

University of Virginia

UVA at Wise

Victory Church

Virginia Baptist 
Committed  

Virginia Baptist 
Foundation 

Virginia Baptist Homes 

Virginia Tech

Virginia Tech Foundation 
(Highty Tighty)

Wake Christian 
Academy

West Lynchburg 
Baptist Church

Westminster Canterbury 
Foundation

Wilkes County 
Art Gallery

Wilkes County Library 
Endowment Foundation

Wycliffe Bible 
Translators

Yadkin River Greenway

Youth Life Foundation 
of Richmond

Young Life of 
Caroline County

YWAM Virginia

MISSION 
AGENCIES (28)

Appomattox Baptist 
Association

Augusta Baptist 
Association

Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries

Baptist General 
Association of Virginia

Baptist Joint Committee

Baptist News Global

Baptist World Alliance

Concord Baptist 
Association

Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship, National 

Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship of Virginia

Dover Baptist 
Association

Eagle Eyrie Baptist 
Conference Center

HopeTree Family 
Services

International 
Mission Board

Lakewood Manor

Lebanon Baptist 
Association

Lynchburg Baptist 
Association

Middle District 
Baptist Association

North American 
Mission Board

Petersburg Baptist 
Association

River City Faith Network 
of the Richmond 
Baptist Association

Roanoke Valley 
Baptist Association

Southwest Virginia 
Partnership

Stateline Baptist 
Assembly, Inc.

Virginia Baptist 
Foundation

Virginia Baptist 
Historical Society

Virginia Baptist Homes

Woman’s Missionary 
Union Of Virginia

OTHERS (59)

Altavista Volunteer 
Fire Department

American Bible Society

American Cancer 
Society

American Diabetes 
Association

American Musical 
Dramatic Academy

American Red Cross

Americans United 
for Separation of 
Church and State

Annandale Christians 
for Community Action

Appalachian College 
of Pharmacy

Belmont Christian 
Church

Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association

Brookneal Volunteer 
Fire Department

Centra Health 
Foundation

Children’s Bible 
Ministries of Virginia, Inc.

Children’s Home 
Society Of Virginia

Children’s Hospital

Christmas Mother’s Fund

Christ’s Church at 
Virginia Tech

Connie Maxwell 
Children’s Home

County of Stafford

Crewe Burkeville 
Recreation

Crewe Church of 
the Nazarene

Crewe Volunteer 
Fire Department

Culpeper County Library

Culpeper Regional 
Hospital

Eastover Baptist 
Retreat Center

Ed & Emily Fitzgerald 
Scholarship

Edmarc Hospice 
For Children

Evington Volunteer 
Fire Department

Gladys Volunteer 
Fire Department

Gretna Volunteer 
Fire Department

Guidestone Financial 
Resources

Hurt Volunteer Fire 
Department

Liberty Christian Church

Masonic Home

Nottoway County 
Emergency Squad

Nottoway County 
Weekday Religious 
Program

Oasis Social Ministry

Patrick Henry Boys 
& Girls Homes

Pleasant View Homes 

Renan Volunteer 
Fire Department

Revitalization for 
Greater Gretna

Salvation Army

Sheltering Arms

Spring Lake Baptist 
Assembly

St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Church

Starke Behavior 
Health Association

The Brown Foundation

The Cameron 
Foundation

The Hermitage 
at Cedarfield

Tidewater Teacher’s 
Music Forum

Town of Burkeville

Town of Crewe

Union Presbyterian 
Seminary

United Baptist 
Foundation

United Methodist 
Foundation

Virginia United 
Methodist Homes, Inc.

World Literature 
Crusade

World Vision, 
International

SCHOOLS (72)  

Averett University

Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Richmond

Baylor University

Bethel College

Blue Ridge 
Community College

Bluefield College

Boston University

Bridgewater College

Bucknell University

California Baptist 
University

Campbell University 
Divinity School

Cedarville University

Central Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Central Virginia 
Community College

