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Whether it’s a large commercial aircraft or a single-engine plane, landing at 

night can always be a little frightening. Fortunately, the lights along the runway 

direct the pilot and help ensure a safe landing. This issue of Imagine highlights 

individuals who dreamed of soaring into skies, set lofty goals, worked tirelessly 

and always looked to the Lord to light their way.

With a never-say-no attitude, Buster and Mae Wilkerson 

built a thriving business in Crewe, Virginia. Today, their  

family continues operating the business with the  

same excellence, entrepreneurial spirit and quiet  

generosity modeled by Buster and Mae.

When faced with adversity, Will Joyce followed the motto, 

“The sky’s the limit.” A VBF scholarship recipient, Will let 

nothing stop him from becoming a flight nurse who helps stabilize patients 

during medical crises.

Taking to the skies at a young age, Charles Foster started crop dusting, but soon 

became a pilot for Piedmont Airlines. He even taught his wife, Joan, to fly. They 

were captivated by the clouds, but also loved what was on the ground – both 

creatures and humans. Both he and his wife gave generously to all in need.

Reaching high into the sky, Roy Ware was a house painter in his later years, who 

often stood on the top rung of his ladder to deliver the last swath of paint. When 

he was struck with a terminal illness, Urbanna Baptist Church gave him a helping 

hand. At his passing, Roy surpassed the imagination of everyone in his small 

community by leaving most of his estate for his church’s outreach efforts.

Through their desire to reach new altitudes, all these individuals removed dark 

clouds hanging over others’ lives, allowing our Savior’s love to shine bright.

Cindy Elmore 

Editor
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TO NEW
 HEIGHTS

by Lynn Kirk

SOARING

D O N O R 

STORIES 
charitable trusts

How a passion for flying turned into a flight of generosity that  now spans three generations.
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T
he Wilkerson family saga 
starts in 1918, the year Buster 
(William Henry) was born in 
rural Buckingham County. His 

future wife, Mae Barton, was born a 
year later in nearby Hell’s Corner. They 
met as teens, but Buster joined the 
Army, completed Officer Candidate 
School and achieved the rank of 
first lieutenant before mustering 
the courage to ask for Mae’s hand 
in marriage. Her strict parents were 
reluctant in granting permission, for 
after all, Buster’s family was poor, as 
was he. Buster had no more than the 
shirt on his back when the couple 
married and moved to California for 
his continued military training.

In 1945, the couple’s first son, James 
Lee (Jim), was born, and 20 months 
later they welcomed his brother, 
Bill. Remembering their childhood, 
Bill shared, “Neither parent ever 
raised a voice or said anything 
unkind.” Jim added, “If anyone ever 
had a perfect mother, we did.”

Unfortunately, tragedy followed. A 
200-foot fall ended Buster’s military 
career, so the tight-knit family moved 
back to Virginia. They settled in the 
quaint town of Crewe, where they 
shared a four-room, cinder block 
house. Buster had only an eighth-
grade education, but he possessed 

an innate business savvy, coupled 
by a mind for mechanics and a work 
ethic like none other. In 1947, they 
formed B&M Enterprises, with Buster 
carrying mail from the train yard to 
the post office in an old Ford truck. 
Other business ventures followed, 
ranging from an automotive scrapyard 
to a used car business crammed on a 
40-foot lot. Mae helped Buster at work, 
while also successfully running their 
household and raising their sons. 

By 1955, Buster and Mae had saved 
enough money to launch the 
Wilkerson Ford Company  – Crewe’s 
first Ford dealership. On the showroom 
floor, Buster premiered a brand 
new, red-and-black Thunderbird 
that sparkled under rotating 
spotlights. In fact, Jim said every 
time they debuted a new car, “It 
was the social event of the year!”

During the grand-opening celebration, 
an unexpected spiritual celebration 
occurred, as well. A traveling 
evangelist took the couple to an alley 
behind their business, prayed with 
them and prophesied that as long as 
they walked with faith in the Lord, 
they would prosper and be blessed. 
The oracle came true that year 
through successful sales, and the 
family said the Lord’s blessings have 
continued faithfully to this day.

6

The 1947 J-3 Cub—one of the most popular light aircrafts of all time—
sat by the hangar, gleaming with its promise for adventure. The smiles of 
Buster Wilkerson and his 15-year-old son, Bill, gleamed too. The year was 
1963, and they’d just gone in halves to purchase the $1,200 monoplane. 
Though Buster cared little about aviation, he wanted to support his son’s 
dream of owning and flying a plane. Little did they realize the purchase 
would forever change the livelihood and legacy of the Wilkerson family.

Above: In 1955, the Wilkersons 

opened a car dealership that 

introduced the Ford brand to Crewe.

Left: Buster joined the Army and 

achieved the rank of first lieutenant 

before mustering the courage to  

ask for Mae’s hand in marriage. 

In 1958, the price tag for a new 

Ford was surprisingly affordable, 

at least by today’s standards.
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RETREAD BUSINESS BEGINS

A 
lways exploring ways to 
maximize his income, Buster 
started a sideline in the basement 
of the dealership: retreading 

car and truck tires. With marketing 
wisdom beyond his era, Buster didn’t 
rely on customers finding him. Instead, 
the young entrepreneur collaborated 
with service station owners from 
Petersburg to Roanoke. They displayed 
racks of Buster’s retread tires as a 
customer service, and he was paid 
whenever a tire sold. As Jim recalled, 
“Dad always believed in quality, so 
Wilkerson Company built up to quality, 
not down to price.” This business model 
was a huge success. Buster could barely 
keep up with demand.

The boys grew up working alongside 
their parents, helping after school and 

during the summers. They earned 10 

cents an hour at age 8  – and a whopping 

75 cents per hour when they grew 

older. Though Buster put in long hours 

at one business after another, he 

always supported his son’s interests. 

“No matter what was going on, Pop 

never missed James Lee’s baseball and 

basketball games or when I played 

country music,” recalled Bill.

In addition, the family became active 

members of Crewe Baptist Church, 

where Buster later served as a trustee 

and finance chairman. “They were 

very, very faithful but very private. 

They helped a lot of people, but never 

wanted to be recognized for it,” said Jim 

with tears of remembrance. “Mom also 

prayed more than any person I ever 

knew.” Bill added with confidence,  

“She had a direct line to the Lord.” 

While Jim prepped for college, Bill 

became obsessed with planes. That’s 

one reason Buster helped Bill buy the 

Piper J-3 Cub: he was simply tired 

of hearing about it. Though Buster 

had never even flown on a plane, he 

surprisingly joined Bill for the one-

hour flying lessons every Sunday after 

church. Both completed pilot’s training. 

Bill soloed on his 16th birthday 

and received his flight-instructor 

certification on his 18th birthday. 

One day while hanging out at Byrd 

Field (the predecessor of Richmond 

International Airport), FAA inspectors 

learned that the Wilkersons retreaded 

car and truck tires. When asked why 

they hadn’t tried to retread aircraft tires, 

Buster was strangely silent. “Pop got 

to thinking about it, and when we got 

home he did the research,” remembered 

Bill. At that time, Crewe was a town of 

2,038 people, and most were quick to 

share their unsolicited opinion: no way 

could Buster make a living by retreading 

aircraft tires. Perhaps the opportunity to 

prove them wrong was what spurred 

Buster to yet another success.

Buster began the tedious process of 

becoming certified to retread aircraft 

tires. Now hooked on aviation himself, 

he also invested in a new Piper 

Cherokee Six to travel to potential 

customers and expand into a regional 

business. Meanwhile, Jim completed his 

undergraduate (Bridgewater College) and 

graduate degrees (Texas Tech), and then 

accepted a position as assistant director 

of intramural sports at Virginia Tech. 

Bill served a stint in the Army during the 

Vietnam War, after which he moved back 

to Crewe. As the Wilkerson Company 

website records, “Bill returned to the 
family business to focus on aircraft 
tires and to start a NASCAR Late Model 
Sportsman race team. The Wilkerson 
Team car used retreads with a special 
Firestone racing compound and, with 
local legend Al Grennen at the wheel, 
was a very tough contender on the 
local dirt tracks of the time. Wilkerson 
racing retreads became known for 
their consistent traction and long wear, 
which brought much new business to 
the Wilkerson retread shops. During 
this period of time, the Wilkerson 
Team would occasionally square off 
against the likes of Darrell Waltrip, 
Dale Earnhardt, Harry Gant and other 
notables.” Racing became a family sport. 
Bill remembered, “Pop was at every race, 
and sometimes Darrell’s wife, Stevie, sat 
in Dad’s truck because she just couldn’t 
watch while Darrell raced.”

Below: The Wilkerson family 

creatively marketed their tire 

retreading capabilities by 

sponsoring a racecar in the 1970s. 

Number 71 competed against 

racing legends Dale Earnhardt Sr.,  

Darrell Waltrip and other  

well-known drivers.

