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VBF’s scholarship ministries help bridge financial gaps for Christians across Virginia who are pursuing undergraduate, graduate, 

doctoral and seminary degrees. These three students shared how VBF scholarship awards were sweet music to their ears!
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MICAH DANCE 

icah Dance didn’t 
take his �rst music 
lesson until college. 

“My parents gave 
me a  g u it a r  at  

Christmas in middle school,  
and I was a self-taught musician,” 
he said. “I kept playing and people 
taught me chords along the way, 
but I didn’t read music.” Micah was 
invited to join the youth band at 
church, where he followed simple 
chord charts and grew to love it. 
“You don’t have to be the best to bring an offering of music to the 
Lord,” he said with conviction. “I felt like God was leading me 
to Liberty University and to music. This was what God called 
for me, so I knew he was going to equip me for doing it.” 

Micah went to Liberty and declared music and worship 
his major – before he could even read music. Now 
that’s faith!

In the past three years, Micah has not only studied music, 
he has performed it and composed it. As he approaches 
his senior year, he also leads public worship as part of his 
practicum. Every Saturday, Micah drives to Lexington 
for practice, and on Sundays he serves as praise and 
worship leader for VMI’s chapel service. “Worship is 
so much more than a song,” he said. “It’s re�ecting 
God’s glory back to Him.”

In recognition of his ability and faith, Micah has 
been awarded two VBF scholarships. He shared, 
“The scholarships have been a huge help because 
school expenses are so high. They alleviated stress, 
so I could pursue what God wants me to do.”

Micah’s goal after graduation is to become a worship 
pastor. “God will use me to change lives and point people 
to Him through music,” he said. “Words touch deeply, but  
so can music in ways words can’t.”

CURRENT  

Undergraduate student, Liberty 

University; seeking bachelor of 

science in music and worship 

(anticipated December 2019)

Praise and worship leader,  

Virginia Military Institute

FAVORITE SONG

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

LIFE VERSE 

“ Trust in the LORD with all thine 

heart; and lean not unto thine own 

understanding. In all thy ways 

acknowledge him, and he shall 

direct thy paths.” 

Proverbs 3:5–6

“ Worship is so 

much more than 

a song,” he said. 

“It’s reflecting 

God’s glory 

back to Him.”
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his major – before he could even read music. Now 
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SCHOLAR 

successes

ANNA MOXLEY 

i cannot remember a time I wasn’t 
involved in music,” Anna Moxley 
shared. “It’s always been a part of my 
life.” No wonder: Both parents were music 

educators and music ministers. Anna joined the 
children’s choir in preschool, began piano lessons 
at age 7, and regularly attended the Virginia Baptist 
Music and Worship Arts Camp at Eagle Eyrie. “I was going 
to music camp before I was technically old enough to be 
a camper,” she recalled with a laugh. “My parents were on 
the faculty, so I was the chaperones’ kid.” Anna also returned 
as often as possible during her teen 
and adult years, primarily serving 
as an interpretative dance and voice 
instructor.

Though Anna loved music, it wasn’t 
an automatic career choice. She 
yearned to differentiate herself from 
her parents’ career path and wanted to 
be certain about her calling. After high 
school, she attended Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkansas, starting with a 
double major in vocal performance and 
psychology. “Before my sophomore 
year, God clearly showed me that my 
calling is to help other people grow in their relationship with the 
Lord through music and worship.” She declared it as her major, 
and supporters of VBF scholarships helped actualize God’s plan 
for her. Based on her academic achievements and service, Anna 
was an eight-time VBF scholarship recipient. 

“Education is expensive, and with my parents being in ministry 
and education, we did not have the resources to cover expenses 
on our own,” she said. Anna completed her undergraduate and 
master’s degrees with honors, in part because she didn’t have 
to work fulltime while a student. 

“I’ve very grateful for the (VBF) support, because it’s given me 
the opportunity to live into my calling. Music and worship 
go hand in hand as such an important part of faith.”

CURRENT 

Teaching assistant, Campbell University 

Divinity School; seeking fulltime 

employment as music minister

2018

Master of divinity with concentration  

in church music and worship,  

Campbell University Divinity School

2015

Bachelor of music in worship arts with 

Christian studies minor, magna cum 

laude, Ouachita Baptist University

FAVORITE SONG

“Be Thou My Vision”

LIFE VERSE

“ But he said to me, ‘My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power 

is made perfect in weakness.’ 

Therefore I will boast all the more 

gladly about my weaknesses, so that 

Christ’s power may rest on me.” 

2 Corinthians 12:9
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DREW PHEIFFER  

 A  cassette tape changed Drew Pheiffer’s life. “I must have been 
around 9 or 10 (years old), and my mother’s friend gave me 
a cassette tape of classical music pieces.” He played it over 
and over, recalling “it brought tears to my eyes.” Around the 

same time, he inherited a piano from his great aunt Helen – but not 
just any piano. “It was a massive upright Poole piano built in 1915.” 

Drew immediately loved piano, but his middle school friends didn’t 
share his interest. “They picked on me because it wasn’t cool.” Drew 
considered abandoning music, as he was active in soccer and Boy 
Scouts. His mother convinced him to continue, and he attended  the 
Governor’s School for the Arts his junior and senior years. Drew’s 
�rst high school job was as a church accompanist. “It was a good 
way to make money.” 

Though Drew’s favorite genres are classical, romantic and 
impressionist, he claims to love it all. “I’m also passionate about 
teaching people who are passionate about music,” he said. “It grati�es 
me, and teaching others is teaching myself as well.”

VBF awarded Drew two scholarships toward tuition. “It was 
quite expensive since UNCSA is an out-of-state school, 
so the scholarships helped a lot.”

Today, Drew is an adjunct professor of 
piano at Hampton University with hopes 
of becoming an associate professor. For 
the last 15 years, he also has served as 
music director for Westover 
Baptist Church in Richmond. 
Keeping that job required seven 
hours of roundtrip travel every 
Sunday while a student at UNCSA. 
As a graduate, he still drives to 
Richmond every Sunday, but now it 
takes only four hours total since he resides 
in Portsmouth. 

“Music is a release from everyday life,” Drew 
said. “It’s just me and the music.”

CURRENT

Adjunct professor of piano, university 

accompanist, Hampton University 

Music director, Westover 

Baptist Church, Richmond, VA

2019  

Master of music in piano, 

University of North Carolina 

School of the Arts (UNCSA)

2014   

 Bachelor of music in piano  

performance, Virginia 

Commonwealth University 

FAVORITE SONG 

“An Expression of Gratitude”

LIFE VERSE 

“ Even though I walk through the 

darkest valley, I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; your rod and 

your staff, they comfort me.” 

Psalm 23:4

AN ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
can be established with a gift of $50,000 

or in the future as part of an estate plan. 

Contact VBF for more information.
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