Christopher Newport 
University

Clear Creek Baptist 
Bible College

Dabney S. Lancaster 
Community College

Drexel University

Ferrum College

Fork Union Military 
Academy

Gardner-Webb 
University

George Mason 
University

Georgetown College

Germanna Community 
College

Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary

Hargrave Military 
Academy

J. Sargeant Reynolds 
Community College

James Madison 
University

Johnson and Wales 
University

Le Tourneau University

Liberty University

Longwood University

Lynchburg College

Mary Baldwin College

McAfee School 
of Theology

Mercer University

Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Milligan College

New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary

New River Community 
College

Norfolk State University

North Carolina 
Central University

North Carolina State

Northern Virginia 
Community College

Oak Hill Academy

Old Dominion University

Olivet Nazarene 
University

Ouachita Baptist 
University

Princeton University

Radford University

Randolph-Macon 
College

Rappahannock 
Community College

Regent University

Roanoke College

Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Stetson University

The College of 
William and Mary

The George Washington 
University

Tidewater Community 
College

Union University

University of Illinois

University of Lynchburg

University of Maryland 
University College

University of North 
Carolina Greensboro

University of Richmond

University of Virginia

University of 
Virginia @ Wise

Vanderbilt Divinity 
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The view from 
the grandstand
What does it take to persevere? The grace of God and a little 

encouragement from those with a higher perspective.

By Ron Hall

Dr. L. Carlyle Marney was a revered pastor, scholar, author, theologian 
and ethicist of yesteryear. He served as senior minister of Myers Park 
Baptist Church in Charlotte from 1958–1967. He is remembered as one 
who preached “with the tongues of men and of angels.”

Marney coined a phrase describing what all of us need—and need to be—
for one another: encouragers. He referred to these persons as “balcony 
people,” meaning those who lift up, cheer on and energize us through 
their affirmation and daily walk.

As I prepare to speak at the downtown church where I grew up, I find 
myself reminiscing about some of the “balcony people” whom I have been 
privileged to know. Many of these persons have supported the ministries 
of their local church, as well as utilized their God-lent resources to cast 
their Christian stewardship nets a little wider through the foundation’s 
ministries. Some of these persons are now seated in the great eternal, 
unseen balcony just above us – yet they continue to cheer us on, in a 
sense, through their lives, gifts and estate plans. 

My daddy, Bobby L. Hall, Sr. (pictured in white), was one of those persons 
to me. While stock car racing was a lifelong passion for him, he was an 
electrician by training. He taught me a great deal about life and service. 
He also encouraged me to give my very best to the Christian church by 
attending, giving, serving and caring for others. My daddy was seated 
in the eternal balcony in June 2015, but today he still cheers me on from 
above, through his spirit and gentle reminders. 

Would you consider what you can do now to be 
numbered among the “balcony people,” impacting 
the current or next generation of Christian believers? 
Perhaps through a charitable trust, donor-advised 
fund, scholarship or some other instrument, you, too, 
can honor God and encourage others for eternity. 

Give our office a call and learn how we can help.
Ron Hall  
CEO
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VBF’s scholarship ministries help bridge financial gaps for Christians across Virginia who are pursuing undergraduate, graduate, 

doctoral and seminary degrees. These three students shared how VBF scholarship awards were sweet music to their ears!
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VBF’s scholarship ministries help bridge financial gaps for Christians across Virginia who are pursuing undergraduate, graduate, 

doctoral and seminary degrees. These three students shared how VBF scholarship awards were sweet music to their ears!
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MICAH DANCE 

icah Dance didn’t 
take his first music 
lesson until college. 

“My parents gave 
me a  g u it a r  at  

Christmas in middle school,  
and I was a self-taught musician,” 
he said. “I kept playing and people 
taught me chords along the way, 
but I didn’t read music.” Micah was 
invited to join the youth band at 
church, where he followed simple 
chord charts and grew to love it. 
“You don’t have to be the best to bring an offering of music to the 
Lord,” he said with conviction. “I felt like God was leading me 
to Liberty University and to music. This was what God called 
for me, so I knew he was going to equip me for doing it.” 

Micah went to Liberty and declared music and worship 
his major – before he could even read music. Now 
that’s faith!

In the past three years, Micah has not only studied music, 
he has performed it and composed it. As he approaches 
his senior year, he also leads public worship as part of his 
practicum. Every Saturday, Micah drives to Lexington 
for practice, and on Sundays he serves as praise and 
worship leader for VMI’s chapel service. “Worship is 
so much more than a song,” he said. “It’s reflecting 
God’s glory back to Him.”

In recognition of his ability and faith, Micah has 
been awarded two VBF scholarships. He shared, 
“The scholarships have been a huge help because 
school expenses are so high. They alleviated stress, 
so I could pursue what God wants me to do.”

Micah’s goal after graduation is to become a worship 
pastor. “God will use me to change lives and point people 
to Him through music,” he said. “Words touch deeply, but  
so can music in ways words can’t.”