Retreads are a great value, for the 

initial cost is about one-third of a 

premium brand tire, and the tread 

life is typically 50 percent greater. 

Buster never took an 

engineering class, so 

his achievements were 

remarkable.  

“ Baling wire and duct 

tape were two of Papa’s 

favorite things,” said  

Bill’s wife, Ellen.
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MORE AIRLINES, MORE 
RETREADS

I
n the late 1960s through the ‘70s, 
America’s commuter airlines 
emerged and grew at an exponential 
rate. So did Wilkerson Company. 

Every plane needed tires, and retreads 
offered significant savings. Wilkerson 
Company became FAA certified in 1966, 
and Buster and Bill captured most of 
the country’s commuter airline market, 
including Alleghany Commuter and 
Embry-Riddle (which later merged with 
American Air). Wilkerson Company 
also became an authorized distributor 
for Dunlop and Goodyear aircraft 
tires. By 1974, there were around 200 
commuter airlines, each with 10 or 
more planes, and all but one were 
customers of Wilkerson Company.

Deregulation occurred in 1978, 

changing the airline market and 

creating the need for a different 

tire-retreading process. Fortunately, 

Buster and Bill were prepared. While 

retreading their own racecar tires, they 

had perfected an innovative modular 

system that incorporated proprietary 

processes. As a result, Wilkerson 

Company became one of the first U.S. 

retreaders approved for retreading 

radial aircraft tires. 

Business was booming, and Buster 

knew they needed help. So, in 1985, 

he reached out to Jim and asked him 

to consider returning to the family 

business. A third generation of 

Wilkersons began joining operations 

shortly thereafter—typically the 

Monday after their college graduation—

and each brought his or her own 

skill sets and interests. Over time, 

Right: Jim and Bill hold a portrait 

of their parents, Buster and Mae 

Wilkerson, taken in 2000. Their 

parents’ faithfulness and generosity 

has inspired generations of Wilkersons 

to follow in their footsteps.

Below: The Wilkersons were active 

members of Crewe Baptist Church, 

where Buster served as a trustee 

and finance chairman. Their children 

and grandchildren continue the 

family’s Christian legacy.

THEIR 
GENEROSITY  
IS STILL AT 

WORK
“ I remember Buster and Mae Wilkerson 
quite well. Their former pastor,  
Alden Hicks, had suggested they 
contact VBF because they wanted to 
put plans in place that would support 
their community. After a few phone 
conversations, they invited me to 
Crewe, and we met in the comfort 
of their home. It was the late 1990s, 
and Buster was apparently very 
computer savvy. He kept track of his 
finances on this huge computer, using 
spreadsheets and a stack of floppy 
discs. We chatted about computers, 
family and life in general before they 
shared their stewardship objectives.  
It was my privilege to explain financial 
tools that could help them achieve 
their short- and long-term goals.  
They kindly listened to my 
presentation, but they already knew 
what they were going to do: exactly 
what the Lord wanted them to do. 
They made decisions that day, and 
now close to two decades later, their 
generosity is still at work.

“ Hebrews 10:24 says, ‘Let us consider 
how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds.’ This 
couple modeled Christian stewardship 
through generosity and wise planning. 
Perhaps their example will spur you 
toward similar good deeds for your 
community, church or the causes in 
which you believe.”

—Todd Fuller, VBF, CFO

the company developed a proprietary 
NDT leak-testing method that reveals 
leaks, separations or defects in the tire 
structure – flaws often undetected by 
standard methods. They invested in an 
in-house rubber-testing lab that ensures 
the rubber was manufactured and 
mixed per specifications. Wilkerson is 
the only retread company that utilizes 
the reverse thermal pressure test to 
ensure quality. More recently, Bill’s son, 
Bill Jr., developed an advanced software 
program that tracks details across the 
entire lifecycle of every tire sold and 
retreaded. The analytical data proves 
invaluable for making improvements and 
ensuring extra value. Bill Jr. also invented 
and patented Accuflate, which fulfilled 
the industry’s need for an accurate hot-
tire inflation gauge. No wonder major 
tire manufacturers began collaborating 
with the Wilkersons on special research 

projects, such as prototype water 
deflector chines, alternate tread groove 
designs and improvements for balance 
patch adhesion. Today, Wilkerson 
Company retreads virtually any aircraft 
tire with confidence, regardless of size, 
pattern or age.

Unlike national competitors, this 
family-owned business delivered to the 
airlines quality retreads at reasonable 
prices. And more remarkably, they did 
so within three to five days. Bill Sr. flew 
from airport to airport selling their 
services, which were unparalleled in the 
industry, both then and now.

As the business continued to grow, 
so did Mae’s pain from rheumatoid 
arthritis. Buster retired in 1983, to 
devotedly support her care. 

The year 2018 marks Wilkerson 
Company’s 71st year of business. As 

By 1974, there were 

around 200 commuter 

airlines, each with 

10 or more planes, 

and all but one 

were customers of 

Wilkerson Company.

J
A

Y
 P

A
U

L



13imagine I spring 201812 vbfinc.org

He worked on it until he 

mastered it, then he went on 

to the next thing. He always 

said, ‘Everything you do, do it 

100 percent.’ Mema was very 

spiritual and tried to pass on 

the importance of church  

and family.”

Amy Wilkerson Griffin, 
Ed.D. (Jim’s daughter), 
Cumberland County 
Public Schools 
Superintendent: 

“Much of who I am 
today is based on the 

experiences that my grandparents 

provided me and the examples they 

were to me. My love, care and patience 

for children, and people in general, 

come from my grandmother. My work 

ethic, pride in my work and leadership 

skills come from my grandfather. I feel 

so blessed, fortunate and proud to be 

their granddaughter.”

one of only two independent retreaders 
in America, the company employs 
37 people, operates two shifts and 
retreads around 240 aircraft tires on an 
average workday. Domestic customers 
have ranged from private pilots and 
regional airlines to the U.S. Navy and 
Coast Guard. In the global realm, 
Wilkerson Company has provided 
retread services to airlines based in 
Canada, Australia, Austria and Russia. 

Chances are Wilkerson Company will 
continue to prosper when “generation 
four” comes on board … but that’ll be a 
few more years down the road.

THE WILKERSON LEGACY

I
n poverty and in success, Buster 
and Mae focused on family and 
faith. And no matter how busy, 
they always reached out to 

others. Ellen said her in-laws were 
“good stewards, not concerned with 
just money and physical needs, 
but also emotional support.” 

In their later years, Buster and Mae 
wanted to extend their generosity 
through an organized approach. 
The couple contacted the Virginia 
Baptist Foundation and found 
helpful assistance with their estate 
planning. They valued education, 
so they also discreetly provided 
scholarships for students at technical 
schools and colleges. “When you 
sow seeds, whatever you invest, 
you give with your heart and hope 
that it will better humanity. It just 
seems to keep coming back with 
blessings,” said Jim’s wife, Sally. 

Buster died in 2009, and Mae passed 
two years later. They left their family  
a robust business and loving memories. 
With personal conviction and wise 
financial planning, the Wilkersons 
also left a fruitful legacy. 

THIRD- 
GENERATION 
MEMORIES  

AND MUSINGS 
Today, a majority of the Wilkersons’ 

third generation works at the family 

business. They were delighted to share 

remembrances and lessons learned from 

their grandparents, Mae and Buster.

Sara Wilkerson 
Andrews (Jim’s 
daughter), Wilkerson 
Company Accounting 
and Sales: “If Papa 
was told he couldn’t 
do it, it gave him 

more incentive. Mema endured so 
much pain, but  she had so much 
faith. She said, ‘You keep going no 
matter what.’” 

Bill Wilkerson Jr. (Bill 
Sr.’s son), Wilkerson 
Company Quality 
Control, Product 
Development and 
Sales: “Mema 
was strong and 

sometimes silent, but she was not 
afraid to speak about her faith. Even 
when stooped with arthritis, she 
had no complaints, so her positive 
attitude made others feel positive. 
Papa was a minimalist and my 
business mentor. It was great growing 
up in a family business.” 

Jayne Wilkerson 
Thomas (Bill Sr.’s 
daughter), Wilkerson 
Company Human 
Resources and 
Sales: “When Papa 
was working on 

something, he was fixated.

Generations of generosity: On the left, 

Jayne Wilkerson Thomas and Bill 

Wilkerson Jr. with their parents, Bill and 

Ellen Wilkerson Sr. 

On the right, Sara Wilkerson Andrews 

with her parents, Jim and Sally Wilkerson.

“ When you sow seeds, 

whatever you invest, 

you give with your 

heart and hope that it 

will better humanity. 

It just seems to keep 

coming back with 

blessings,” said Sally. 
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Jim and Bill Wilkerson remain   active with Virginia Baptist Foundation as advisors to their 

parents’ fund.  Jim also serves   as a VBF trustee and development committee chair. 
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Contributions and investments soar in 2017

2 0 1 7
A N N U A L

R E P O R T

Unrestricted Funds

Charitable Remainder Trusts & Gift Annuities

Donor-Advised Funds  

Agency Funds

Permanently Restricted Funds

Temporarily Restricted Funds

Donor-Advised Fund 
Beneficiaries 

Unrestricted

Missions 

Churches  

Individuals

Scholarships & 
Educational Institutions

DISTRIBUTIONS

Churches  33%  $1,979,992 

Missions  29%  $1,760,978 

Individuals  16%  $944,745

Donor-Advised Fund  
Beneficiaries 11%  $665,332 

Scholarships &  
Educational Institutions 6%  $357,943 

Unrestricted 5%  $327,543 

 Total  $6,036,533

CONTRIBUTIONS

Agency Funds 51%  $2,769,400 

Donor-Advised Funds 37%  $1,970,327 

Permanently  
Restricted Funds 9%  $494,874

Temporarily Restricted Funds 1%  $66,275 

Charitable Remainder Trusts  
& Gift Annuities 1%  $62,290 

Unrestricted Funds 1%  $50,466 

                                        Total  $5,413,632

By Todd Fuller, CFO 

Investments increased as the markets rallied in 2017. At the same time, the foundation received 

several substantial estate gifts to assist ministries and provide scholarships for students. We 

realize the market gains will not indefinitely continue. However, we hope individual giving will 

remain strong, as long as Christian stewards continue to contribute through estate plans and 

gifts of cash, real estate, stocks and bonds, retirement accounts, life insurance and much more. 

For this reason, the foundation increased its efforts in 2017, to encourage Christian stewardship while providing 

opportunities for individuals to make a long-lasting impact with their accumulated resources.

Throughout the year, the foundation also relied on Vanguard’s investment expertise related to our goal of 

investing for long-term growth with a cost-effective approach. As a result, the managed funds exceeded $146 

million by year end. 

We certainly have much to celebrate as the foundation’s opportunity to serve others elevated to new heights in 2017.  

In the coming years, we hope to continue the work of moving the mission forward for individuals and churches. 

DISTRIBUTIONS

CONTRIBUTIONS

(all information as of 12.31.2017)
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REPORT OF INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS 

The Officers and Board Members 
Virginia Baptist Foundation, Inc. 
Richmond, Virginia 

Report on the Consolidated Financial Statements 
We have audited the accompanying consolidated financial statements of the Virginia Baptist 
Foundation, Inc. and Subsidiaries (collectively, the “Foundation”), which comprise the consolidated 
statements of financial position as of December 31, 2017 and 2016, and the related consolidated 
statements of activities and cash flows for the years then ended, and the related notes to the 
consolidated financial statements. 

Management’s Responsibility for the Consolidated Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these consolidated financial 
statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States; this 
includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation 
and fair presentation of consolidated financial statements that are free from material misstatement, 
whether due to fraud or error. 

Auditor’s Responsibility 
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these consolidated financial statements based on our 
audits.  We conducted our audits in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States.  Those standards require that we plan and perform the audits to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the consolidated financial statements are free of material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures 
in the consolidated financial statements.  The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s 
judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the consolidated 
financial statements, whether due to fraud or error.  In making those risk assessments, the auditor 
considers internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the consolidated 
financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, 
but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control.  
Accordingly, we express no such opinion.  An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of 
accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the consolidated financial statements. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our audit opinion. 

Opinion 
In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of the Virginia Baptist Foundation, Inc. and Subsidiaries as of 
December 31, 2017 and 2016, and the changes in their net assets and their cash flows for the years 
then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States. 

April 2, 2018 
Glen Allen, Virginia 

 
Certified Public  
Accountants & Consultants 
4401 Dominion Boulevard 
Glen Allen, VA 23060 
T:804.747.0000  F:804.747.3632 

www.keitercpa.com 

VIRGINIA BAPTIST FOUNDATION, INC. 
AND SUBSIDIARIES 

See accompanying notes to consolidated financial statements. 

2

Consolidated Statements of Financial Position 
December 31, 2017 and 2016 

Assets 2017 2016

Assets:
Cash and cash equivalents - unrestricted 211,604$        112,054$        
Cash and cash equivalents - restricted 11,065,493     9,923,156

11,277,097     10,035,210

Investment in securities 134,595,201   117,111,462
Investment in real estate 202,506          202,506          
Other receivables 182,311          259,184          
Prepaid expenses 28,355            39,176            
Cash value of life insurance 133,099          139,747          
Property and equipment - net 152,554          127,082         

Total assets 146,571,123$ 127,914,367$

Liabilities and Net Assets

Liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 293,899$        263,969$        
Annuity and split-interest trust obligations 2,546,463       2,469,660
Agency accounts 81,952,493     70,108,539

Total liabilities 84,792,855     72,842,168

Net assets:
Unrestricted 2,233,946       1,645,054
Temporarily restricted 33,829,388     27,465,281
Permanently restricted 25,714,934    25,961,864

Total net assets 61,778,268     55,072,199

Total liabilities and net assets 146,571,123$ 127,914,367$

2 0 1 7
A N N U A L

R E P O R T
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CHURCHES 

Antioch Baptist

Belmont Baptist

Berea Baptist

Bethel Baptist

Bethlehem Baptist

Beulah Baptist

Black Walnut Baptist

Blacksburg Baptist

Blackstone Baptist

Blue River Baptist

Boykins Baptist

Branch’s Baptist

Broadus Memorial 
Baptist

Bruington Baptist

Calvary Baptist, 
Bowling Green

Calvary Baptist, 
Charlottesville

Calvary Baptist, Emporia

Calvary Baptist, 
Newport News

Calvary Baptist, 
Winchester

Carlisle Avenue Baptist

Cedar Bluff Baptist

Central Baptist, 
Central Road

Central Baptist, 
Richmond

Central Hill Baptist

Charles Town Baptist

Chatham Heights Baptist

Chesterfield Baptist

Churchland Baptist

Clifton Forge Baptist

Colonial Heights Baptist

Cool Spring Baptist

County Line Baptist

Crewe Baptist

Crozet Baptist

Culpeper Baptist

Deer Park Baptist

Derbyshire Baptist

Dover Baptist

Downtown Baptist

Effort Baptist

Emmaus Baptist

Ephesus Baptist

Falling River Baptist

Fincastle Baptist

First Baptist, 
Charlottesville

First Baptist, Danville

First Baptist, Front Royal

First Baptist, Gretna

First Baptist, Jonesville

First Baptist, 
Newport News

First Baptist, 
Republican Grove

First Baptist, Richmond

First Baptist, South Hill

First Baptist, 
Waynesboro

First Baptist, West Point

Fountain Grove Baptist

Four Mile Creek Baptist

Fredericksburg Baptist

Friendship Baptist

Ginter Park Baptist

Glade Spring Baptist

Glebe Landing Baptist

Glen Allen Baptist

Goochland Baptist

Goshen Baptist

Hardy Central Baptist

Hillcrest Baptist

Holland Baptist

Hopewell Baptist

Irvington Baptist

King’s Grant Baptist

Lakeside Baptist

Lebanon Baptist

Liberty Baptist

Liberty Christian

Long Branch Baptist

Main Street Baptist

Manly Memorial Baptist

Marion Baptist

Melrose Baptist

Melville Avenue Baptist

Menokin Baptist

Mentow Baptist

Morgans Baptist

Mount Vernon Baptist

New Highland Baptist

New Prospect Baptist

North Bedford Baptist

North Fork Baptist

Oakland Baptist

Oakwood Memorial 
Baptist

Orange Baptist

Orcutt Baptist

Pocahontas 
Bassett Baptist

Poplar Springs Baptist

Providence Baptist, 
Lancaster

Providence Baptist, 
Red House

Rhoadesville Baptist

Ridge Baptist

River Road 
Church, Baptist

Rock Hill Baptist

Rocks Baptist

Rose Union Baptist

Ruckersville Baptist

Salem Baptist, Sparta

Samuel Harris Memorial

Second Baptist, 
Petersburg

Second Baptist, 
Richmond

Skinquarter Baptist

St. Mark’s United 
Methodist

Starling Avenue Baptist

Straightstone Baptist

Sycamore Baptist

Talbot Park Baptist

The United Baptist

Tomahawk Baptist

Union Baptist 

Urbanna Baptist

Vienna Baptist

Wallers Baptist

Walnut Grove Baptist

Warrenton Baptist

West End Baptist

West Hampton Baptist

West Lynchburg Baptist

West Side Baptist

Westover Baptist

White Stone Baptist

Woodland Heights 
Baptist

Zoar Baptist

DONOR-ADVISED 
FUNDS 
All Soul’s Charlottesville

Alzheimer’s Association

American Foundation 
for the Prevention 
of Suicide

Appalachian College 
of Pharmacy

Appomattox Baptist 
Association

Area Congregations 
Together in Service

Baptist General 
Association of Virginia

Baptist General 
Association of Virginia, 
Camp Piankatank

Baptist General 
Association of Virginia, 
Disaster Relief - 
Hurricane Harvey

Baptist Joint Committee

Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Richmond

Baptist World Alliance

BCM, Virginia 
Commonwealth 
University

BCM, Virginia Tech

Bedford Hills 
Elementary School, 
Backpack Program

Bethlehem United 
Methodist

Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association

Blacksburg 
Baptist Church

Bluefield College

Bon Air Baptist 
Church – The Village

Bonsack Baptist Church

Bowling Green 
Fire & Rescue

Camp Alkulana

Camp Concord

Care Ministries –
Food Pantry

Caroline Care Group

Central Virginia 
Community College

Chesterfield 
Baptist Church

ChildHelp Inc.