CURRENT  

Undergraduate student, Liberty 

University; seeking bachelor of 

science in music and worship 

(anticipated December 2019)

Praise and worship leader,  

Virginia Military Institute

FAVORITE SONG

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

LIFE VERSE 

“ Trust in the LORD with all thine 

heart; and lean not unto thine own 

understanding. In all thy ways 

acknowledge him, and he shall 

direct thy paths.” 

Proverbs 3:5–6

“ Worship is so 

much more than 

a song,” he said. 

“It’s reflecting 

God’s glory 

back to Him.”
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SCHOLAR 

successes

ANNA MOXLEY 

i cannot remember a time I wasn’t 
involved in music,” Anna Moxley 
shared. “It’s always been a part of my 
life.” No wonder: Both parents were music 

educators and music ministers. Anna joined the 
children’s choir in preschool, began piano lessons 
at age 7, and regularly attended the Virginia Baptist 
Music and Worship Arts Camp at Eagle Eyrie. “I was going 
to music camp before I was technically old enough to be 
a camper,” she recalled with a laugh. “My parents were on 
the faculty, so I was the chaperones’ kid.” Anna also returned 
as often as possible during her teen 
and adult years, primarily serving 
as an interpretative dance and voice 
instructor.

Though Anna loved music, it wasn’t 
an automatic career choice. She 
yearned to differentiate herself from 
her parents’ career path and wanted to 
be certain about her calling. After high 
school, she attended Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkansas, starting with a 
double major in vocal performance and 
psychology. “Before my sophomore 
year, God clearly showed me that my 
calling is to help other people grow in their relationship with the 
Lord through music and worship.” She declared it as her major, 
and supporters of VBF scholarships helped actualize God’s plan 
for her. Based on her academic achievements and service, Anna 
was an eight-time VBF scholarship recipient. 

“Education is expensive, and with my parents being in ministry 
and education, we did not have the resources to cover expenses 
on our own,” she said. Anna completed her undergraduate and 
master’s degrees with honors, in part because she didn’t have 
to work fulltime while a student. 

“I’ve very grateful for the (VBF) support, because it’s given me 
the opportunity to live into my calling. Music and worship 
go hand in hand as such an important part of faith.”

CURRENT 

Teaching assistant, Campbell University 

Divinity School; seeking fulltime 

employment as music minister

2018

Master of divinity with concentration  

in church music and worship,  

Campbell University Divinity School

2015

Bachelor of music in worship arts with 

Christian studies minor, magna cum 

laude, Ouachita Baptist University

FAVORITE SONG

“Be Thou My Vision”

LIFE VERSE

“ But he said to me, ‘My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power 

is made perfect in weakness.’ 

Therefore I will boast all the more 

gladly about my weaknesses, so that 

Christ’s power may rest on me.” 

2 Corinthians 12:9

“ I was going to 

music camp 

before I was 

technically old 

enough to be 

a camper.”
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DREW PHEIFFER  

 A  cassette tape changed Drew Pheiffer’s life. “I must have been 
around 9 or 10 (years old), and my mother’s friend gave me 
a cassette tape of classical music pieces.” He played it over 
and over, recalling “it brought tears to my eyes.” Around the 

same time, he inherited a piano from his great aunt Helen – but not 
just any piano. “It was a massive upright Poole piano built in 1915.” 

Drew immediately loved piano, but his middle school friends didn’t 
share his interest. “They picked on me because it wasn’t cool.” Drew 
considered abandoning music, as he was active in soccer and Boy 
Scouts. His mother convinced him to continue, and he attended  the 
Governor’s School for the Arts his junior and senior years. Drew’s 
first high school job was as a church accompanist. “It was a good 
way to make money.” 

Though Drew’s favorite genres are classical, romantic and 
impressionist, he claims to love it all. “I’m also passionate about 
teaching people who are passionate about music,” he said. “It gratifies 
me, and teaching others is teaching myself as well.”

VBF awarded Drew two scholarships toward tuition. “It was 
quite expensive since UNCSA is an out-of-state school, 
so the scholarships helped a lot.”

Today, Drew is an adjunct professor of 
piano at Hampton University with hopes 
of becoming an associate professor. For 
the last 15 years, he also has served as 
music director for Westover 
Baptist Church in Richmond. 
Keeping that job required seven 
hours of roundtrip travel every 
Sunday while a student at UNCSA. 
As a graduate, he still drives to 
Richmond every Sunday, but now it 
takes only four hours total since he resides 
in Portsmouth. 

“Music is a release from everyday life,” Drew 
said. “It’s just me and the music.”