Church Hill Activities 
& Tutoring

College Hill 
Baptist Church

Communities in Schools 
of Richmond, Inc.

Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship

Covington Baptist 
Church

CRM Empowering 
Leaders

Dabo’s All In Team 
Foundation

Dendron Baptist Church

Derbyshire Baptist 
Church

Duke University

Eastern NC Poverty 
Network

Eastern Star Home 
of Virginia

FeedMore

First Baptist 
Church, Gretna

First Baptist Church, 
Richmond

First Baptist Church, 
Waynesboro

First United Methodist 
Church of Champaign

Focus on the Family

Friends of Mukhanyo

Full Circle Grief Center

Gardner-Webb 
University

General Church 
Resource Association 
of United Methodist

George Washington 
National Masonic 
Memorial

Gideon’s International

Glen Allen Baptist 
Church

GlobalGiving

God’s Bible School 
and College

Henrico Police 
Athletic League

HopeTree Family 
Services

In His Wakes

International 
Mission Board

Interserve USA

James Madison 
University

Lee-McRae College

Liberty University

Main Street 
Baptist Church

Mary Washington 
Hospice

Masonic Home 
of Virginia

Millers Creek United 
Methodist Church

Mountain Empire 
Community College

Nazareth Evangelical 
College

Net Research 
Foundation

New Tribes Mission

Nigeria Baptist 
Association

North American 
Mission Board

North Carolina Fallen 
Firefighters Foundation

North Carolina Public 
Television Foundation

Oak Hill Academy

Occoneechee Council, 
Boy Scouts of America

Okatie Baptist Church

Old Hickory Council, 
Boy Scouts of America

Paralyzed Veterans 
of America

Petersburg Baptist 
Association

Poplar Springs 
Baptist Church

Pregnancy Resource 
Center Metro Richmond

Providence 
Baptist Church

Radford University

Relationship Foundation 
of Virginia

Richmond Center 
for Christian Study

Richmond Community 
ToolBank

Richmond Police 
Foundation

Richmond Symphony

River Road 
Church, Baptist

Saint Jude Research 
Children’s Hospital

Salem Baptist Church

Salvation Army - 
Alleghany Highlands

Samaritan’s Purse

Sandston Baptist Church

Shalom Baptist Church

Shriner’s Hospital 
for Children

Southampton 
Baptist Church

Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Southwest Virginia 
Community College

Spiritual Twist 
Productions

SwimRVA

The First Tee of 
Richmond

The Fuller Center 
for Housing

The Luv U Project

The Washington 
School for Girls

Union Mission of 
Roanoke Rapids

Union University

United Way of 
Greater Richmond

Victorious Living

Virginia Baptist 
Committed

Virginia Baptist 
Homes Foundation

Virginia Counselors 
Association Foundation

Virginia Institute 
of Pastoral Care

Virginia Wesleyan 
University

Wake Christian 
Academy

Walden University

War Horse for Veterans

Waynesboro 
Women’s Club

West Lynchburg 
Baptist Church

Westminster Canterbury 
Foundation

Wilkes County Library

Wilkes Heritage Museum

Wycliffe Bible 
Translators

Yadkin River Greenway

Youth Life Foundation 
of Richmond

MISSION 
AGENCIES

Appomattox Baptist 
Association

Augusta Baptist 
Association

Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries 

Baptist Extension Board

Baptist General 
Association of Virginia

Baptist Joint Committee 
for Religious Liberty

Baptist Ministry 
Assistants of Virginia

Baptist News Global

Baptist World Alliance

BCM, Longwood 
University

BCM, University of 
Mary Washington

BCM, Virginia Tech

Bethel Baptist Church 
Memorial Association

Camp Alkulana

Concord Baptist 
Association

Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship

Dover Baptist 
Association

Eagle Eyrie Baptist 
Conference Center

Eastover Baptist 
Assembly

HopeTree Family 
Services

International 
Mission Board

Lakewood Manor

Lebanon Baptist 
Association

LifeSpire

Lynchburg Baptist 
Association

Middle District 
Baptist Association

North American 
Mission Board

NorthStar Church 
Network

Petersburg Baptist 
Association

River City Faith Network

Roanoke Valley 
Baptist Association

Stateline Baptist 
Assembly, Inc.

Virginia Baptist 
Foundation

Virginia Baptist 
Historical Society

Virginia Baptist 
Homes Foundation

Woman’s Missionary 
Union Of Virginia

OTHERS

Altavista Volunteer 
Fire Department

American Bible Society

American Cancer 
Society

American Diabetes 
Association

American Red Cross

Americans United 
For Separation Of 
Church and State

Annandale Christians 
for Community Action

Baptist Temple Church 
Endowment Fund

Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association

Brookneal Volunteer 
Fire Department

Centra Health 
Foundation

Children’s Bible 
Ministries of Virginia, Inc.

Children’s Home 
Society Of Virginia

Children’s Hospital

Christmas Mother’s Fund

Connie Maxwell 
Children’s Home

County of Stafford

Crewe-Burkeville 
Recreation

Crewe Church of 
the Nazarene

Crewe Volunteer 
Fire Department

Culpeper County Library

Culpeper Regional 
Hospital

Edmarc Hospice 
For Children

Evington Volunteer 
Fire Department

FBC, Richmond 
Benevolent Association

Gladys Volunteer 
Fire Department

Gretna Volunteer 
Fire Department

Guidestone Financial 
Resources

Habitat for 
Humanity, Altavista/
Campbell County

Hurt Volunteer Fire 
Department

Masonic Home

Nottoway County 
Emergency Squad

Nottoway County 
Weekday Religious 
Program

Oasis Social Ministry

Patrick Henry Boys 
& Girls Homes

Pleasant View 
Homes, Inc.

Relationship Foundation 
of Virginia

Renan Volunteer 
Fire Department

Revitalization for 
Greater Gretna

Salvation Army

Sheltering Arms

Shriner’s Hospital 
for Children

The Cameron 
Foundation

The Hermitage 
at Cedarfield

The United Baptist 
Church Foundation Inc.

Tidewater Teachers 
Music Forum

Town of Burkeville

Town of Crewe

United Methodist 
Foundation

Virginia Tech 
Foundation, Inc.

Virginia United 
Methodist Homes, Inc.

Waynesboro/
Augusta Woman’s 
Club Foundation

World Literature 
Crusade

World Vision, 
International

SCHOOLS   

American Public 
University

Averett University

Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Richmond

Bethel College

Bluefield College

Bluefield State College

Bucknell University

California Baptist 
University

Campbell University 
Divinity School

Central Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Central Virginia 
Community College

Christopher Newport 
University

Clear Creek Baptist 
Bible College

Clemson University

East Tennessee 
State University

Eastern Mennonite 
University

Fork Union Military 
Academy

Gardner-Webb 
University

George Mason 
University

Georgetown College

Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary

Hampden-Sydney 
College

Hargrave Military 
Academy

Howard University

James Madison 
University

John Tyler Community 
College

Le Tourneau University

Liberty University

Lincoln Memorial 
University College of 
Veterinary Medicine

Longwood University

Louisiana State 
University

Lynchburg College

Marshall University

Mercer University

Milligan College

New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary

North Carolina 
State University

Oak Hill Academy

Oasis Social Ministry

Old Dominion University

Ouachita Baptist 
University

Radford University

Randolph-Macon 
College

Rappahannock 
Community College

Regent University

Richard Bland College

Shenandoah University

Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Southwest Baptist 
Theological Seminary

Southwest Virginia 
Community College

Stetson University

The College of 
William and Mary

Tidewater Community 
College

Union University

University of Mary 
Washington

University of Richmond

University of Virginia

Vanderbilt Divinity 
School

Virginia Commonwealth 
University

Virginia Military Institute

Virginia Tech

Virginia Wesleyan 
University

Wake Forest 
Divinity School

West Virginia University

Widener University

Your stewardship:  
Impacting generations for Christ

2 0 1 7
CHARITABLE
BENEFICIARIES
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by Lynn Kirk
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SINCE THE AGE OF 14, WILL JOYCE HAS BEEN 

FASCINATED WITH EMERGENCY MEDICINE. 

NOW, THANKS TO SCHOLARSHIPS FROM 

VIRGINIA BAPTIST FOUNDATION AND A 

DEGREE IN NURSING, HIS CAREER HAS 

TAKEN OFF — AND HE’S SAVING LIVES IN 

THE PROCESS.

A  C A R E E R  T A K E S

FLIGHT

J
A

Y
 P

A
U

L



23imagine I spring 201822 vbfinc.org

The ever-growing crowd heard the Life-Guard 10 

helicopter before seeing it. Thrumming sounds of its 

rotor blades resonated through the hushed silence, 

growing louder and louder as the aircraft approached. 

Bystanders were mesmerized as it came into view 

and slowly circled overhead. There was no airstrip 

and native pines bordered the roadway, so thanks to 

ground support, the pilot safely landed the helicopter 

in a nearby field. 

The moment the aircraft touched ground, the medical 

team disembarked and headed straight to the victim. 

They remained calm and confident as they followed 

protocol. The flight crew worked with the ground 

crew to help continue stabilizing the patient, and they 

prepared him for transport in the waiting aircraft. 

The flight to Carilion Roanoke Memorial Hospital 

lasted only 13 minutes, for the helicopter traveled 

at impressive speeds—up to 137 knots or 160 mph—

and was equipped with an extraordinary night-vision 

system. While the paramedic provided advanced life 

support with motions of precision, made necessary 

by the limited cabin space, the flight nurse radioed 

ahead so the hospital staff would be fully prepared 

for the patient’s arrival. 

Once again, the pilot landed the helicopter with 

confidence, this time on the hospital’s rooftop 

helipad. The air crew immediately transported the 

patient to the ER. Though the crew may have saved 

the patient’s life, they probably never saw him again. 

Their focus is not to dwell on the past, but to prepare 

for the next call … and the next. Some shifts the flight 

crews handle up to six patients. If you ask them, they 

probably would confide their job is challenging and 

sometimes stressful, but it is the job they love to do.

22

PICTURE THIS ... IT WAS 2 A.M., YET THE BACKCOUNTRY ROAD WAS ABLAZE WITH LIGHT. 

Not the steady glow from street lamps, but the ominous flashing lights from emergency vehicles 

– the fire trucks, police cars and an ambulance that had rushed to the scene. Reasons for the 

single-car accident were yet unknown, because the first responders had but one goal: to save 

the motorist’s life. Even a glance from afar confirmed the need for advanced medical care, for the 

driver appeared to be critically injured. Fortunately for everyone, additional help was on the way. 

EMS FLIGHT NURSE
Will Joyce is proud to wear a 
Nomex® flight suit, as well as the 
title RN. His interest in emergency 
medicine began at age 14, when 
a fireman from Will’s hometown 
of Martinsville invited him to the 
local firehouse. “The eliteness of 
fire and EMS service sounded so 
cool,” Will said. “At any given night, 
only eight to 12 people are on duty 
to cover medical emergencies for 
a town with more than 10,000 
people! It struck me that a small 
group has responsibility for so 
many.” Enthralled by it all, Will 
signed up for the firehouse-
sponsored Explorer Program, 
which he said opened a whole new 
world for him. 

As soon as Will turned 16, he 
enrolled in an EMT (emergency 
medical technician) program 
– an intense commitment for a 
teen. With new-found passion, 
he successfully completed six 
months of curriculum, 110 hours of 
classroom instruction, 10 hours of 
ambulance field experience, plus 
10 hours of ER clinical exposure. 
“The more time I spent in the ER 
and on the ambulance, the more I 
wanted to be there,” Will shared. 
Somehow, he juggled the EMT 
training while completing high 
school one semester early. 

At age 17, Will followed the 
footsteps of his father and cousins 
by enlisting in the military. He 
survived Marine boot camp on 
Parris Island (which he admits was 
tough!), and then was stationed 
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at the Cherry Point Marine Corps Air 
Station. There, he worked as a mechanic 
on the AV-8B Harrier single-pilot jet. 
Even during full-time military service, 
Will volunteered. He typically got off at 
two o’clock in the morning and drove 
straight to the county fire department, 
where he spent his off-duty time 
running emergency calls. “The Marines 
taught me how to endure hardship, but 
the firemen inspired me to embrace 
challenge,” he said. 

After completing a four-year stint in 
the Marines, Will decided to work 
full time for an ambulance service in 
Martinsville, assisting with EMS and 
hospital transfers. Shortly thereafter, he 
enrolled at Jefferson College of Health 

Sciences in Roanoke. College tuition 
was high, and his income was not, so 
Will made a smart decision. At the 
start of his sophomore year, he began 
volunteering at the Cave Spring Fire 
Department. He lived at the firehouse 
weekdays during school and traveled 
home to Martinsville on weekends. 
He spent lots of time studying, riding 
the fire engine and ambulance and 
gleaning wisdom from his ever-growing 
camaraderie of firemen.

Will completed his associate of science 
degree and enrolled at the Danville 
Regional School of Nursing. Even with a 
full course load, Will continued to serve 
the community, volunteering at the 
Henry County and Pittsylvania County 

WHAT IS 
HIS PLAN 
FOR YOU?
The Lord tells us 

through His Word:

“ For I know the plans I have 

for you, plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and 

a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

Christian students across 

Virginia hear God’s calling 

and yearn to follow 

His plan. However, like 

Will Joyce, many lack 

financial resources. 

Perhaps God’s plan for you 

is to help them fulfill their 

Christ-centered goals? 

Start with encouragement 

and faithful prayer. Then, 

consider supporting the 

VBF Scholarship Fund. 

It’s easy. It’s impactful. 

And, it’s life changing … 

for them, as well as you. 

Visit vbfinc.org and 
click on “Donate,” or 
call (804) 672-8862. 

firehouses on weekends. 
His persistence paid off in 
2010, when he obtained his 
RN license in the state of 
Virginia. 

The RN accreditation 
opened new doors for Will. 
He was hired by Lewis Gale 
Medical Center in Salem, 
where he worked in the 
ER for three years. Seeking 
advancement, he explored 
career opportunities 
in North Carolina and 
Washington, D.C. Unlike 
most, Will’s relocation 
decision involved more than 
the job itself. He visited fire 
stations in both regions 
because “a firehouse he 
could call home” was just 
as important as the job 
for which he was being 

considered. The Berwyn Heights Fire 
Department in Prince George’s County, 
Maryland, impressed him most,  
so he accepted the D.C. job. 

Today, Will is a certified flight nurse 
for Carilion Clinic Life-Guard and is 
stationed at Life-Guard 10 in Franklin 
County. Life-Guard 10 is a Eurocopter (EC 
135) that carries one pilot, one paramedic 
and one nurse. Crews work twenty-four-
hour shifts and may transport patients 
to hospitals across the state of Virginia, 
and sometimes into West Virginia, North 
Carolina and Tennessee.  

According to Will, caring for patients in a 
hospital is quite different than caring for 
them in an ambulance or helicopter. “The 
biggest difference nursing-wise is logistics 

and resources,” he said. No doctor travels 
with them, so until the flight team arrives 
at the hospital, any questions or calls for 
assistance are conducted by radio. “The 
flight crews are highly trained, though, 
so we try to provide the highest level of 
care,” he shared.

Throughout all, Will relies on his faith. 
As a child, he and his family attended 
McCabe Memorial Baptist Church in 
Martinsville. He was baptized around 
third grade and received a personal Bible 
signed by all his church buddies when, 
years later, he left for boot camp. Will’s 
faith helped him through those hard 
times and continues to support him now.

“I was 15 years old when I saw my first 
fatality in a house fire,” recalled Will. 
“I see a lot of death and misfortune – 
more than the average citizen.” After 
witnessing many fatalities and near-
death accidents, Will shared, “I take 
comfort in knowing things happen for a 
reason and through Jesus Christ, there is 
life after death.”

SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT
Student loans and scholarships helped 
Will achieve his career goal as an 
emergency-care nurse. In particular, he 
credits the Virginia Baptist Foundation 
for the scholarships awarded him. “When 
they gave me scholarships, it de-stressed 
my life so I could focus more on my 
studies than my finances,” he noted.

Once employed full time, Will decided 
to donate back to the scholarship fund 
that had helped him during his own 
career journey. “I was out of school, 
living and working on my own. It was the 
perfect time to give back,” he recalled. 
“I responded to the VBF letter asking for 
donation support, and they made it easy. 

“I love my job—it’s the best I ever had—
so, what a great thing that I can now help 
the same people who helped me.”  

COLLEGE TUITION WAS HIGH, AND HIS INCOME WAS NOT, SO WILL MADE A SMART DECISION. AT THE START 

OF HIS SOPHOMORE YEAR, HE BEGAN VOLUNTEERING AT THE CAVE SPRING FIRE DEPARTMENT. HE LIVED 

AT THE FIREHOUSE WEEKDAYS DURING SCHOOL AND TRAVELED HOME TO MARTINSVILLE ON WEEKENDS. 