CURRENT

Adjunct professor of piano, university 

accompanist, Hampton University 

Music director, Westover 

Baptist Church, Richmond, VA

2019  

Master of music in piano, 

University of North Carolina 

School of the Arts (UNCSA)

2014   

 Bachelor of music in piano  

performance, Virginia 

Commonwealth University 

FAVORITE SONG 

“An Expression of Gratitude”

LIFE VERSE 

“ Even though I walk through the 

darkest valley, I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; your rod and 

your staff, they comfort me.” 

Psalm 23:4

AN ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
can be established with a gift of $50,000 

or in the future as part of an estate plan. 

Contact VBF for more information.
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G I V E  I T 

T W I C E 

by Lynn Kirk

Jesse and Irma Owens’ 
hard work, simple 
living and deep faith 
helped them build a life 
together that spanned 
more than 50 years.

An innovative estate 
planning strategy 
allowed them to leave 
a legacy that not 
only benefited their 
family, but went on 
to support Virginia 
Baptist Foundation 
and other charities 
in perpetuity.
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In the early 1930s, Walter and Ada Thompson 
owned a 200-acre farm in Lunenburg County,  
about 12 miles from the small town of Chase City. 
Theirs was a simple, yet hard life. They raised 
tobacco cash crops, as well as vegetables, hogs, 
hens and dairy cattle for their family’s sustenance. 
The Great Depression had little effect on the 
Thompsons, for they were totally self-sufficient.

Young Irma Nell, who had been born in June 1920, 
was the fourth among the Thompsons’ five children. 
Neighbors were mostly relatives, so Irma’s free time 
was spent playing with her siblings and cousins—lots 
of them—and enjoying ole time family get-togethers. It 
was the era before TV, so while the adults gathered in 
the Thompson homeplace around the fire, Irma played 
in the fields and roamed the woods with the other 
youngsters.

Irma and her two sisters, Otie and Geneva, shared most 
everything, including music. They sang, mostly traditional 
hymns, and all three played an upright piano in the 
front parlor. They knew many of the hymns by heart, for 
the Thompsons were faithful members of Mount Olivet 
Christian Church, where the family filled a pew. How the 
church members loved to hear the girls perform! 

The Thompsons yearned for their children to have a 
good education, something many rural adults lacked 
in that era. One solution was to send Irma away to 
school. Their older sister, Otie Thompson Wilmoth, had 
married and moved to town. So, during the week, Irma 
lived with Otie so she could attend classes in Chase 
City. Weekends, she returned to the farm. 

After graduating from high school, Irma was blessed 
to attend Smithdeal-Massey Business College at Ninth 
and Broad Street in Richmond. It was a well-respected 
school in its day, among an East Coast chain of business 
colleges that instructed typing, stenography and related 

business 
skills. Irma must 
have been a good student, for 
after graduation she landed a 
job as the bookkeeper for the 
Chase City Department Store — a 
position she held for close to 40 
years. “Irma was true to her job,” 
said the Owens’ nephew, Glenn 
Garland. “The owner thought real highly of her as a 
good, loyal employee.”

KINDRED SPIRITS
Around that time, Jesse Garland Owen came along: a 
young man who roomed at the home of Otie’s in-laws. 
Born in South Boston in 1925, Jesse was raised on a 
farm, too. Even as a young adult, Jesse understood 
the importance of serving his community. He was a 
proud member of the Chase City police force, and he 
volunteered with the local rescue squad. 

Jesse and Irma met, and a proposal followed. On  
May 22, 1950, the couple were married at a parsonage 
in Radford, which was the home of their friend. Radford 
was more than 150 miles away from Chase City, so only 
Geneva and her husband attended the ceremony. The 
wedding was humble, but the marriage was strong: 
it lasted more than 50 years. “They were very happy 
together and enjoyed the same things,” recalled Geneva.

Imra (left) and 

Geneva (right) were 

nurtured by their 

parents, Walter and 

Ada Thompson.  

(Not pictured: Otie)
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A CHANGE OF PLANS

For reasons now unknown, at some 

point Jesse traded law enforcement 

for appliance sales. It was before the 

days of designated appliance stores, 

so washers and refrigerators were 

sold at Tucker-Bevell Motors. The 

Owens’ niece Susan Garland-Bengur 

explained, “It was a boom time for 

Chase City, but it was still a small 

town.” So, Chase City residents could 

drop by the car dealership and shop 

for a car and tires, as 

well as electronics and appliances 

from the same showroom. When new 

car models arrived in Chase City, Jesse 

collected the flashy showroom posters 

and gave them to his young nephew. 