VBF scholarships 

encourage students 

pursuing God’s plan for 

their lives. 

Will Joyce and his fiancée, Niki
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C E O’S

C O R N E R 

What are some of the 
easiest ways to give?

By Ron Hall

Placing a gift in the offering plate is not the only way to give to your church. 

According to the Virginia Baptist Annual Report, the average BGAV church member 

contributes $13.44 a week. That’s about $700 a year. In contrast to an outright 

gift to your church, a planned gift may be easier than you think and provide a 

stream of income for years to come. According to the “Chronicle of Philanthropy,” 

the average charitable bequest gift today is approximately $70,000. Based on 

these statistics, a planned gift is worth considering as a great way to support your 

church or other ministries. Here are a few of the least complicated giving options.

Bequest 
Nationally, about 

90 percent of all 

planned gifts 

to churches, 

educational 

institutions, 

hospitals, museums, etc. come from 

bequest gifts. While other types of 

contribution slow or dip during a 

recession, bequest giving actually 

increases during economic downturns. 

Consider supporting or advancing the 

ministries of your church through your 

last will and testament or other estate-

planning devices.

IRA & 
401(k)  
You probably 

have heard 

that recently 

enacted 

legislation 

made permanent the qualified charitable 

distribution amount ceiling. If you 

have reached the age of 70-1/2 and are 

required to take minimum distributions 

from your retirement account, you can 

distribute up to $100,000 a year from 

your individual retirement account or 

simplified employee pension IRA to your 

church or another qualified charity.

Donor-
Advised Fund 

Referred to as 

a way to “bring 

foundations to 

the everyday 

man,” this 

increasingly popular instrument 

(250,000 nationally with a value of $80 

billion) enables donors to extend their 

stewardship, organize their charitable 

giving, involve loved ones in the gifting 

process and support the charities 

important to them.

 Real Estate 
Gift   
Gifting 

marketable 

property (raw 

land, building 

or residence) 

can provide 

great benefits to the donor, including 

bypassing capital gains, reducing income 

or estate taxes, creating an income 

stream for the donors and their loved 

ones, and supporting your church or 

other charities.

Securities  
With the strong performance of the stock 

markets in 

2017, it may be 

particularly 

advantageous 

to make gifts 

of highly 

appreciated 

securities to 

your church. 

Securities 

held for at 

least a year will bypass capital gains 

and income taxes. The gift amount is 

determined by the fair-market value on 

the date the securities are gifted and is 

another easy way to give to your church. 

Life  
Insurance 
Policy   
Donors can 

name their 

church or 

another favorite 

charity as beneficiary of a policy, assign 

annual dividends to a charity, or gift 

a policy on which they are paying 

premiums to charity. The gift of “the 

miracle of a piece of paper and a drop 

of ink” is an easy, flexible and often 

economical way to give obsolete policies 

to your church.

Other Ways  
to Give   
Antique 

automobiles, 

artwork and 

statuaries, coin and 

stamp collections, 

mineral and music 

rights, patents, sports and historical 

memorabilia, etc. can be given to support 

your church or favorite charity. 

Finally, pastors and church leaders, recall 

the admonition of James 4:2, “You do not 

have because you do not ask.” A national 

survey has found that 70 percent of 

donors who made a planned gift did so 

because they were asked. Encourage your 

church members to 

think beyond the 

offering plate about 

their resources and 

their willingness to 

give. The foundation 

can help. Ron Hall  
CEO
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Charles Foster flew his crop duster 

with precision, zooming in and out 

over field after field of tobacco. A white 

cloud trailed his single-

engine plane, visible proof 

that pesticide was being 

applied. It was around 

the late 1950s, and the 

location was Red House, 

a small community due 

south of Appomattox. 

Charles primarily dusted 

his family’s and neighbors’ fields by 

request, including James Bennett’s 

Knoll Crest Farm, just a couple miles 

down the road. “Charles loved to fly, 

but it would make you nervous just 

watching,” James recalled. “I’ve seen 

him fly under, versus over, electric lines 

to get as close to the crops as he could. 

Sometimes he would cut off the plane 

and fly even lower, so I could point out 

which field I wanted sprayed next.” 

CO-PILOTS
FOR CHRIST

From a young age, Charles helped care 
for the dairy cattle at Keyacre Farm, 
the homestead owned by his family for 
generations, perhaps back to the 1880s. 
“They milked cows and processed milk in 
their small plant right on the farm,” James 

said, remembering years gone by. 
“They had white milk and 
even chocolate milk. Later, 
they added a delivery 
service that distributed it 
throughout the area.” 

Charles and James were 
lifelong friends, and as 
youngsters they went 
together to 4-H and FFA. 
It was no surprise when 
Charles (and James) achieved 
the American Farmer Degree, 
which was awarded to the top 
one percent of all FFA students. 
“Charles was committed to 

excellence – that’s one thing he was 
known for,” James said.

Charles enjoyed operating farm equipment 
almost as much as flying. “He became a 
die-hard John Deere fan, too – even had a 
John Deere mailbox,” James said. Recalling 
yet another memory, James shared, “One 
time, Charles bought a double hay rake 
that was orange. Before he even brought it 
home, he took it and had it painted green” 
like his John Deere paraphernalia. Brad 
Phillips, co-owner of Phillips Equipment 
Company in Rustburg, validated Charles’ 
love of everything John Deere. “I knew 
Charles close to 50 years,” he said. “Our 
family sold equipment to him, which he 
used on his family farm.” Brad also helped 
with the Foster estate, but that part of the 
legacy occurred years later.
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donor-advised 
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by Lynn Kirk
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FROM FARM TO FLIGHT
Charles’ passion for aviation may have 
started with crop dusting, but his 
dream didn’t end there. He completed 
training with Atlantic Aviation and 
was hired by Piedmont Airlines as 
a professional pilot in 1962. His first 
assignments were flying prop planes 
out of Lynchburg Airport.

At that same airport, Joan Shrader 
entered Charles’ life – what better place 
for a pilot to meet his future bride? 
Joan hailed from neighboring Amherst 
County and worked at the ChapStick 
company (a product developed in the 
1880s by a Lynchburg physician). She 
was at the airport in the middle of a 
flying lesson when a handsome pilot, 
dressed in full uniform, drove up in his 
flashy red Thunderbird. He definitely 
caught Joan’s eye, and she told many-
a-friend that he was the best-looking 
man she had ever seen! They dated 
and soon were married at Ginter Park 

Methodist Church in Richmond, which 

was pastored by their friend.

The couple built a good life together, 

surrounded by friends from their 

community and church. Charles 

advanced his career and began flying 

737s out of Roanoke Airport. There was a 

stipulation that a pilot’s home be within 

50 miles of the airport, so the couple 

bought a home in Lynchburg. Regardless, 

their off hours were typically spent at 

his family farm back in Red House. 

Charles supported Joan’s desire to fly, 

and she earned her pilot’s license for 

single-engine planes. “Only thing is, 

she soloed once and never flew again,” 

Brad shared. Meanwhile, Charles flew 

with Piedmont and USAir for 21 years, 

retiring in 1983. After 36 years of 

employment, Joan retired from A. H. 

Robins, which had acquired ChapStick. 

Retirement enabled the couple to focus 

once again on Keyacre Farm. They 

increased their land holdings to around 

1,000 acres and planted hay and grain 

for their livestock. “Much of their farm 

work involved operating two John 

Deere tractors with Charles baling hay 

and Joan raking hay – a team effort 

complementing each other,” James said. 

“We automatically thought of Charles 

and Joan as one, because they were so 

very much together.” 

Instead of continuing the family 

tradition of dairy cows, however, they 

opted for black Angus. At one time, they 

had about 200 head of cattle. “He was a 

purebred, registered Angus breeder who 

had some valuable animals,” James said. 

Shelton Miles, owner and operator of 

River Bluff Farm, knew the Fosters 

primarily through the Campbell County 

Cattlemen’s Association. “They were 

the founders and he the first president 

of the association, which met for 

fellowship and education,” Shelton 

said. “Back in the day, the association 

wasn’t as financially strong, so if 
ever it was short of operating funds, 
Charles and Joan kept it going. They 
were determined not to let it die – they 
wanted it to be as strong and effective 
as it could be. They also shepherded 
younger members into leadership. Joan 
was the secretary: a fixture who always 
sat in the same spot and kept the 
minutes and constitution, so everything 
perked along. They also hosted 
association picnics at their farm.”

Large, fun-filled gatherings at Keyacre 
Farm were not unusual. The events, 
set up in an emptied equipment shed, 
overflowed outdoors when the crowd 
swelled. “They were community 
people,” Brad said. “They would have 
big dinners on their farm with 50 
to 60 guests from all walks of life.” 
James added, “We’d gather there mid-
summer, and people from everywhere 
would show up. Charles would set up 
a five-gallon ice-cream maker that was 
run by a putt-putt motor.”