“I was so excited, you would have 

thought I had Rembrandts,” Glenn 

recalled.

Years later, Jesse’s sales experience 
landed him a job offer as an insurance 
salesman for Aflac. He and Irma 
moved to Emporia, where they lived 
the next 30 years. Their lifestyle was 
conservative, and their home was a 
modest brick rancher.

FAMILY AT THE CENTER
Even after their relocation, family 
remained the hub of Jesse and Irma’s 
life. “Holidays, they invited all the 
family and anyone else who would 

come,” Glenn shared. “They were 
the glue that held us together.” Irma 
was a skilled baker who whipped 
up sweets and country favorites, 
like crusty cornbread baked in 
an iron skillet. Jesse was clever 
in the kitchen, too. “As a child, 
I remember that Jesse loved to 
eat, but he also loved to cook. I 
thought nobody made pork and 
beans like Jesse,” his niece Susan 
said. “He put everything but the 
kitchen sink in them!” His real 
specialty was meats, though, and 
folks always consulted him about 
which cut to buy. The family 
also remembered well that no 
one began eating at the Owens’ 

home until the meal was properly 
blessed. 

Gatherings typically culminated with 
several rounds of Rook. “Jesse was 
the expert,” Susan said. He had honed 
his skills playing with the owners of 
Walton’s General Store. Irma was the 
savvy player. “She always said she was 
no good at cards, and she chitchatted 
as we played,” Susan said. “Nobody 
thought she was paying attention … 
until she won. It was hilarious!”

Though the Owens had no children, 
they were very involved in the lives 
of their nieces and nephew. While 

Susan and Glenn 
were in high school, 
their father’s job 
transferred him to 
another part of the 
state. Geneva and her 
teenagers stayed in 
Chase City, so they 
could finish high 
school there. Jesse 
and Irma stepped in 
without hesitation 
and helped Geneva 
raise them. “Jesse 
became a father-
figure for us,” Glenn 
said. “He would 
come to my sporting 
events, like my dad, 
and he played games 
with us.” 

Jesse and Irma 
worked hard, but 
they always carved 
out time for friends. 
“They traveled 
quite a bit with 
other couples,” 
Susan noted. “They 
were both active in 
Eastern Star and the 
Shriners, so they 
went to conferences 
at the beach and 
mountains.” 

COMMITTED TO CHURCH
In their early marriage, Jesse and 
Irma were active members at First 
Baptist Church in Chase City. After 
their move, they joined Main Street 
Baptist Church in Emporia. “They were 
very, very attentive to church,” sister 
Geneva remembered. “I don’t think 
they ever missed too many services.” 
At one point, Jesse served as a trustee, 

Their lifestyle was 
conservative, and their home 
was a modest brick rancher.
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and Irma attended women’s Sunday 

School and Bible classes without fail. 

Irma also continued to sing at church 

and home. In fact, she, her sisters and 

young nieces spent many evenings 

at the piano, flipping page after page, 

singing hymn after hymn. 

When it came to finances, the couple 

lived comfortably, yet modestly, based 

on life lessons gleaned from Irma’s 

parents. “All the Thompsons were 

taught to be frugal with their money, 

and they didn’t buy until they could 

pay,” Susan said. “Irma deserves a lot 

The wedding was humble, but the marriage was 
strong: it lasted more than 50 years.

Twice  
is nice
VBF’s “Give It Twice” concept of 
giving multiplied the impact of 
Jesse and Irma Owen’s estate, 
which exceeded $2 million. 
Following Irma’s death, the estate 
funded two funds. First, a $1 
million Charitable Remainder 
Annuity Trust was split among 
designated family members for 
its 10-year term. Thereafter, the 
remainder was added to the 
Owens’ Donor-Advised Fund. 
The estate’s second fund, which 
was Donor-Advised, benefited 
the following organizations: 

◆ HopeTree Family Services

◆ Main Street Baptist 
Church, Emporia

◆  Mount Olivet Christian 
Church, Victoria

◆ Petersburg Baptist Association

◆  Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Richmond

◆  Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship, Atlanta 

◆ Eastern Star Home of Virginia

◆  Masonic Home of Virginia

◆  Shriners Hospitals for 
Children – Greenville

◆  VBF ministries
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of credit for their savings. Because 
of it, they were able to contribute 
so generously to different 
organizations.”