The Fosters had no children of 
their own, so they doted on others’ 
youngsters. Joan especially loved to 
take children to the farm to see all 
their animals: not only the cows, 
but also goats, cats, and her two pet 
donkeys. On Sundays, she sat in the 
back corner of their church, and all the 
kids stopped by for candy. Years later, 
Joan provided funds for an incredible 
playground at Providence Baptist 
Church, which youngsters still enjoy 
today. “They knew children were the 
future, and they were very generous 
and gracious people,” shared Ron Hall, 
VBF CEO.

Some suggest Charles was reserved, 
but not his wife. “Joan was a character,” 
Brad noted with a chuckle. “She had an 
autograph book with all the country 

singers’ autographs.” One time, she met 

Ronald Regan, prior to his presidency, 

and got his autograph, too.

The couple shared yet another passion: 

baseball. Imagine their excitement when 

Calvin Falwell (Rev. Jerry Falwell’s brother) 

asked Charles to fly him to a meeting to 

purchase a minor league team. “Charles 

and Joan were very prominent during 

baseball season,” James said. “They had 

Once a doctor flew his 

private plane to the farm 

to pick up fresh milk, 

since his residence wasn’t 

included on the Fosters’ 

delivery route. Though 

details are few, the plane 

apparently crashed, and 

Charles helped pull the 

doctor from the wreckage. 

In response, the Civil Air 

Patrol awarded Charles a 

M EDAL 
    OF VALOR.
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we live, and then it will go to missions.”

Eight years ago, at age 80, Charles died 

of an aneurysm, like his father before 

him. Brad and his wife enjoyed a close 

friendship with Joan for another three 

years, during which the widow asked 

Brad to serve as executor of her estate. 

When Joan died in 2015, her obituary 

continued the tradition of generosity. 

Instead of flowers, memorial 

contributions were welcomed for 

The Charles T. Foster Scholarship 

Fund, which aids students pursuing 

agricultural degrees, or to a charity of 

one’s choice.

“They did everything they could in 

the community – even visited other 

churches in the neighborhood for song 

services and fundraisers because they 

wanted to support them,” Brad said. 

“They also gave generous gifts several 

times to organizations, churches and 

nonprofits in the community, but they 

wanted no publicity.” The Fosters’ 

overall estate, along with auctioned 

items, totaled around $2.5 million. 

“They wanted to see their money work, 

so they left it in the VBF fund, most of 

which was divided among  

area churches.”

a box and invited friends to join them 
for an evening outing.” The Fosters also 
cultivated a strong friendship with the 
team itself, which today is known as the 
Lynchburg Hillcats. 

GENEROSITY REACHES 
NEW HEIGHTS
The Fosters were active church 
members, and Charles served as a 
deacon. “They had a tremendous faith 
and love for Christ, and they showed 
it,” said Rev. Alden Hicks, who pastored 
Providence and other Baptist churches 
during his 60-plus years of ministry. 

“They were very generous and mission-

minded.” Rev. Hicks shared that the 

couple’s donation to the Appomattox 

Association enabled the purchase of 

a portable laundry trailer. Today, the 

trailer continues to be used for missions 

involving post-disaster relief. It is 

driven to areas in need, so residents can 

launder their clothes for work. 

Desiring to continue their generosity 

even after death, Charles contacted the 

Virginia Baptist Foundation for help with 

estate planning. The couple established 

a donor-advised fund named the Charles 

T. & Joan S. Foster Charitable Gift Fund, 

which to this day provides funds to 

Providence Baptist Church, Appomattox 

Baptist Association, Cooperative 

Baptist Fellowship and Virginia Baptist 

Foundation.

“I know VBF, they’re trustworthy,” 

said Rev. Alden Hicks, a retired pastor 

and former Virginia Baptist mission 

resource consultant. “With VBF, you 

get good advice and good investments. 

They do a tremendous job for a lot of 

people.” Rev. Hicks’ recommendation is 

supported by example, for he and his 

wife set up their own trust through VBF. 

He readily shared, “It pays us as long as 

Recently, a group from Providence 
Baptist Church was preparing for a 
mission trip to Texas, in response to 
that state’s devastating floods. During 
a related finance meeting, James 
reminded the seven volunteers that 
two others would be accompanying 
them, at least in spirit. “The funds 
Charles and Joan left the church are 
helping to finance this trip,” James 
reminded the mission team. “Their 
funds are still actively helping today.”

Harvey Elder, another close friend who 
knew Charles all his life, shared these 
closing sentiments: “Charles and his 
wife were dedicated to visiting the sick 

and shut-ins around his community 
and Brookneal. They were Christians 
in all their dealings, as shown in how 
they left their estate after their death. 
They are missed but enjoying riches in 
heaven now.” 

Charles and Joan, both pilots in life, are 
now eternal co-pilots for Christ.  

Joan gifted this amazing playground 

to Providence Baptist Church in loving 

memory of her husband, Charles. 

Far above: The Fosters’ donor-advised 

fund supports relief efforts, including 

a missions trip to Texas following 

Hurricane Harvey and a mobile 

laundry trailer that has responded  

to multiple disasters.

The Fosters’ gift to Providence 

Baptist Church has helped fund 

mission trips, including this one 

in 2017 to Ghana, where members 

baptized 81 people in a single day.

“ The two of them 

genuinely lived their faith 

every day, like it was their 

LI FE’S 
WORK
 Even at the end of 

life, they were thinking 

about other people, and 

[through their trust,] their 

gifts continue to live,” 

said Ron Hall, VBF CEO. 
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The tidewater community of Jamaica brims with 
freshwater streams that feed the Rappahannock 
River and eventually the Chesapeake Bay. Prominent 
and plentiful, these waterways influence the lives 
and livelihoods of area residents, 
including Letcher Roy Ware, who 
was born there in 1921. 

As a young man, Roy worked at 
the Southside Marine boatyard, 
which is known today as the 
Urbanna Port Marina. Roy was 
18 years old when World War II 
broke out, and not surprisedly 
he served in the U.S. Navy. Post-
war, he returned home and 
found employment at the Naval 
Weapons Station, located on the 
York River. At that time, it was 
one of the Navy’s major East 
Coast ordinance facilities. For 
many years, Roy and his friend 
Shep Chowning shared the 70-
mile, round-trip commute from 
their homes to Yorktown.

Roy married Mable Blender 
Ward, who lived about 14 miles 
down the road in Urbanna. The 
couple moved into her family’s 
homeplace: a modest two-
story house on Rappahannock 
Avenue. Relatives shared the 
residence, including Blender’s 

brother, who lived there until his marriage, and 
her deaf sister, who received the couple’s care 
until her death. It was here that Roy and Blender 
raised their only child, Lucille.

“Blender worked as a custodian 
at Urbanna Baptist Church for 
a number of years,” recalled 
church member June Williams. 
“She was very quiet and stayed 
home most of the time to wait on 
family members who lived with 
them.” June’s husband, Jimmie, 
was the church treasurer, so 
Roy stopped by their house once 
a month to pick up Blender’s 
paycheck. “Roy was quiet too, 
until he got to know you,” June 
said. “When he visited with us, 
he’d just sit and talk and talk. 
He was a great guy.”

Later in life, Blender developed 
a serious kidney ailment that 
required dialysis. Rather than 
traveling back and forth to a 
medical center for treatment, 
Roy emptied a room at their 
house and set up the dialysis 
equipment for home care. Unfor-
tunately, Blender succumbed to 
the disease. Roy’s daughter, who 
had married, also experienced 
an early death. 

Roy always 
lived well below 
his means. His 
lifestyle reflected 
his unassuming 
character.

Sick and alone, Roy Ware returned to Urbanna Baptist Church 

toward the end of his life. The church responded. When he passed, 

he left a remarkable gift that shocked the entire community.
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Roy’s humble lifestyle reflected his 
unassuming character. “He didn’t buy 
new vehicles either,” recalled Pete 
Robins, a late-in-life friend. “He drove an 
old Ford truck.” For reasons unknown, 
Roy always lived well below his means. 

After his job at the Naval Weapons 
Station, Roy worked as a contract house 
painter in Middlesex and Lancaster 
counties. Customers recalled that Roy 
always whistled while he worked. He 
also enjoyed telling tales to anyone who 
would listen.

While his health allowed, Roy 
propagated and raised specimen English 
boxwood shrubs, some of which he 
sold for extra income. He also raised 
vegetables in gardens at his home and 
at Pine Tree. “His vegetables were his 
pride and joy,” June said. “He allowed 
people in town to come around and get 
the vegetables,” Pete added. “He gave 
a lot of it away.” One summer, after 
planting tomatoes near cantaloupes, Roy 
proudly harvested gigantic tomatoes. 
One weighed in at 2.5 pounds! “Ware 
speculates that the two fruits cross-
pollinated and produced the humongous 
tomatoes,” reported Fred Gaskins in the “Southside 
Sentinel, Urbanna.” The 1992 article featured a photo 
of Roy with two “killer tomatoes” and recorded that 
he chuckled when he said, “’Next year, I’m gonna’ set 
them beside watermelons and see how big they get.’”  