When their pastor introduced Jesse 
and Irma to Virginia Baptist 
Foundation, little 
did he know they 
would faithfully 
partner with the 
foundation for the 
remainder of their 
lives, including 
service on the board 
of trustees. After 
witnessing  
the foundation’s 
mission in action, the 
couple increased their 
commitment through 
the foundation’s “Give It Twice” 
concept of giving. They bequeathed 
their cumulative estate first to 
designated family members, and 
ultimately to Virginia Baptist 
Foundation and other charitable 
organizations meaningful to them. 
Jesse and Irma, always generous 
in life, remain generous stewards 
even after their deaths. Through 
“Give It Twice,” their impact 
continues in perpetuity. 

Jesse passed away in 2003, at age 

78, following heart surgery that 

revealed cancer. Irma moved to 

Lakewood Manor in Richmond, 

initially in independent housing 

and later in a wing offering full-

time nursing. “She had debilitating 

dementia later in life,” her niece 

Susan said. “But 

even when she 

was beyond 

recognizing us, 

you could sing 

a hymn and she 

responded. It 

calmed her down 

and that seemed to 

bring back the Irma 

we knew.” 

Irma passed away in 

June 2008, at age 88.

“They had a small-town, 

rural upbringing, so what 

they accomplished under those 

difficult conditions was really 

inspiring,” Glenn said. Jesse and 

Irma “kept the faith, finished the 

race and passed on” assets valued 

at more than $2 million.  

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 

THE GIVE IT TWICE 

PROGRAM CONTACT VBF.

NEVER MISS AN ISSUE

Sign up for your FREE subscription. Visit vbfinc.org/imagine

They bequeathed their 
cumulative estate first 
to designated family 
members, and ultimately 
to Virginia Baptist 
Foundation and other 
charitable organizations 
meaningful to them.
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from the
DEVELOPMENT

FILES

 Finishing well 
By Jeff Ukrop

Life is full of races. Some see races as a competition 

against contenders, while others see races as a 

personal challenge to simply finish well. 

Now, I’d be lying if I told you I haven’t welcomed 

competition against others through the course 

of time. Even at 45 years of age, I’m grateful for 

opportunities to play in leagues around town. As 

my wife hears me say, “I simply need a competitive 

outlet,” and once a week on the basketball court or 

soccer field does the trick. 

Over the last few years, I have also recognized 

the value of simply finishing a race. While not a 

runner or fitness fanatic, I have experienced the 

excitement of preparing for and participating in an 

increasingly popular event, the Spartan Race. Held 

across the country and around the world, Spartan 

Races test mental strength and physical stamina. 

While I never thought I would participate in such an 
event, I have now completed four. With each race, I 
was reminded of the value of preparation so I could 
finish well. And, each race was never about my 
finishing time. My goal was crossing the finish line 
on my own two feet, on my own terms.

This is exactly what VBF aims to do for families 
considering charitable planning. VBF helps them 
effectively prepare for something that seems 
challenging, so when the race is over, they finish 
on their terms by blessing loved ones and preferred 
ministries. Planning well, however, can be a 
daunting exercise. The cost can seem overwhelming, 
and the selection of beneficiaries can be emotionally 
exhausting. The reality is that expenses are not as 
prohibitive as some expect. And, the beneficiary 
discussion helps you determine and communicate 
“who and what” are most important to you. Not 
going through this preparation prior to your passing 
typically ends up costing those you leave behind, 
both financially and emotionally.

Recently, a friend expressed with a big smile that 
she couldn’t give to her church at death because her 
children are her charity. As we chuckled, I reminded 
her that if she properly plans, she can bless her 
children through her estate plan while also blessing 
her church or favorite ministry. If she leaves 15 
percent to ministry at her passing, her children will 
likely not complain with the 85 percent they receive. 
Put simply, such a generous plan allows her to finish 
the race on her own terms as she blesses “who and 
what” mean most to her.

While we all may not have a 
Spartan Race on our horizon, we 
all have a race set before us. What 
charitable planning is needed in 
your life so you not only complete 
the race, but finish well? Jeff Ukrop 

Development Officer

Over the last few years, I have also recognized the value of simply finishing a race. 
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MIRACULOUS GENEROSITY explores how God transforms our humble gifts into modern-

day miracles when we step out in faith. Featuring Baptist leaders from across Virginia, 

this hour-long video-based study blends timeless truths from the Bible with modern-day 

examples to demonstrate how God can use even our smallest gift to change the world.

Introducing a Bible study designed to unlock the potential in every believer.

To receive your FREE copy, call (804) 672-8862 
or visit vbfinc.org/miraculousgenerosity. 