Roy determinedly, yet discreetly grew something else 
during his life: his savings. “When the term ended on 

his CD, he’d shop several banks to 

maximize his interest,” June said. 

“Then he’d stop by and I’d figure the 

interest rate for him. He confided in 

Jimmie and me because he didn’t 

have anyone else close by.” 

FAITH IN ACTION 

Though Roy was a long-time member 

of Urbanna Baptist Church (UBC), he 

didn’t attend for many years. During 

Roy’s senior years, the UBC deacons 

visited the widower and personally 

invited him to return. Roy responded 

positively, and thereafter he regularly 

attended Sunday School and worship 

services – sometimes Wednesday 

night dinners, too. Before long, Roy 

confided to a few church members, 

“I feel like I’m back home again!” 

Eventually Roy’s health no longer 

allowed him to drive to church, so 

several members readily responded 

to his needs. Pete took him to 

Wednesday night dinners, while 

others took turns driving him to 

doctors’ appointments. “When Roy 

became sick, I was number one on the phone list, so 

he would call me, and I would carry him to Gloucester 

Hospital,” Pete said. Roy’s mind continued to be strong, 

but not his body. “He would be so sick, yet he would 

talk and talk and talk the whole 20 minutes to the 

hospital,” Pete said. “He was a nice ‘ole fellow, and I 

guess he enjoyed some companionship.” 

Pete and Charlie Shiflett often mowed Roy’s yard and 
helped in the gardens. “Deacons are servants, and 
we are supposed to serve the people in our church,” 
Pete explained. And they did, for several years.

Roy signed his will on February 3, 2011 and died two 
years later at age 91. His philanthropic intentions 
were not made public until after his death, and the 
beneficiaries were quite surprised:

“… I give, devise and bequeath unto the Urbanna Volunteer 

Fire Department, the lot that I own on U.S. State Route 

#602 at Pine Tree in Middlesex County, Virginia.

“All of the rest and residue of my estate, whether real 

or personal of whatsoever nature and wheresoever sit-

uated, I give, devise and bequeath unto Urbanna Baptist 

Church, Urbanna, Virginia ...”

The UBC trustees and members were shocked Roy 
had left the church most of his estate – and it was 

valued at six figures! The sale of Roy’s home, 

pickup truck and other personal possessions—

along with bank accounts and certificates of 

deposit—totaled nearly $434,000. “We knew he 

had a little something, but you’d think he didn’t 

have money enough to buy a loaf of bread,” June 

said. However, through a life of hard work, frugal 

saving and faithful stewardship, this modest 

man provided a generous gift after death. In 

fact, his generosity birthed the Urbanna Baptist 

Church Endowment Fund. 

“Mr. Ware’s example sets a new paradigm in 

Christian stewardship for UBC,” said Pastor 

Jonathan Davis (church pastor at the time) in the 

UBC Newsletter. “His openhandedness furthers 

UBC’s ministry in perpetuity, hopefully inspiring 

all of us towards extravagant generosity.”

Left: Blender and Roy Ware 

Below: Roy stands in front of a 

boxwood, one of his specialties.

Though Roy 
was a long-
time member 
of Urbanna 
Baptist Church, 
he didn’t attend 
for many years. 
During his 
senior years, the 
deacons visited 
the widower 
and personally 
invited him 
to return. 

“ We knew he 
had a little 
something, but 
you’d think 
he didn’t have 
money enough 
to buy a loaf 
of bread.”

Though Roy had siblings in other parts of the state, he was alone 

in Urbanna. So, he sold the house that now echoed with emptiness 

and built a smaller, one-story cinder block structure on the lot next 

door. It was heated by an oil stove and cooled by window unit, 

which apparently was just fine for him.
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One of the first projects funded by the endowment was 
a prayer garden at the church. The garden’s focal point is 
a bench situated in a grassy area, which invites visitors 
to sit and pray. “It’s still a work in progress,” Geanie said, 
but future enhancements will include a plaque honoring 
Roy and boxwoods like those he used to grow.

Another initiative funded by the Roy Ware Endowment 
was a wall mural of Noah’s Ark, which colorfully brightens 
the corridor near the church’s nursery and daycare 
center. The latter is an important element of the church’s 
community outreach, and the biblical decal welcomes 
parents and children as they enter the building.

In addition, the endowment has provided support 
for those in need, including UBC members and those 
assisted by the BGAV disaster-relief fund and the WMU 
human-trafficking program. It also has supported the 
Middlesex County Social Services Rapid Rehousing 
Program (which offers local citizens assistance with 
housing stability) and Hands Across Middlesex (which 
provides food, clothing, housewares, emergency home 
repairs and ramps for clients with medical needs). 

Years ago, members of Urbanna Baptist Church 
demonstrated Christian love and compassion when 
Roy was in need. He expressed his gratitude in an 
unexpected, yet powerful way: by naming the church 
in his will. “Because we now have this endowment, 
others have chosen to make their memorials to the 
endowment fund,” Geanie said. 

So, like the creeks and rivers of Roy’s childhood, his 
estate gifts are streams of stewardship that continually 
flow. They faithfully feed and renew the greater body 
while supporting life abundant. 
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BECAUSE 
THEY GAVE 
By Jeff Ukrop

When I was growing up with three siblings, I would 

jockey for position during Sunday morning worship 

service in hopes of being the child who would place 

my parents’ tithing envelope in the offering plate. 

Mom and Dad would always remind us to place the 

envelope face down as it wasn’t the next person’s 

business what was written on the envelope’s face. 

With the growth of electronic giving, things have 

changed in tithing, but one thing has not: the lesson 

we learned about giving to the Lord carries on. The 

learning came from what was discussed from the 

pulpit and from the actions observed. My wife and I 

tithe, in part, because of the example set years ago 

in the pews of a church in Richmond. 

Even with technology, it can be easy to recognize 
tithing reinforced every Sunday, but how do 
congregations see charitable planning modeled? The 
more something is discussed, taught and celebrated, 
the more likely it is to be replicated. Churches 
celebrate and promote many opportunities related 
to worship, service and stewardship, but the one 
topic often overlooked is charitable planning. Most 
churches have received a planned gift (bequest, 
charitable remainder trust, gift of life insurance, etc.), 
but many of these churches fail to do two things:

1.  Celebrate with the congregation the ministry 
influence of the gift (even doing so anonymously)

2.  Educate the congregation on how simple 
charitable planning can be.

As a result, not many church members, at their passing, 
are directing planned gifts to their home church. Like it 
or not, it is simply easier to give at death; typically, the 
largest ministry gifts arrive when someone passes. 

Is your church educating members on these 
charitable opportunities, so individuals know how 
to extend the cause of Christ as they go to meet 
Him? Through workshops and resources, VBF is 
available to help your church improve charitable 
messaging so members can learn how to charitably 
plan, just like many of us learned from our parents 
how to tithe. Imagine folks 
jockeying for position at the 
attorney’s office in order to 
update their wills to include 
charitable intent!

Call VBF today to schedule 
a charitable planning 
presentation for your church: 
(804) 672-8862.

Jeff Ukrop 
Development Officer

Churches celebrate and promote many opportunities related to worship, service 

and stewardship, but the one topic most often overlooked is charitable planning. 

GENEROSITY  
AT WORK
Roy left no directives as to 
how his estate’s proceeds 
should be spent, so UBC 
established an endowment 
committee. “It was a 
learning experience,” said 
Geanie Longest, committee 
member and church treasurer. “First, we worked on the 
[endowment] guidelines.” The committee said they relied 
on prayer and the Holy Spirit when deciding to invest funds 
with Virginia Baptist Foundation. The nonprofit organization 
provided professional guidance that supported the church’s 
goals. Today, interest from the Roy Ware Endowment 
is annually distributed according to church members’ 
recommendations and the committee’s directives. 

ROY WARE 
ENDOWMENT 
PROJECTS:

Prayer garden

Children’s mural

Support for UBC 
members in need

BGAV disaster 
relief

Middlesex County 
Social Services 
Rapid Rehousing 
Program

Hands Across 
Middlesex
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MIRACULOUS GENEROSITY explores how God transforms our humble gifts into 

modern-day miracles when we step out in faith. Narrated by Baptist leaders from 

across the state, this one-hour, video-based seminar blends timeless truths from 

the Bible with modern-day examples to  demonstrate how God can use even 

our smallest gifts to change the world. This powerful seminar can change an 

individual's attitude about generosity … and perhaps forever change your church.

To learn more, call (804) 672-8862 or contact  
Cindy Elmore at celmore@vbfinc.org today.

COMING 

FALL 2018

F R E E  R E S O U R C E ! 

Introducing a new Bible study designed  
to unlock the potential in every believer.


